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Admirals attack 
press tales of 
Navy run-down 


PRESS REPORTS that the Royal Navy is 
cutting Fleet activity because it is running 
out of fuel and funds have been attacked as 
inaccurate, exaggerated and ill-informed by 
members of the Navy’s top brass. 


Their concern that the 
effect the reports could 
have on morale has trig¬ 
gered a general signal to tfic 
Service by the Assistant 
Chief of the Naval Staff. 
Rear Admiral James 
Burncll-Nugcnt. In it. he 


OUR BIG 
ISSUE 

YET another big issue this 
month - 40 pages plus two 
special supplements, on 
health and fitness and the 
Boxer Rebellion. High 
costs of production mean 
we must raise the cover 
price to Cl in April, but 
since the last price rise we 
have gone to full colour, 
albglossy newsprint, so 
Navy News still offers top 
value lor money. 


urges members of the Navy 
not to take press reports at 
face value. 

"You should only believe 
what you hear through the 
chain of command." he said. 

Navy people would probably 
have noticed many errors of fact 
and out-of-date information in the 
articles. 

He said: "It is true that the high¬ 
er level of operational activity ear¬ 
lier in the year and the significant 
rise in the price of fuel have result¬ 
ed in changes to Royal Marines 
and ships' programmes, including 
periods alongside. 

"Even so. all our military tasks 
arc being fulfilled, and the impact 

on M n pa tmk m i npaMBqi Is 

being minimised." 

As examples of the fleet’s activ¬ 
ity. Admiral Burncll-Nugcnt cites 
the current Iksk Group deploy¬ 
ment to the Gulf led by HMS 
Illustrious, the world deployment 
by frigates, destroyer* and Royal 
Meet Auxiliary vessels. RM opera¬ 
tional commitments, and the 



Hawk 

strike 


Royal Navy Hawk Jets test ship defences during a Thursday 
War in the Channel. They are (lying under the guidance of 
Plymouth Military Rader based at Devonport - see o ur feature 
on the Navy's air ifi papas 20~21* I 


Geoffrey Lee 


Navy's Millennium tour of British 
ports. 

"As regards speculation about 
cuts to the Fleet, mothballing of 
ships and withdrawal from tasks, 
we must remember that every year, 
changes to the defence programme 
arc considered as wc adapt to 
changing priorities. The Navy is 


obviously included in thisproccsv” 
Also, as part of the Treasury's 
spending review, the Ministry of 
Defence has had to look at cost* 
for the next three yean - some¬ 
thing w hich "always causes a great 
deal of speculation in the press, 
giving rise to inaccurate, unhelpful 
and poorly researched reporting 


This will continue at least until the 
summer." 

Meanwhile. C-in-C Fleet. 
Admiral Sir Nigel F-ssenhigh. has 
added his criticism of the press sto¬ 
nes 

He said he has adjusted the 
piuLi.immc in the light of 
heavy operational tasking last year 


- including the Kosovo campaign. 
And due to a very steep rise in 
world fuel prices he had "fine- 
tuned" the Heel’s activity levels to 
enable it to live within allocated 
funds. 

lb achieve operational effective¬ 
ness. conflicting requirements had 
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• IN THE PHILIPPINES - PO Carr prepares his pupils for an abandon-ship exercise, and 
(left) Lf Cdr Dave Relndorp looks on as members of the Philippines Navy operational sea 
training team hatch up a scenario. 


FLEET trainers have been 
doing their work in exotic parts 
of the worid to enhance the 
operational skills of two 
younger navies operating for¬ 
mer Royal Navy warships. 

A six-man team from Flag Officer 
Sea Training deployed to Manila to 
help the Philippines Navy on board 
former Hong Kong patrol vessels 
HM ships Peacock and Plover (now 
Apolinario Nabinl and Emilio 
Jacinto). 

Across the Pacific, RN special¬ 
ists were on hand to train members 
of the Brazilian Navy in the use of 
Seawolf air defence missiles in the 
former HMS Battleaxe (now the 
Rademaker). 

The FOST team, led by Cdr Brian 
Warren, spent two weeks In Manila 
training the ship's companies of 


the patrol vessels In firefighting, 
damage control, sea survival, 
boarding operations and engineer¬ 
ing. They also spent time training 
their FuST equivalents in the 
Brazilian Navy. 

The team, including CMEM<M) 
Darby Allan and PO(SEA) Sid Carr, 
also enioyed a varied social calen¬ 
dar, including a golf match, cultural 
trips and a dinner hosted by the 
Chief of the Philippines Fleet, Vice 
Admiral Fernandez. 

In Brazil. Lt Nick Chamberlain 
from Director Ships Weapons 
Engineering, led a small technical 
training and advisory team for the 
first Seawolf firing by the Brazilian 
Navy. He presented a trophy to 
mark the occasion to the Weapons 
Engineer Officer of the Rademaker 
and the System Engineer. 

Personnel from Captain Weapons 


Trials and Assessment and indus- • IN BRAZIL - Lt Chamberlain presents a trophy 
try were also Involved in the train- made from part of the Rademaker s Seawotf tar¬ 
ing package co-ordinated by the oet to Lts Lindgren and Silva Mello, the Type 22's 
Disposal Sales Agency. WEO and System Engineer respectively. 


s 


Trainers go lo the 
ends of the earth 
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All ships to 
get digital 
video... 

A RIG improvement in ship¬ 
board entertainment for the 
Royal Navy is on its way with 
the announcement that all ves¬ 
sels will soon receive Digital 
Video Drive (DVD) players. 

Ships will he able to use the 
players in conjunction with the 
video projectors supplied to the 
Fleet laM year The format will 
give a much sharper image and 
will he coupled with new sound 
systems. 

Foreseeing that DVD will 
replace conve n tional video within 
the next three year*. the KN Film 
Corporation has started to build 
up a stock of films in the new for¬ 
mat Some ships, which have 
bought DVD players from welfare 
funds, arc already showing the 
new films from the RNFC library . 

... and a fun 
centre opens 
in Falklands 

SERVICE personnel in the 
Falldands now have a new state-of- 
the-art entertainments centre. 

The XL Ultra Bowl club - 
which includes a six-lane bowling 
alley - has been opened by 
Princess Alexandra at Mount 
Pleasant Airport. 

The facility, anting £790j000» if 
a joint investment by Nmafi and 
the Ministry of Defence, and 
encloses a cinema, shops and a fast 
food take-away. 

Data centre to 
aid mine ops 

A NEW data centre at the UK 
Hydrographic Office at Taunton 
will help the Royal Navy to plan 
and carry out its mine warfare 


Electronic 
commerce 
system to 
bring big 
changes 

AN ELECTRONIC system 
which is expected to revolu¬ 
tionise the way the Ministry of 
Defence buys goods and ser¬ 
vices, is due to start up this 
summer 

The c-commcrcc system will 
handle logistics transactions worth 
billions and will transform a large¬ 
ly paper-based system through 
electronic messaging, on-line cata¬ 
logues of product* and automatic 
transactions. 

There will also be a new corpo¬ 
rate charge card, allowing people 
to make small purchases directly, 
obtaining everything from sta¬ 
tionery to spare parts for vehicles 
without filling in dozens of forms 
and basing to wait day* for deliv¬ 
ery. 

The new system - I>cfcnce 
Electronic Commerce Service 
(DECS) - was introduced by 
Armed Forces Minister John 
Spcllar who said it was likely to be 
the biggest and most sionifi&int c- 
commcrcc system in Government 
and possibly*the UK. 

Diamond event 

A DUAL event this month will 
celebrate the 60th anniversary of 
the formation of 819 Naval Air 
Squadron, and the 40th birthday 
of the squadron's present base. 
HMS Ganncl. 

A dinner dance at Prestwick 
Airport on March 31 will be limit¬ 
ed to 500. More information can 
be obtained through an answer 
phone on 01292 674260 or on 
-navy mod.uk 



Study launched over 

shortage of IT skills 


A NEW study team has 
been formed by the 
Royal Navy to address 
concerns about the 
shortage of skilled peo¬ 
ple needed to cope prop¬ 
erly with what the 
Service describes as an 
explosion* in computer 
technology at sea. 

The four-man team, led by 
Capt Laurie Brokcnshirc. wifi 
adarevs manpower needs in the 
light of the recognition by the 
Navy Strategic Plan 2000-2015 
that Communications and 
Information Systems (CIS) will 


play an increasing role in oper¬ 
ational capability. 

Thcv include ship*' busincss- 
cntical* network* - Navy Star - and 
command support systems 

Recent studies have shown that 
current CIS manning i* deter¬ 
mined more by individuals' level* 
of interest and computer literacy 
than by their career development - 
and that is made worse by the 
absence of a clear career path for 
CIS-skilled personnel. 

11 has been realised that current 
and future CIS manpower need* 
must be established and that there 
must be a sustainable supply of 
suitably skilled people. 

The new* group - titled the Naval 
CIS Manpower Study (NCMS) 


team - will investigate the issue* 
and examine ways of meeting 
future needs It will look at the 
skill* required by officers and rat¬ 
ines at all levels of CIS support, 
ashore and afloat 

Capt Brokenshirc toM Met) 
Newr. "We arc a small team with a 
tremendous amount of ground to 
cover and only six month* in which 
to do it. 




Lord of disguise 

BEING in the firing line is nothing new for a Parliamentarian, but 
in this case the experience was somewhat different for Lord 
Newall during his visit to 42 Cdo on exercise in Virginia. 

Lord Newall was one of the latest of 65 Members of 
Parliament to take part in the Armed Forces Parliamentary 
Scheme aimed at giving Members experience of Service life. 

His companions for the six-day visit were Lord Denbigh, and 
Commons MPs David Crausby, Paul Keetch, Andrew Mackinlay 
and Ian Davidson. 

At a reception hosted by the AFPS in London, the guests 
included Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon and the First Sea Lord. 
Admiral Sir Michael Boyce 

Founder of the scheme ten years ago. Sir Neil Thorne, pre¬ 
sented Mr Hoon with the AFPS lie which is gained by a Member 
who completes 21 days with the Services wilhin a year. 


“Naturally, wc arc keen lo pro¬ 
duce answers to the problems as 
everyone else is to sec them, hut 
the pace of technological change 
make* long-term solution* difficult 
ID 1 1 ii<J. even with a magic wand.” 

The study team's work is due to 
he completed in June and the 
results will be fed into the wider- 
ranging Strategic Manpower 
Review. 


operations. 

The UK Mine Warfare Data 
Centre is operating a route survey 
database and a mine warfare tacti¬ 
cal support system. 

Information on the database 
can be issued to the mine counter- 

mc.isures lathing aulhoniv fofl 

planning MCM operations, and to 
MCM vessels It will help the 
deployment of mine warfare asset* 
to maximum effect. 

Calais service 

DUTCH survivors of an air attack 
on the French ship Pa von in May 
1940 will take part in remem¬ 
brance services at Dunkirk. Calais 
and De Panne on June 3-5. 

The ship embarked 1300 Dutch 
Servicemen at Dunkirk, with some 
British. French and Belgian sol¬ 
diers - and 150 German POWs. 

The Commandant of the Dutch 
Veteran Group. Capt J. Robcrtu* 
(retd), would wekomc British vet- 
>r relatives who wish to take 
pan in the Calais ceremony. He 
can he reached on (X)3I 505017309 
(phone and fax). 
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S EAFARERS separated by a millennium came face to face 
when HMS Shetland visited Lerwick for Up Helly Aa. the 
town's annual Viking festival. 

The Offshore Patrol Vessel received a warm welcome from a 
group of seven Vikings” when she made her dawn arrival at 
the Shetland Islands capital to take pari in a varied programme 
of sporting and social events. 

These included the Yule Race in Lerwick harbour, in which 
six volunteers from the ship's company competed against two 
local boats. They had only a couple of hours practice in a tra¬ 
ditional Shetland boat and managed to collide with the safety 
RIB - but still took second place, beating a mixed team from 
Lerwick Boat Club. 

The RN first took part in this race in the 1880s. when the 
hosts were convincing victors. After licking their wounds for 
over a century, the challenge was renewed with HMS 
Shetland s last visit two years ago and again the Senior 
Service was soundly beaten - this time by a women s team. 

Said Chef James Hall: We were very happy about the result 
this time - we have never rowed before in a boat of that size.' 

Other festivities - which continued through the night - 
included a torchlight procession with around 1.000 people 
dressed in a variety of costumes, from the squadron of Vikings 
to a troupe of Daleks, ending in the ceremonial burning ot a 
20ft Viking longboat. 

After the two-day visit to her afliliated islands, the ship 
returned to fishery protection duties off England's north-east 
coast - with a warm message from Shetland Islands Council 
Convenor Cllr Tom Stove: HMS Shetland is a valued puplic 
link between Shetland and its sea-faring traditions, which con¬ 
tinue into the Millennium." 

• "Viking' Alan Worthington meets up with LRONeil Baird 
(left) and uM Jamie Phillips from HMS Shetland (inset) along¬ 
side at Lerwick . 


Viking raiders welcomed on board... 


Last ol the 
Nelson line 

LAST Commodore HMS 
Nelson. Cdre David 
Smith, hands over to the 
Portsmouth Naval Base 
Commander. Cdre Steve 
Graham - of which it 
becomes a part on April t 
- as he leaves lo take up 
his new post as Director 


GULF SICKNESS: 
REPORTS OUT 




of Naval Personnel 
Corporate Programmes 
First Commodore 
Royal Naval Barracks 
was Cdre H D. Barry, in 
1903. The establishment 
was retitled HMS Nelson 
in 1974 

helm lAlPHOT) Brad Bradbury 


THE MOD s Gulf Veterans' Illnesses Unit has published three papers relating to 
health problems alleged to have stemmed from service in the war with Iraq. 

Implementation of the immuni¬ 
sation programme against bio¬ 
logical warfare agents for UK 
forces during the Culf Conflict 
I WO/9/ goes into extensive 


detail about the provision of 
the immunisation programme 

A review of the suggested expo¬ 
sure of UK forces lo chemical war¬ 
fare agents in Al Jubasl on 19 
January 199/ is the second of three 
reviews looking at specific events 
where chemical alarms were 
reported to have sounded and 
pulls together written and oral evi¬ 
dence in looking at the events of 
that day. 

iiulj Veterans' Medical Assess¬ 
ment Programme Kespimse lo the 
m imtmcndari/mx arising from the 
auilit undertaken by the King's f umi 
Health Quality Sen-ice is the 
M()D\ response to an indepen¬ 
dent audit of the programme, a 
facility based al St Thomas' 
Hospital. London, open lo all Gulf 
veterans. 

The audit included a number of 
recommendations, all of which 
have been accepted. 

The MOD has also announced 
its assessment of the Institute of 
Occupational Medicine study into 
the health of sheep-dippers and 
the Committee of toxicity working 
party report into Organophos 
phates (OPs). Neither provides 
evidence which wmild cause it to 
reassess its view of the possible 
role of OPs in relation to Gulf vet¬ 
erans' illnesses. 

j All three papers are avail¬ 
able on the Internet at 


www.mod.uk/policy'gultwarin 

dex.htm 

Salvage 
to claim 


LfNCLAIMED salvage awards 
have heen notified for the follow¬ 
ing: 

tv Emily Jane RMAS Forth** S*pl XT) 
mv Allas <HMSH«rmionc March Ml 
Falcon (RMAS Soalyhom jxJ 
91. mv Dwtorto* |MMS 
I Fair 


Our 

•ifc 


9?) TankmSmUr -Mb Ptovu» Au»l »*) 
PAO Pod* of Winchester RMAS Bu*.tv 
and Power«uJ August 9?) mv Denice 
Green (RMAS Samxxx end Code heK> 
crew HMS Gannel frying Teem end 
Se»eoe Oftcert May 93). Lochelsh Ferry 
(RMAS Cocncheter *nd CncaeOi. 
December 85) Avon RMAS RoVcfcw 
Power** end Bustler and FAX Boat 18303 
Juty 93 Rhrer Breere RMAS Cepabto end 
StMytwm. HMS Trumpeter end GOretier 
Oelenoe Fee Service Sepl 951 Marianne 
Oemce HMSSheTSeld RN Seeking R193 
RMAS fGraceful Careful UooHoW and 
SAL frying Gp February 95) 

Claimants should apply to Mrs 
H. H. Seaman. Naval Pay and 
Pensions (Accounts) 2c. koom 
102 ? \FTAA * t cntufinn I 

Centurion Building. Grange Road. 
Gosport. Hants Pol3 9XA. 


JACK ET JACQUES 


Dans tous les bars, 
en tout le monde 

(A borti de PS Acontt d Toulon)) 

•Cest fantastoque. Jack* Nous altons ensemble pour un mega 
deployment around tout le monde 1 * 

Yeah, fantastique .. .* 

Pas de probtemes. j'espftre 7 * 

J a» un ou deux proottmes. Jacques, oui Pour starters, nous 
sommes tous metnque. maintenant. n est-ce pas? 

Oui, c est vrai. Jack - c est le kx de Bruxelles 

‘□'accord. |e suis I’homme de PR pour le deployment J’dcrive: 
"Ce mots nous avons mange anq miles de sauasson et 2.0001b 
de chips, nous avons bu i .500 pints de lait et nous avons run 
trois thousand miles around le deck de notre fngate furtive pour 
les funds de I Hdpital International pour Matelots Tomb^s sur 
Hard Temps" - questce que c est en metnque? 

Un moment . C'est 8.045 kilometres de sauasson. 17.040 
litres de lait. 907.2 kilogrammes de pommes fntes el 4.827 kilo¬ 
metres around le deck 

Ce n est pas tres punchy. Jacques Nos readers ils seront 
bored stiff.* 

*Mmm Je comprends. Jack Et I’autre prodieme 7 

'Votre soeur Jacques 

Ma soeur?' 

•Oui. votre soeur Jacqueline Elle m a dit ‘Look after Jacques 
Jack II est seulement un petit gar con realty Je suis tres worried 
au'il tombera dans mauvais company - les jeus de crap dans les 
dodgy saloons sur le waterfront, les bazaars avec tous les ffetifl 
marchands les esprons Strangers avec les honey traps set par 
les charmantes ftlles onentales" el tout ga. 

•J'espftre. eh Jack?' 

Oui' Vous et moi both. Jacques' 

•J'ftcnrai tout de suite ft Jacqueline. Jack "Pas de worries - 
mon ami Jack, it n’a jamais let mo« down."’ 

Yeah, right . Ecnvez aussi "Pour nos navies, c est le com 
mencement d un beautiful friendship ~ 


Illustrations par "HM0 
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• TASK CROUP: HMS illustrious in company with HMS Monmouth, HMS Gloucester, HMS Bndport. HMS Beagle. HMS Atherstone. HMS 
Inverness and RFA Sir Geraint. Soon after transiting the Suez canal the group was resupplied at sea by RFA Fort George. 

Illustrious task group 
reaches Arabian Gulf 



A FTER an eventful voyage from Britain ten 
Royal Navy vessels have arrived in the Arabian 
Gulf at the start of a series of major exercises. 

Aircraft carrier HMS Illustrious, destroyer HMS Gloucester, 
frigate HMS Monmouth, survey ship Beagle. minesweepers 
Bndport, Inverness and Atherstone, submarine Triumph and 
kl \s < Irangcleaf and I ort ( icnrgc HO HON all on station 


The first task for HMS 
Illustrious was to offload her entire 
stock of Sea baglc anti-ship mis- 
mIi n to RFA Furl Go»rgv .0 the 
weapons arc being withdrawn from 
service as a result of the Strategic 
Defence Review. 

On her arrival at Gibraltar, heli¬ 
copters from 820 Naval Air 
Squadron look the opportunity to 
exercise with soldiers of the 
Gibraltar Regiment and Gibraltar 
£ Hardship HMS Trumpeter. 
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Pictures by CPOfPHOT) Dizzy Da Silva 
and LA(PHOT) Ritchie Moss 


of HMS Illustrious as the ship transits the canal. The ship s 
escort. HMS Gloucester, can Just be seen in the background. 


During the voyage the ships of 
the task group were joined bv 2h 
staff from I OS I lor a * 
intensive operational sea training. 

And the exercises culminated on 
hoard HMS Illustrious with a 
major hangar fire exercise which 
involved the entire ship's company. 

An unscheduled stop at Souda 
Bay m Crete gave the group a well- 
earned day alongside with tne ship's 
PTls arranging an impromptu 


sports day. and HMS Gloucester 
i k ihc opportunity to l.i\ ‘ 
wreath on the spot where the pre¬ 
vious HMS Gloucester went down 
in 1941. 

11k* three aircraft squadrons in 
HMS Illustrious, Mil. 849 and 820. 
conducted a series of work-ups 
after leaving Crete which six KjO 
dropping live depth charges and 
801 Vju.itlion getting all its pilots 
deck qualified. 

Over 300 sailors took the oppor¬ 
tunity to s " .md the 

Pyramids during the flotilla s pas¬ 
sage through Ihc Suez Canal. 

After Suez, the ships began a 
scries of work-up exercises 
including live Firings of all three 
goalkeeper close-in weapons sys¬ 


tems on HMS Illustrious, ship 
manoeuvres and ‘closing down' 
routines in preparation for the 
Northern Gulf. 

HMS lixetcr handed over her 
Armitla Patrol duties to Deputy 
Commander UK Task Group. 
Commodore Rojjer AimJcy. before 
the group’s first Gulf visits in Dubai 
and Kuwait City, and Rear Admiral 
Mep M • nv.iv taking 
new post as COMUKTG from 
Rear Admiral Forbes as Navy News 
went to press. 

The Task Group will spend 
March engaged in exercises and 
operations in support t»f UN sanc¬ 
tions and the *rJo FH Zone’ in 
Southern Iraq. For a full report. 
< ■«.! \pril issue 



• MISSING YOU: A Valentine s Day message from HMS 
Illustrious to loved ones at home as the ship approached the Gull. 



SEARCHING huge container ships is 
a routine duty for Royal Navy vessels 
enforcing UN sanctions against Iraq. 

But a new technique picked up by HMS 
Exeter while on Armilla Patrol in the Gull 
made a dramatic difference to the 
efficiency of the operation. 

After working with US Navy boarding 
teams, they adopted climbing 
technology which allowed them to search 
tall stacks of containers quickly and safely. 


Once a boarding officer has climbed to 
the top of a stack, a rappeller conducts the 
search and a belayer ensures hia safety. 

And by using a device known as a Grigri, 
which arrests the rappeller's descent when 
his body weight is applied to the rope, the 
climber is free to use both hands to 
manoeuvre and to open container doors. 

HMS Exeter wasted no time in putting 
the new technique into practice. Her next 
search was of a ship carrying 280 contain¬ 
ers and it saw boarding team members 


suspended safely at heights of over 24ft. 

Armed teams of up to 15 can board 
suspected sanction-busters in the ship's 
sea boat but when speed was of the 
essence Exeter used her Lynx helicopter 
to fast rope men to the deck of target ves¬ 
sels. 

□ HMS Exeter is now on her way back to 
Britain at the end of her Gulf deployment 
and when the UK Task Group leaves the 
region at the end of March, HMS 
Monmouth will remain to continue Armilla 


• FEELING THE HEAT: Sailors in HMS Illustrious take a break 
after an exhausting FOST-controiled fire-lighting exercise. 



• HMS MONMOUTH has taken over Gulf duties from HMS Exeter. • FAST ROPING: One of a range of boarding techniques used by 
The ship Is pictured during a brief visit to Cyprus, rv m cpKmvJomn HMS Exeter (above) In her search tor sanction-busters in the Gulf. 
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Ten ships + 
seven names 
= 12 Arguses 


T HERE have been - or 
should have been - a 
round dozen ships by the 
name of Argus serving in or 
with the Navy over the years. 

Starting modestly. .1 small lug¬ 
ger. hired between 1792 and 1796. 
served in parallel with a larger lug¬ 
ger which was hired in 1/94 hut 
captured by a French privateer off 
Corunna in 1798. 

The tables were turned with the 
third Argus, a French privateer 
captured in IW, which wus bro¬ 
ken up 12 years later 

Fourth 'in line wav a Cruizer- 
dass brig sham built at Sandwich 
in 1813 and sold 15 years later. 

The fifth Argus wav to have 
been a 36-gun Mh rate, but the 
Shecrncss Aip. ordered in 1812, 
was cancelled the same year. 

Argus number six met the same 
laic, the proposed IK gun \liH>p 
being cancelled in 1831. 

\ change of technology ua> ush¬ 
ered in by Argus number seven, a 
wooden paddle sloop built ut 
Portsmouth in 1849 and broken up 
in I8H| after almost 32 years. 

Hie next ship underwent a num¬ 
ber of changes of mime 

Built as a coastguard vessel in 
Blackwall in 1851. thiv Argus was 
renamed Amelia in April 1872. 
and again as Fanny in April 188V. 


Ten years later she was convert¬ 
ed to a hulk, and sold in 191)7. 

The ninth Argus started as 3181- 
ton coastguard vend Imogcnc. 
built at White’s in Cowev and was 
renamed Argus at the beginning of 
1884. She was sold in IW9. 

Another coastguard vessel 
became the tenth Arguv a 380-ton 
ship built in 1904 and renamed 
Argon in 1918 before being sold 
two years later. 

The next ship also started life 
with another name - Italian liner 
Conte Rosso was bought and 
renamed in 1916 on her conversion 
to a 14.450-Ion aircraft carrier. 

She was modified for World War 
II. and won four Battle Honours, 
but by 1944 was reduced to har¬ 
bour service. She was sold in 
IX'ccmhcr 1946 to be broken up. 


BATTLE 

HONOURS 


Groix.1795 

Ashantee. 1873-4 

Atlantic.1941-2 

Arctic.1941 

Malta Convoys.. 1942 
North Africa.1942 


Facts and figures 


Class: Aviation training ship 

Pennant number: A135 
Builder: CNR Breda. Italy 
(Converted by Harland and 
Woltf 1984 88) 

Port of Registry: Belfast 
Entered MOD service: 1988 
Displacement: 28.081 tonnes 
Length: 175 1 metres 
Beam: 30.4 metres 
Draught: 81 metres 
Spaed: 18 knots maximum 
Lloyds classification: *100 Ai 


Complement: 80 ♦ 55 RN 
Main machinery: Two 

lindholman PietstK* 18 PC2.5V 
diesels two shafts bowthruster 
Weapons: Four BMARC 30mm 
guns 7 62mm machine guns 
Radar: Air search Type 994 Air 
and surface search Kelvin- 
Hughes Type 1006; Navigation 
Racal Decca Type 994 
Aircraft: Five spots for Sea 
Kings. Chinooks. Merlins or Lynx; 
can transport Sea Hamer FA2s 


R OYAL Fleet Auxiliary ship 
Argus was quick off the 
mark in terms of military 
service - she was already doing 
sterling work in the Falklands 
before she became a permanent 
part of the Ministry of Defence. 

Built in Italy as the container ship 
Contender Bezant, she was taken up 
from trade by the RFA during the 
Falklands War and subsequently con¬ 
verted by Harland and Wolff in Belfast 
before being accepted into RFA ser¬ 
vice in 19,SN 

Her primary role iv to provide specialist 
aviation training facilities to the Fleet Air 
Arm. 

As such, she rv often to be found sailing 
on ten-day deployments to Vigo or Lisbon 
with a Naval Air Squadron embarked, giv¬ 


ing trainee aircrew intensive at-sea flying 

l iene e . 

ore than two-thirds of her length is 
taken up by a five-spot landing deck, which 
has a 5ft-thick concrete underside, going 
Argus the ability to operate any of the 
Royal Navy’s helicopters - the new Merlin 
has been operating from the ship in a trials 
programme in recent months. 

Argus can also, when required, transport 
and launch RN FA2 Sea Harriers or RAF 
< IR Harriers. 

All flying operations are managed from 
Arcus' rJyco - an air traffic control centre. 

She has two uircraft lifts which serve lour 
hangar vpaccs below the flight deck. The 
hangars arc separated by watertight doors 
which can he ck>scd in cases of collision or 
battle damage 

Hoi design may base resulted in a less- 
than-gmccful appearance, but it is also the 
key to her valuable versatility. 

As a logistic ship she can transport cargo 


and vehicles, housed on deck or in the 
hangars - a door built into the hull on the 
Hows vehicles to be driven 
directly on board. 

This makes kiading and unloading Argus 
a relatively fast opei at ion - exploited to the 
full when Argus was part of tnc UK’s con¬ 
tribution to the UN Protection Force 
(UNPROFOR) in the former Yugoslavia 
The ship is also equipped with a hospital 
complex which includes two operating the¬ 
atres and beds for 96 casualties, installed 
when the ship deployed to the Ciulf in 1990. 

The hospital complex is due to be 
upgraded dunng her next relit 

But because Argus docs not comply with 
Geneva Convention International Red 
Crow requirements for example, she can 
be fitted with guns for self-defence, and 
have operational units embarked - she n 
not classified as a hospital ship, but is 
referred to as a primary casualty recc; 
ship. 




Ship of the 

Month 


Postcards 



1 year's Subscription 

ONLY £10.50 


The featured ship for March is 

HMS ARGUS 


£12.50 Surface Mall Abroad An RFA Helicopter Support Ship 

To receive a postcard size picture of her and of the next eleven featured ships, 
simply send your order with your cheque/PO to the address below. Each month you 
will receive a glossy photograph helping you to build a comprehensive and interesting 

collection. 

Pictures can also be purchased individually at a cost of 65p each (min. order Cl.95) 
incl. p&p. Over 500 black and white photographs to choose from. Send for free list. 


Orders To The Business Manager, Navy News, HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth, P01 3HH 

Cheques payable to Navy News, payment by Credit Card Switch. UK & Abroad, please use the coupon of page 4 
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Albacore 

history 

I READ with interest your 
Aircraft of the Royal Navy No 
39’. the Faircy Alhacorc. It may 
well he from lack of space, hut 
surely a vital part of the 
Alhacorc \ history is the attack 
mounted hy the RN carriers 
I IMS Furious and Victorious 
against Kirkencs and Petsamo 
(now Pcchcnga) in the summer 
of 1941? 

The plan was to attack 
German ships thought to he in 
those two ports. Because of 
leaked intcligcncc (and 24-hour 
daylight) the operation was 
totally' unsuccessful: tif a total of 
NMM M -iirc i .»ti. MMK VCR 
lost; no German ship was 
damaged. Not a very glorious 
pari of the Alhacorc’s history, 
perhaps, hut highly significant. 

The remains of one of the men 
killed in the raid. Naval Airman 
Beer, were luid to rest in Oslo 
cemetery in 1991 in a moving 
ceremony attended hy a 
representative of the Telegraph¬ 
ist Air Gunner Association. - 
Cdr H. L Foxworthy. Forlar, 
Angus. 

I WAS pleased to see the I airey 
Alhacorc featured, hut sad that 
no mention was made of 821 
Sqn. which was involved in many 
varied operations in the desert 
and at Malta. 

It was involved in a night 
bombardment hy four destroyers 
at Mersa Matriih. the spotting 
for which was carried out hy Maj 
A. Newson. RM. for which he 
was awarded the DSC, 

Whilst at Malta, in one night, 
the squadron sunk two merchant 
ships and a destroyer with three 
torpedoes and for this Maj 
Newson was awarded the DSO. 

The hard and varied work of 
the squadron was appreciated 
and many signals were sent to it 
from the RAF of 205 Wing as 
well as from C-in-C Med. 

Finally, this extract from the 
CO's report; ‘During the six 
months from June to December. 
K2I Sqn carried out 471 
Operational Sorties, dropped 
235 tons of bombs and 1,250 
K. L. F. Bennett, 
Bournemouth. 


Understanding 
the key to man 
management 

REGARDING the letter from ex-CPO Davison on the subject of man management 
(February issue), it is sad to see the current habit of dumbing down various organisations 
has now extended to the RN and its training. 


Mr Davison hinted that his 
Leadership course did not 
>t;uul him in much stead when 
mtchidi fin .» fob and then 
goes on to say how “lucky" he 
wae in secure i "well paid 
supervisors job" at his hx*al 
college 

I do agree with him that to ' stop 
someone leave’* or "let the duty 
ss .it*, h vlo u .ire not good 
management practices. In fact, 
had it been Mr Davison s style 
then maybe he didn't learn 
anything on his leadership training 
as. in mv 27 years' service. I have 
found this to he a very rare Iasi 
resort, only used when ships* tight 
programmes allow no other way . 

Today's Navy docs not have an 
endless supply of manpower, and 
these limited resources do impose 
similar burdens on ship's staff to 
those experienced hy people in 
civilian life. 

Finally, most senior rates don't 
sit around laughing at things they 
learnt at Royal Arthur, at least not 
in the w.in Mi Davison claims 
What they hopefully learn is 
leadership in a stressful situation, 
which incorporates aspects of man 
management. 

Real man management in the 
KN in acquired through 
experience and understanding tnc 
needs of the man and the Service. 

- WO A. D. Neill. DPA Abbey 
Wood 
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Earlier 

Ajax 

WITH reference to the 
photograph of HMS Ajax 
(December tvsuc) it muvt have 
been taken at the end of a much 
earlier commixMon. almost 
certainty pro-1939. 

HMS Ajax’s career seems to 
have finivhed soon after 1945. hut 
hy then the vhip had acquired 
tripod foremast and mainmast, 
various radar antennae (notably on 
the h-m director control tower) 
and twin 4-in mountings forward of 
the torpedo tubes. 

Further, the open space just 
forward of the tubes had been 
plated in. All these arc shown in 
two photography dated 1942 and 
May 2h 1944. in II T. Lenton’s 
Hriit\h Cfuixrrs. published in 1973. 
- C. R. Berridge. Rugby. 

Vampire 

ride 


READING the article tin the De 
U.ivilland Sea Vampire I m 
the mention of the two-seater 
training aircraft, the T22. 

()n 008 d 0H drafts lo RN IS 
Lossiemouth I was on the Aircraft 
Holding Unit there when we 
received the first to enter serv ice. I 
was lucky lo scrounge a test flight 
and when the pilot arrived he 
asked me if I was OK lor 
acrobatics. I said I was. hut he said 
if there was any problem he would 
land and let me (Hit and take off 
again. We did all the checks, 
setting trim etc. then he went 


through hh routine at altitude. 
When all went well he called up 
the control tower for permission to 
do his routine over the airfield. 

When we got the all clear uc 
were aware of all the personnel 

P ouring (Hit of hangars and offices. 
Ic did the routine at kvw level, 
which consisted of rolls, ktops and 
falling leaf, hut the final hit was 
approaching the airfield upside 
down from the Moray Firth, living 
Urn over the runway before 
gaining height with a corkscrew 
climb I was too thrilled to he 
scared as it was really marvelous. 

The only blot was on taxiing 
bask to the AHU hardstanding. 
when up tore an angry red-faced 
chief saying if I had been siek I 
would have to clean up the aircraft 
myself. 

The pilot, very amused, 
returned my thanks and said that I 
was a good passenger I can’t 
remember his name, hut he was a 
British Empire test pilot and 
either a sub-lieutenant or a 
lieutenant. - G. Hutson, 
Waterlooville, Hants. 


Kiwi questions: 
why so many 
swops for 
Scotland? 


I AM an cx-RNZN rating. My cx-RN oppo who subscribes to 
your excellent publication always hands his Afavy Nth* on to me 
when he has finished reading it. 

The “Swop Draft” column I 


Vanguard 

versions 

differ 


■^1 column 

always find interesting. At least in 
:h« KV even today in its depleted 
state it appears that a saikir docs 
experience variety as to where he 
or she can he stationed. 

In the KN/N .ill we had was ihe 
Dev on port Naval Base at 
Auckland. 

However, w hat I find surprising 
is the antipathy which appears to 
exist concmafcn Hr .if In lo 
Scotland. Whenever I was in the 
I K in the Navy I thoroughly 
e n joye d service in Scottish waters. 

Also, in my years of retirement 
when I am visiting the UK I have 
come to regard pails of Scotland 
most beautiful and most 
interesting areas ot the British 
Isles where the natives always 
appear friendly and ho 

From what I can recall about 
Romney or Gun about 50 years 
i would have preferred .• dr.ill 
10 Votl.trid M d .is - W. 
Anderson, Auckland. NZ. 

Unhistoric 

names 

LAST year work commenced on 
the fust Astute-class fleet 
submarines. The three boats 
ordered arc to he named Astute. 
Ambush and Artful. 

Arc these tlx* best names the 
Ships* Names Committee can 
come up w ith? They arc neither 
impressive nor particularly 
historx. 

Better names would he those 
carried hy the former Type 21 
frigates, such as Alacrity. Ardent. 
Arrow and Avenger Further 
it ion would 

he Affray and Audacious 

A year ago or so. you ran 
correspondence questioning the 
“soft” names given to Type 22 
frigates. Your correspondents 
advocated names which were 
more aggressive. 

It is not Uxi late for these 
submarines to he renamed. 
Perhaps you would like to run a 
competition for more 
ap p ro p ri ate names? - C. J. A. 
Cope. Thame, Oxon 


REFERENCE 
from Capt R 
and your reprod 
colour i 


his watercc 


the letter 
A. Cosby 
uction of 
copy of a 
photograph of HMS 
vanguard firing a 
broadside (February 
issue) I enclose a copy of 
my own ink drawing of 
what appears to be the 
same photograph, which 
I made in 1955 as an 
NSUY in HMS Theseus 
This forms part of my 
S 519 Journal for the use 
of Midshipmen* which I 
still treasure. My sketch 
is a slightly different 
interpretation - Capt 
Crosby has enlarged the 
ensign and omitted the 
black flaa at the main 
masthead, whereas I 
omit the ensign and 
show the black flag! 

More to the point is the 
dating of the photograph 
in the caption as 1956 
This is clearly incorrect 
as I made my sketch on 
May 30. 1955. 

As NSUYs we were 
two-year National 

Servicemen who. having 
the necessary educa- 
onal and physical 
qualifications, had opted 
to take advantage of the 
Government s offer to 
train us as Fleet Air Arm 
pilots and observers. 

It was great fun for a 
couple of years and all at 
Her Majesty's expense. 
Against that, there was a 
bit of a down-side in that 
most courses lost at 
least one member killed 
in a flying accident whilst 
under training - H C A 
Easton. Lowestoft 


Letters to the Editor 
should always be 
accompanied by the 
correspondent s name 
and address, not nec¬ 
essarily for publication, 
email correspondents 
are also requested to 
provide this information 
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edicine in the marine environment: what it means to be a - 


Naval medicine has come under the spot¬ 
light lately with reports of shortages of 
personnel mirroring the problems of the 
NHS. Kirsty Wilcox , a media studies stu¬ 
dent at Highbury Technical College, 
Portsmouth, talked to the Principal 
Medical Officer at HMS Nelson, Surg Capt 
John Carne: 


There have been reports of shortages 
of medical personnel in the Navy - how 
can the Navy deal with that? 

There have been shortages tor a long time We 
are at the moment building up the number of our 
medical assistants We are short of doctors at the 
moment because of the shrinking facilities tor doc¬ 
tors and some are taking the opportunity to expand 
their own personal and professional careers We are 
doing our utmost to tram up more doctors and are 
actively recruiting trained doctors 

Why does the Navy need its own doc¬ 
tors? Couldn't a civilian doctor do the 
same )ob? 

Mat doctors are very good m their own sped 
tc fields but the Navy has »ts own general practition¬ 
ers. hospital doctors and occupational health doc 
tors - anc all of them have a very specific interest in 
military maritime medicine Because a sailor at sea 
lives works and fights m a completely different 
organisation and environment from that which a nor¬ 
mal person experiences ashore ft s very different, 
too from the Army and the RAF. 

One of the reasons why we have a fair number of 
doctors ashore is because they are gaming more 
experience there and keeping their skills up for when 
they go to sea We tend to have mamty junior doc 
tors at sea On a larger ship a senior wilt take control 
of more people and wider control of however many 
more ships there may be m a task group 

What we took at from the cimical medicine pomt of 
view we also took at from the occupational side We 
took at whether a patient can remain at sea or 
whether he should be seen somewhere else - and if 
he is seriously injured we have to decide how we are 
going to get him back to an appropriate place to be 
treated A civilian doctor in the NHS has different 
responsibilities and doesn t have this training and 
knowledge 


What sort of doctor wants to go into 
the Navy? 


It's usually a doctor who wants to get out and do 
something different - they want to go to sea and see 
different parts ol the world while doing the job they re 
trained for Some are interested in radiation medi¬ 
cine on the submanne side some are sporty, keep fit 
types who want to work with the Royal Mannes 
borne are like myself and want to live the varied 'ife 
of a sailor and others are interested m the aviation 
side - because there's a very strong aviation com¬ 
ponent in the Navy All of them want another chal¬ 
lenge outside their other professional interest 


When a ship goes to sea, does a doc¬ 
tor always go too? 


No The large ships the aircraft earners, always 
have a doctor, usually two. so thay can carry out 


operations on board Other large ships like HMS 
Ocean and Intrepid have a senior GP on board who 
has a tot of experience Ships that are going off on 
operational deployment to the West Indies, lor 
example or the Gulf, have a doctor with them for 
the whole deployment In nuclear submannes. only 
the Trident boats that carry the country s nuclear 
deterrent customarily have a doctor on board, 
although other submarines may take one to sea 
when they are gomg on tong patrols 

How does Navy medical research help 
the general profession? 

Most of the medical research done by the Navy 
over the years has been very much involved with the 
specific occupational aspects ol the job sailors are 
expected to do For example, we were amongst the 
poneers m the medical problems associated with 
diving and are stilt highly regarded for our expertise 
•n this field which has beer a tremendous benefit to 
scuba as we as professora* oivers 

There are other aspects of mede ne such as 
environmental medicine The F»re Service for 
instance has the same problems with things like 
heat stress that sailors face when dressed m the pro¬ 
tective gear they wear at action Statons We also do 
a tot of work, of course, for what we call cold injury, 
which is useful for a whole tot of people who tend to 
be at sea for long periods, such as fishermen and 
lifeboatmen 

A Navy doctor must be mostly dealing 
with fit young men and women - does¬ 
n't that limit his field of work? For 
example, he won’t get much practice 
with maternity or the diseases of old 
age, will he? 


As far as dealing with old age goes yes. thats 
true, and the same applies to obstetrics and dealing 


with 
very 
sees little of the 


young < 


children It s a skill that can be regained 


I m 

well 


ih But the normal GP in the NHS 
tetnc side these days either and 
have to update themselves from time to time as 


So I don t think that militates agamst a doctor in 
the Navy. I personally have had a very enjoyable life 
m the Navy from the time when I joined as a young 
medical student I did my house jobs at Haslar 
Hospital as a junior doctor and I was given much 
more responsibility than I would have beer allowed 
•n a Dvifiar hospital Straight after that l wen ic sea 
I had an extremely enjoyable year m the Far East, 
gamed much medical experience m a variety o< s tu 
ahons and saw a to: o' asenatmg placer. Back in 
Bn tain i spun* a lot o: time m operahona hying. in 
search and rescue operations - very tew doctors 
have the opportunity o' doing that I then changed 
direction and d*d my GP training where I was also 
running a small Royal Marine unit 
I then went oft to do my obstetrics with the Army m 
Germany and saw another way of life After that it 
was psychiatry with the Army and the Navy and then 



• FIELD OPERATIONS: Navy doctors ere trained to work in arduous conditions, ashore as well as 
afloat. P»cu* QMS TeWwwdorw Una 


DOCTOR 
AT SEA 



• 7 was the only English - speaking practising doctor in Portugal Surg Capt John Carne 
talks to Kirsty Wilcox 


I went out as a single-handed GP to Portugal with a 
fairly large practice in a country which had just gone 
through a very difficult revolution Very lew people 
spoke English and » was the only English speaking 
practising doctor in Portugal! My work there did 
include everyth ng from obstetrics to geriatrics 
After that I went to Scotland and was there for five 
years looking after people at the submanne base at 
Fasiane and Rosyth before going to London to gam 
experience m the Ministry of Defence Then 1 was off 


to sea again as Principal Medical Officer in HMS 
Intrepid I have also spent several years overseeing 
the medical standards of the ships at sea and was 
instrumental in formally introducing Health and 
Safety practices to surface ships before starling my 
current wide ranging job. 

So I ve seen a lot of the world had a tot of expert 
ence - and also had the opportunity to be a real 
sailor as well as a doctor 


Free Internet for the Navy NOW! 


Fed up with waiting for S L O W connections? When you dial into 
MiiNetUK, your call is terminated on a modem in Telehouse in 
London, at the very centre of the Internet 

Visit www.milnet.uk.net 


(hit wn ice t» lalkir made for srrv it rmrn/women. thrrr h no rompuhor \ \ij*n up* - ar do not anil to 
know your name and address (W r know you arc rightly itervoni about giving your personal detail* lo 
strangers). 

Oar wniw iv available to all members of tbc UK armed forces (serving and retired), their families and 
Triends 

Every minute one of our vubscrlbers Is on-linr will contribute towards a donation to servicr charities 
MIINftlK can be used from home or from work. 

Every subscriber will have 

• I nlimited Internet access 

• l niimited e-mail addresses using a choir« of domains (incl voumamea rovat.nnvy.org.uM 

• t p to 5 Mb free web space 

• Access to our help lines 

• Support for all modem standards, including ISDN (44k and 128k) 

I bcre are 3 ways to grt on line. 

• Send for our FRF.E CD which contains a host of software (eg IE. ver 5. Outlook, etc), and is easy to 
install. (See below for details of where lo write to) 

• Visit our M ebsite ( www.imlncl.tth.iKf ) and download our Connection W izard program. 

• If you art running Windows *5 or 98. sou already have all the software you need, read the small 
print below and get started on WilNctl k today. (Detailed instructions on bow to setup Win*$/98 
are also on oor web site) 

• In order for you to have access to our helpline and for ut to allocate your free e-mad addresses w* mu* Issue 
you with a customer number and password (We choose the number, you choose the password) 

Wt also author web sites, register domains, and host them on our servers (info, e-mail ilm m mitoet.uk. net) 

The mul omt f you nun to urn am twam> Id corawd to V* nmvm wwpi aney poaw wad fu mtaU Mon t you wee Irtw mmtm or 
>U* WM Ou Aoomb nunOw « UlMnOamSMOW 

K> Nawon m Q ym mad ip m ip lu vaamwiu to •guaar fwmou re menu and p a i—o u t to >wT tano wm fu MU) Aft* among id 
feramm o>>am»mou sm Mu wmyewwmUwtMlLM womrwwabOv tui ) arid tor hetw rlc rm mc * 

MiiNetUK It a pnvate limited Company run by retired service personnel For free CD write to MiiNetUK. PO Box 4111, 
Btandford Dorset DT11 7YK and quote ref NN1 




























• Cdr Richard Pine on hia 
100th birthday. 


100 years fly by 


NAVY WAR veteran Richard Pine celebrated his 100th 
birthday with a party thrown by shipmates in the HMS 
Sheffield Association. 

They arranged the birthday bash for the retired Commander 
and held it in his room at Jersey House. St Mary s Hospital, 
Portsmouth. 


Cdr Pine’s original ambition 
was to learn to fly but when he 
couldn't get permission from 
his father he joined the Navy 
instead. 

During his career he served 
on many RN warships, includ¬ 
ing HMS Iron Duke, and he 
joined HMS Sheffield as a lieu¬ 
tenant commander on the out¬ 
break of World War II. 


Cdr Pines daughter. Dr 
Isobel Pine, said: "When my 
dad returned from the Navy in 
1950 the family moved to 
Wales, but he never forgot his 
ambition to fly and he man¬ 
aged to get round to winning 
his pilots licence." Mr Pine 
returned to Portsmouth on his 
retirement in 1975. Mrs Pine 
died in 1989. 



• UNVEILED: The Rev David Woods, Rector of Ingotdmetls 
Partsh Church , and HMS Royal Arthur Association Secretary 
Geoff Housden, in front of the new stained glass window 


H'wn’.navy news.co.uk 

Memorial 

window 

A UNIOUE memorial to HMS 
Royal Arthur has been unveiled 
at the Parish Church of St Peter 
and St Pauls Ingolitmills. 
Skegness. 

If* a stained glass window, 
designed by local artist David Sears, 
.iml the inscription rttdl 1" til 
Glory of Ciod and to commemorate 
all those men and women who trained 
and served at HMS K&>val Arthur at 
IngokJmelK and Cor sham from 19.19 
to 1990.* To contact the Ruval Arthur 
Auwviation call Mr Geoff Housden 
on 01754 87.1811. 


THE SANTS GO MARCHNG N! 



• HMS SOUTHAMPTON The ship is now on her way to the South 
Atlantic. Ptctun LAlPHOT) **c* Stony 

• LORD MAYOR: Cllr Derek Burke inspects members of the ship's 
company, them* laiphoti omn Oonna 



• MARCH: 

The ship 's 
company 
Of HMS 
Southampton 
(above) 
parade 
through the 
Bargate in the 
City ’s walls. 

• CAKE OM 
Catherine 
Smart (right) 
the youngest 
member of 
the ship s 
company, and 
Mrs Kalty 
Trevor, wife 
of the ship s 
CO Cdr Mark 
Trevor, cut a 
cake matte to 
celebrate the 
Freedom of 
the City. 

ftcfUTM 

LAlPHOT) Darren 
lUcOonold SfPU 


Destroy e 
of the 


H MS SOUTHAMPTON 
has been honoured 
with the Freedom of 
her namesake city. 

And the tribute could not 
have come at a better time 
as the ship has just 
emerged from refit at 
Rosyth and rejoined the 
surface flotilla. 

After docking in the city's 
prestigious Mayflower termi¬ 
nal, usually reserved for the 
PAO cruise ship Oriana, the 
ship was rededicated at a cere¬ 
mony involving more than 200 
VIPs. 

On a crisp and sunny morn¬ 
ing. Flag Officer Surface 
Flotilla Rear Admiral Peter 
Franklyn. took the salute from 
the ship s company, ceremoni¬ 
al guard and the Band of Her 
Majesty s Royal Marines 
Portsmouth. 

Afterwards, the ship's com¬ 
pany joined soldiers Irom 17th 
Port Maritime Regiment (RLC) 
who have also been given the 
Freedom of Southampton, in a 
march to the civic centre. 

On arrival they were wel¬ 
comed by the Lord Mayor of 
Southampton. Cllr Derek 
Burke, who presented scrolls 
and silver caskets to mark the 
occasion. 

And afterwards they exer¬ 
cised their right to march 
through the city with bayonets 
fixed and colours flying before 
attending a civic dinner m the 
evening. 

HMS Southampton a links 
with charities in the city were 
reaffirmed, with CO Cdr Mark 
Trevor presenting £1,000 to the 
Rose Roads home for mentally 
and physically handicapped 


children, raised by members of 
the ship’s company including a 
team of six who compieted a 
sponsored run from 
Portsmouth to Southampton. 

More than 1.500 people visit 
ed the ship during her week- 
long stay in the city snd anoth¬ 
er highlight was a dinner for 
eight former commanding offi¬ 
cers of the past and present 
HMS Southampton*. 

After the celebrations, the 
Type 42 destroyer set sail for 
the Falkland Islands at the start 
of a seven-month deployment 
as Atlantic Patrol Ship (South) 
which will see her operating in 
the vast area between South 
America and the coast ol West 
Africa. 

She will be calling at many 
nations on route to the 
Falklands and is looking for¬ 
ward to visiting Rio de Janeiro 
in April where she will repre¬ 
sent the Royal Navy at the 
Brazilian Fleet Review 
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Pembroke House 
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The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust’s 
residential & nursing home 


A fine, newly modernised home near Chatham for 
former Sailors, Royal Marines, their wives and widows 


Spring 2000 sees the completion of a 
£2.5 million project to extend and refurbish 
Pembroke House - the RNBT's home for older 
people, situated about 2 miles from the 
historic Royal Naval Dockyard at Chatham. 

This unique home offers a very high standard of 
nursing and residential care in first class 
accommodation for 52 former Sailors, Royal Marines, 
their wives and widows. Spacious rooms, 
panoramic views, landscaped gardens and modest 
charges are among the special features. 

The home has a full programme of activities 
and strong links are maintained with the 
Royal Naval Association and other ex-service 
organisations which offer many social 
opportunities for the residents. 

For further information and a brochure, please 
contact the General Manager, Pembroke House. 


PEMBROKE HOUSE 

General Manager, Pembroke House, 

11 Oxford Road, Gillingham, Kent, ME7 4BS. 

Tel: 01634 852431 
RNBT HEADQUARTERS 

The Royal Naval Benevolent Trust, Castaway House, 
311 Twyford Avenue, Portsmouth, P02 8PE. 

Tel: 023 9266 0296 



THE ROYAL NAVAL 
BENEVOLENT TRUST 

SUPPORTING THE RNBT FAMILY' 
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FRAME YOUR OWN 
MEDALS ..." 

in minutes, and remove them to wear 
in seconds. Easy quick assembly. 

5 sizes available. 

Viewing widths are (see picture) 55mm • 
105mm • 155mm - 205mm • 240mm at a 
cost Of £13.95 - £17.50 - £18.50 - £20.00 
and £21.50 respectively Measure across 
your medals and order the size to suit. 


Prices include mainland postage, add £2 tor ireland'Chamel Islands and £5 
tor overseas Cheques postal orders and credit card payments to 

The Picture Framer. 13 Norfolk Street. Sunderland SRI 1EA 

Tel/Fax 0191 5640811 



MOWTOAOVlATfSf Simpty wnt* your <M0*or up to 10 word* 

lidintnwTrd £1 eimamunof 15 worth) Send jnxr cheque or PO 
(MyabW to Navy New* to *P»nlhendi'. Navy New*. MMS Ndton. 
Rortwnouch POI JHH F Up h t to your bo* number vwl be forwarded on 
duly (Payment by cred* card twech pleaie use coupon on p*fe 4 | 

H you would Ibe us to dupbeate your advert is ement m a Pmb w nds secoon 
on our website, please ock the bo* bekw and include a further £2 

MOW TO A£PLY Any person who writes to an advertiser must use a 
stamped envelope bearmf the advertiser * boa number dearly m the 
bottom left hand comer The letter shoufd then be enclosed In a second 
env e lope and addressed as above We cannot guarantee that unstamped 
letters wiW be redeected 

Please note... you must be over 18 to advertise e this column 


Name:... 


Age: 


Address:_ 


_Tei. No.:_ 

| YES Please include my ad on your website I have included an extra Cl lor the 


PROFESSIONAL lady, 
enjoys theatre, gardening, 
seeks mature penfriend 
for mutual friendship. 
Ih>\ Mar I 

BRUNETTE 35. Nice, quiet. 

v. g.s.o.h.. one child, looking 
for penfriend. Box Mar 2 
TAMMY 24. 5*6** Mm MId. 
enjoys singing dancing 

w. l.t.m. serviceman photo. 
Ko\ M.ir t 

CLIVE 43. 5*9** very fit. seeks 
lady 30-44. freindship/ 
romance. Box Mar4 
NAVAL WIDOW. House/car 
owner widely travelled, varied 
interests, w.l .t.m. sincere gent 
66-f. Box Mar 5 
FEMALE 31. interests, 
animals, nature, photography, 
cistronomy. seeks m/f penpals. 
Box Mar 6 

LARGE broadminded male 
required for amuscnicnt/fun. 
g.s.o.h. essential a.I.a. 

Box Mar 7 

TWO attractive brunettes 
w.l.t.m. male 26-38. photo 
appreciated. a.I.a. Box Mar 8 


NOTICE 

All Jtl\cf1r\rmml\ vuhmtflnJ U* etttn 
mho the Navy Ncw% FVtifncnd Column 
arc uihfcvtcd lo copy approval 
Nary Srwa reserve* die nghl u> make 
any ammdvnmt* which it cumidrr* 
nesessar) or to edit copy *h*.h i% in 
fwu of the number of word* paid lor 
IV** mU Hr i jm loir m* rrt/*muMt) for 
fkr maurr or want rhr *pbr% nrrmvW. 

You must be oeer Ih 
to advertise in this column. 


Navy News 
Own Products 

■ you ara nol um*md on# of ow own 

products sok) ffvougb tr** pap* amply maan 
< to ua taxjMd «dhw U day* and wa ad 
rapbea l baa of chargt or mam a kd rakmd 
(•idudng poataga) 

Tn is guarantor does not 
anaci your statutory rights 


ATTRACTIVE, divorcee, 
single mum. 28, seeks sailor 
officer, friendship/romance. 

Box Mar 9 

JULIE 30. blonde, slim. 

v. g.s.o.h. likes cinema, pubs, 
seeks single serviceman 
28-38. photo appreciated. 

Box Mar 10 

PAM from liverpool, love to 
hear from sailors from 
merseyside. Box Mar II 
SARAH. 19. slim, g.s.o.h., 

w. l.t.m., sailor for friendship/ 
relationship. Box Mar 12 
SINGLE male 27 seeks single 
wren 21-30 n/s. fun/ fantasy. 
Box Mar 13 

F.IHHK, mature gcnl.wltm 
interesting people who enjoy 
life Box Mar 14 
SAILOR young looking 30. 
handsome, v.g.s.o.h. seeks fun 
female penpals. Box Mar 15 
JULIE 42. single mum. 
w.l.t.m. interesting male, 
photo appreciated a.I.a. 
Box Mar 16 

ATTRACTIVE female 40*s. 
enjoys life, walking, travel. 
W.L.T.M. serviceman 40-50. 

Box Mur 17 


PERSONAL 


BALLET DANCER, 33. very slim 
with delicate hone structure. 
Needs sweeping off feet by 
well-built lieutenant Any takers'’ 
Box No 9677 

PENPAL MAC for adults, choose 
yourself a new penfriend from avci 
500 photos. APPROVAL copy from 
MATI MM \M K. I MCI Chorlrv 
PR7 4BS. or ring 01257 480155 
<24houre) 

FIND OLI) FRIENDS, family and 
comrades - rum profit service al very 
low cost. UK and Ireland only. 
Brochure send SAE to KJ. Baker. 
3 Church Street. Chard. TA20 2DW 


People in the News 




ADAM NELSON returned from the 
Adriatic with the minehunter HMS 
Sandown In time to sweep up a £750 prize 
in the RM RN Sports Lottery. 

The OM from Gosport was takina part In 
Operation Harvest which involved Sandown 
helping to recover ordnance jettisoned by 
NATO aircraft during the Koeovo campaign. 

Adam plans to spend the money on e holiday 
with hie wife Sharon end their two daughters 
Sophie (6) end Jessica (three months.) 


'Nelson' wins 

Navy 
sports 
lottery 


Bright future is forecast for 
first civilian weatherman 


• WEATHER MEN: Cdr John Sephton congratulates Jonathan 
Wightmg. the first civilian to graduate from the RN School of 
Meteorology at RN Air Station Culdrose. 


THE FIRST civilian to enroll 
at the RN School of 
Meteorology has passed with 
flying colours. 

Jonathan Wight in v. who works 
for the commercial forecasting 
company Occanroutcs (UK) Lid. 
studied alongside seven RN lieu¬ 
tenants during the ten-week 
course at RN Air Station 
Culdnwc. 

Jonathan’s father Mcrvyn is a 
retired Commander who was once 
a Divisional Officer in Hawke 
Division of Britannia Royal Nasal 
I Dartmouth 

And one of the young officers 
under Cdr Wight ing\ tutelage was 
Will Corbett, who by a strange 
twicl of teo tuned -u,t fto K 
Jonathan Wight mg’s course officer 
at Culdrose. who could have fore- 
cavt that!? 

Jonathan said: “The highly prac¬ 
tical course and the professional¬ 
ism of the staff will stand me in 
good stead for mv forecasting 
career.** 




• 5.000 HOURS: Helicopter 
pilot, Lt Cdr Dicky Bird 


Dicky Bird 
logs 5,000 
flying hours 

HELICOPTER pilot Dicky 
Bird has clocked up his 
5.000th flying hour while serv¬ 
ing on exchange in Italy. 

The milestone was achieved 
during a conversion course with 
the Nuclco I otta Anfihu, the 
Italian equivalent 001 

Commando Aviation Squadron 

Back at his base in Manstacr 
Grottaglic in Southern Italy. Lt 
Cdr Bird was presented with his 
golden wings to mark the occa¬ 
sion. He is now serving with 
Italian Forces in Kosovo, and 
hopes to remain with the unit until 
the Spring of 2002. 



• AWARD: U Stinger Wood 


Seeking 

success 

THE NAVY’S Lt Slinger 
Wood has been presented with 
an award for the best RAF 
Nimrod submarine tracking 
sortie of the Year. 

Lt Wood, who is serving at RAF 
Kinlovv received the Plessey 
Mar uk Trophy on behalf of Crew 
6 of 120 Squadron. 


wedding follows steamy aflair 


STEAM ENTHUSIASTS 
from HMS Sultan helped to 
spring a big surprise on 
MEM James Dickaty's 
wedding day. 

The mechanic was expect¬ 
ing to be driven to the church 
in a Jaguar but HMS Sultan s 
steam-driven Super Sentinel 
turned up instead. 

James had enjoyed work 
ing on the steam truck during 
his time at HMS Sultan and 
when his parent’s suggested 
the idea to its volunteer crew 
they were only too pleased to 
help. 

The group, with James on 
board, chugged (heir way to 
Peartree Church at Itchen. 
Southampton, in time for his 
wedding to Rosie and when 
the happy couple emerged the 
crew formed an archway of 
gleaming spanners. 

The bride was able to keep 
her dress clean as they were 
tran sp orted to the reception 
by limousine, but many of the 
more intrepid guests enjoyed 
s steam wagon ride before 
joining the celebrations. 





• YOUR CARRIAGE AWAfTS: MEM James Dickaty with his best man and the crew of HMS Sultan s 
steam-driven truck Super Sentinel . 
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SPECIALISTS IN PERSONAL INJURY 
AND MEDICAL NEGLIGENCE CLAIMS 

Contact Elizabeth Caple 

JOHN HODGE & CO. 
SOLICITORS' 

0117 929 2281 

Immediate and FREE initial odvice 

Legal Aid • No Win-No Fee 

Mmrrtmrs of The Low Soaoty Penond ond Modcd Mergence Panefc 


• Marine R*finder Singh 

Asian Marine 
says Forces 
life is better 

BRITAIN’S first Sikh Royal 
Marine says he's found life 
In the Services better than 
in Civvy Street. 

Mne Rajinder Singh said: 
Tha back-up you get in the 
Forces i9 better than you get in 
civilian life. 

“No-one has ever said 
anything to my lace which I 
find offensive or anything 
other than friendly banter, and 
if they did I would know exact¬ 
ly how to deal with it. 

What I have found is a 
aenuine interest in my religion 
from my colleagues which has 
allowed me to raise their 
awareness of Sikhism." 

Mne Singh Joined the Royals 
in 1996 and was serving with 
42 Cdo before joining the 
Ethnic Minorities Liaison 
Office to help with recruitment. 

He said: “I tell people to seri¬ 
ously consider the Forces as 
an option, as I did. It has a lot 
to offer, and if you don’t con¬ 
sider it you are denying your¬ 
self an opportunity.’ to contact 
the EMLO, call 0207 937 3749. 


• INVENTURE: Trevor Jones 
on board his wing powered 
trimaran by the Millennium 
Dome at Greenwich. Find out 
more about the voyage at 
www. global in ven f c/re. com 

the voyage, and any donations to 
‘The Next C hallenge Ltd’ will help 
to get the boat finished ax soon as 
possible. 

To contact Trevor, write to him 
at 38 Bishops Mansions. Bishop's 
Park Road. London SW6 hDZ, or 
telephone 0171731 4597. 


lamdon to Madeira, New York, 
Miami, the Panama Canal, Tahiti. 
Auckland, Sydney, Yokohama, 
Hong Kong. Singapore. Colombo. 
Jeddah and Marseilles before 
arriving hack in London. 


was a 


And the epic journey is expected 
to attract extensive media cover¬ 
age throughout Europe. Asia and 
the Middle East. 

Channel 4’x senes Cutting Edge 
is hacking a documentary on the 
voyage and the boat itself will act 
as a giant floating billboard in 
|M.rts all mcr the world. so It is a 
great opportunity for the right 
company 

Trevor is still interested in hear¬ 
ing from paralysed saikirs or able- 
bodied helpers who would like 10 
sign up for a three-month leg of 


L -4 auSUM 


P ARALYSIS hasn t stopped former naval aviator 
Trevor Jones from completing some amazing 
feats. 

And the only thing that now stands between him and his latest 
dream of sailing around the world with a disabled crew is the 
search for a major sponsor for his yacht ‘Invcnture*. 

The huge wing-powered tri¬ 
maran is in Plymouth while the 
final work to ready her for sea is 
completed, and applications for 
paralysed sailors and able bodied 
helpers arc being invited. 

But the biggest effort is going 
into finding a major sponsor with 
up to a ifm to make the dream 
come true. 

Trevor, a helicopter pilot who 
served in the Falkland* and res¬ 
cued Richard Bramon from the 
S«»uth Atlantic before being paral¬ 
ysed in a skiing accident, said: M 1 
knew it was going to be tough, 
there is a lot of competition tor 
sponsorship. 

“But this project has so much to 
offer on a global scale, and with 
our departure date flexible I am 
still hopeful of success.** 

Trevor*s voyage would take him 
and his volunteer crew from 


• Trevor Jones, a naval avia- 
tor who took up microlighting 
after being paralysed In an 
accident, and is now planning 
to sail around the world. 


|*& 


Sponsors sought for epic 
adventure 


Matthew's visit 
high note for 
RM Bandsmen 

ROYAL MARINE Bandsmen «n Portsmouth are used to VIP 
visitors but tnetr latest guest was a rsaily oiq noise) 
Six-yeer-oid Portsmouth youngster Matthew Cooper, who toot 
his sight when he woo a baby, was invited to spend a day with 
musicians at the Royal Marines School oi Music inside 
Portsmouth Naval Bate. 

And during the visit, hosted by veteran trombonist Don Lusher. 
Matthew made the most of it by trying out lust about every 
instrument on otter, culminating with a very audible drum solo) 
The youngster from Saxon Shore Infant School In Portsmouth, 
finished the day on a high note by conducting a rehearsal of the 
Royal Marines Big Band. awt l+*hot) om Hum 


Wife shoots husband! 

NAVAL PHOTOGRAPHERS Andy and Louise Baverstock have covered over 1,000 medal 
presentations during their careers but their latest assignment was the most memorable. 

This time Andy was in front of the lens as he received a Long Service and Good Conduct Model 
from Flag Officer Scotland Northern England and Northern Ireland, Rear Admiral Mike Gregory, 
and his wife Louise was taking the pictures! 



• PCXPHOT) ANDY BAVERSTOCK received his LSGC medal from FOSNNI, Rear Admiral Mike 
Gregory. Andy s wife Louise was on hand to record the moment for posterity 
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memorable voyage 


W! 


fARM sunshine and some of the most 
spectacular scenery in the world greeted 
HMS Somerset when she called at South 

Africa. 

Somerset has already called al Casablanca, Rio dc Janeiro, the 
Cape Verde Islands, Sierra Leone and the Falkland Islands in the 
course of her duties as Atlantic Patrol Ship (South). 

But two weeks in Cape Town gave the ship's company their best 
opportunity vet to fly kwed ones out to enjoy some of the stunning sights, 
such as fable Mountain which towered above her berth in the city's 
famous Victoria and Albert Dock. 


• THANKS: CPO Ray Thomas and PO Daisy Aisbett with Laurent 
Jonas and Ganeeta Joubart at the Red Cross Children 's hospital 
in Cape Town. They presented €500 raised by the PC's and CPO's 
mess in HMS Somerset in the first half of her Atlantic deployment 


The central location meant that 
more than 5XXX) people were able 
to visit Somerset during the two 
days in which the type 23 frigate 
was open to visitors. 


• PRESIDENT: His Excellency President Kabbah inspects the Guard of Honour. 


s sports- 

mad there was no shortage of chal¬ 
lenges for the ship’s teams. 

In a rugby match against a local 
Cape Town side the ship came a 
definite second, but honour was 
restored with a 6-1 victory over the 
same club at football, much to the 
delight of HMS Somerset's 
supporters. 

During the visit to South Afnca 
the ship said farewell to her 
Commanding Officer of the last 
two yean, Cdr The I Ion Michael 
Cochrane, who » getting married 
and taking up a post at the MOD in 
London, and welcomed h» replace¬ 
ment. Cdr Paddy McAlpinc 

After a short visit to 
Simonstown. HMS Somerset 
began the long voyage back to 
Britain by heading up the coast of 
West Afnca. and made the second 
call of her deployment to Freetown 
in Siena Leone. 

The visit began with an inspec¬ 
tion of her Guard of Honour by 
President Kabbah, who was attend¬ 
ing a meeting on board with UN 
Ambassador Adcmjt. Acting High 
Commissioner Mr Crossman and 
Major General Jelley. UNAMSIL 
Force Commander. 

Ashore, Somerset's medical offi¬ 
cer. SurgCdr Max Inwood. and his 
assistant LMA(O) Tracey Barrett 
managed to treat over 250 patients 
during a two-day clinic. 


# DELIGHT: Children at the Sierra Leone International Mission 
Orphanage play In the water after Somerset s Marine Engineers 
restored supplies. 


During Somerset's stay a work¬ 
ing parly from the ship completely 
redecorated two schools for the 
deaf and blind and unproved their 
plumbing, sanitation and wiring. 

And al the Sierra Leone 
International Mission Orphanage 
sailors repaired an exhausted 
water pump and replaced extrac¬ 
tion hoses in a well which saw fresh 
water gushing to the surface again 
to the delight of the children who 
live there. 

Cdr McAlpinc. Somerset's new 
CO. said (>ur vail to IfcMlMi 
has alkvwcd us to witness first hand 
the significant progress made in 
the peace process over the last four 
months 

"UK Forces have been playing a 
a key role in supporting a lasting 
peace, and my ship's company have 
made a positive contribution with 
their efforts ashore. 


leave 


slay j 

! having strengthened the 
many friendships made during our 
last visit in October.*' 

O Britain’s increasingly close links 
with the French navy were bol¬ 
stered by HMS Somerset during an 
exercise off the coast of Senegal. 

The ship spent two days with the 
FS Germinal and proved the inter¬ 
operability of both vessels with 
exercises m communications, data 
linking, warfare and ship handling. 

Somerset is no stranger to the 
French navy, she spent three 
months in the Adriatic during the 
Kosovo crisis escorting the French 
carrier FS Foch. 

The ship returns to Plymouth in 
March and has handed over her 
Atlantic Patrol Ship duties to HMS 
Southampton (see page 8). 


IN BRIEF 


FANS OF THE Royal 
Marines Band Portsmouth 
can hear them in concert 
and raise money for charity 
at the same time. 

The Band is appearing with 
the Portsmouth Cnoral union 
at the city's Guildhall at 7pm 
on March 12 to help raise cash 
for King George's Fund for 
Sailors. 

Tickets, priced from £4 to 
£13. arc available from the 
Guildhall Box Office on 01705 
824355. 

□ Q □ 

A HUGH hone from a sailor 
who was among <J00 people 
drowned in the sinking of the 
Royal George at Spithcad in 
I7d2 has finally been laid to 
rest. 

Divers recovered the relic 
from the 104-gun ship in the 
1840s but it finally returned to 
Portsmouth after the closure 
of the museum in Wfclcs which 
housed it 

The bone was interred with 
the remains of 33 other victims 
of the traeedv in a simple cere¬ 
mony at St Mary’s Garden of 
Remembrance in Fratton, 
Portsmouth. 

O O Q 

NtWHAVEN held a memori¬ 
al service for 105 men lost with 
HMS Brazen in the town's 
worst ever maritime disaster. 

More than 250 people 
attended the ceremony at St 
Michael's Church on January 
26. exactly 200 years after the 
warship was driven onto the 
rocks in a howling gale. 

The Royal Nav\ was well 
represented at the service 
which conducted bv the Rector 
of Newhaven. Rev Joseph 
Harper. 


Defence Housing Executive studies 
sensitive issues on ‘mixed’ estates 


THE DEFENCE Housing Executive has appointed a Mixed 
Estates Strategy Co-ordinator to manage the sensitive 
issues which can arise where Service ana civilian families 
live on the same housing estate. 

The DHE't Jim Blackburn has taken on the |ob and as part of the 
Services Liaison Team he will report to Director Services Liaison, 
Brigadier Christopher Price, based at St Christopher's House in 
London. 

His brief is to develop a strategy which recognises the sensitiv¬ 
ity of a military patch’ alongside civilian occupancy, whilst ensur¬ 
ing that the terms of tha recent sale agreement with Annington 
Homes (the owner of the family quarters) continue to be met. 


Tha deal with Annington Homes Ltd means that thare will be an 
increasing number of mixed estates as more surplus properties 
are released. 

Mr Blackburn will start by studying the experiences of mixed 
estates in Plymouth and Portsmouth where the community spirit 
has ensured successful integration. 

In the meantime, he is keen to hear the concerns which Service 
families have and will be In close contact with unK/statioagarri¬ 
son commanders and with residents representatives. 

Pilot schemes for all three Services have been approved and 
their progress will be reported in Navy News. To contact Mr 
Blackburn, telephone 0171 921 4663 or write to DHE HQ, Room 
8/51, St Christopher House, Southwark St London SEl OTE. 


Jetty's closure marks end of an era 


THE POLARIS jetty 
at Royal Naval 
Armaments Depot 
Coulport has final¬ 
ly decommis¬ 
sioned after 32 
years of active 
support to the 
service. 

To mark the occa¬ 
sion. Mr Tom Ward, 
superintendent of 
RNAD Coulport, pre¬ 
sented a commemo¬ 
rative plaque to Lt 
Cdr David Robinson. 
CO of HMS Ledbury. 
tha last ship to visit 
tha fatty. 

They are pictured 
(right) with the spec¬ 
tacular backdrop of 
Craachan Mor which 
overlooks the 

Coulport armaments 
depot where so many 
Polaris missile 
onloads and offloads 
took piece. 



Maritime art 
on show at 
Greenwich 

THE NATIONAL Maritime 
Museum at Greenwich is host¬ 
ing an exhibition of art 
featuring the coastline of the 
UK. 

Beside The Sea - The Bntish 
Coast In Alt' opened in February 
and will run until June 6. 

Britain’s coastline has inspired 
generations of artists and the exhi¬ 
bition aims to show how people 
have responded to it over the last 
150 yean. 

One of the highlights of the 
exhibition is a senes of scenes by 
the Bovlc Family. who have made 
14 wall reliefs showing the effect 
of every tide in a week on the same 
section of beach. 

Watercolours, oil paintings, 
films and rare sketches by Jclin 
Brett and William Wyllic will also 
be on show. The exhibition in open 
from Iflam to 5pm every day and 
entrance is free with National 
Maritime Museum tickets. For 
more information, call 0181 858 
4422. 

Nurses join 
Navy proper 

OUEEN Alexandra's Royal 
Naval Nursing Service is to be 
wholly incorporated into the 
RN from April I. 

The administrator move ends 
the present anomaly where 
Nursing Officers are commis¬ 
sioned into the RN and have a 
reserve service liability while med¬ 
ical assistants (ratings) sign up for 
the QARNNS only and cannot he 
recalled unless they volunteer. 

In future, ail personnel joining 
the RN and serving in the 
QARNNS will be liable for reserve 
duty after leaving the Service. 
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not available 
on Civvy Street 


Exclusive talk time offer 


One month’s complimentary talk time on 
Everyday 50. Talk 30.120 and 400. 


Special savings on phones 

25% oft all phones costing £99.99 or less. 



Complimentary handset 

Choose from a selected dual or single band phone. 




Keep your current number 

Switch to Orange from any other UK digital 
mobile network and you can bring your 
existing mobile number with you. 



No connection charge 

Saving you £35 (inc. VAT). 



Personal handsfree kit 

A valuable accessory available 
to you at no extra charge. 



Orange Value Promise 

We believe we offer the best value tariffs, 
but if you find a popular digital tanff from 
another network that suits you better, we'll 
offer you an exact equivalent. 


0800 168 168 

As a member of the armed forces, the MoD Network Agreement entitles you to even more value 
when you join Orange. To take advantage of this agreement, call Orange direct on the number 
above between 8am-10pm weekdays and 9am-5.30pm at weekends, quoting reference NAV03. 
This offer closes 30 April 2000. 



MAV03 


Connection «» subject to status and a minimum 12 month contract This offer excludes upgrades and monthly charges start from Cl7.50 me. VAT. 


orange 
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Royal Naval 


New Area PROS 
to brighten up 
the RNA's image 

A HEW strategy to enhance the image of the RNA is centred on the creation of 

...... — - - fr ‘ “ - - - - -- - 


the Associations 1 13 Areas in the United 


Kingdom. 

The idea is that of the 
Association's voluntary PR 
Adviser* Capt Refer Voutc RN 
(rcld) T who was the Navy's 
Director of Public Relations 
during I he Gulf War. 

Tbc Area PROs have ticca 
selected bv Area Com mil tecs from 
iinumg volunteer*. Their rule b to 
heighten the RNAi public image, 
as well as people \ understanding 
of and support (or the organisation 
m their reports 

ft is hoped that improved 

recruitment will be among 

the benefits, 

Capi Vs Hite, who wax appointed 
as i he RNAY PR Adviser Iasi year, 
has worked as a puttie rdalkms 
consultant for other orgiinisalium 
since leaving (he Navy ffe said 
experience had shown him that 
Area public rctolion& networks 
were very effective in improving 
coverage in ihe regional press. and 
on regional TV and radio. 

In the ease of the Association 


the Area men land one vom) 
will also liaise with branch PKlh 
and secretaries to co-ordinate otw- 
eragen see the need for the RNA 


Ur rube its profile, and The Area 
PRO* are the front-line trout* of 
the RNA* PR effort/* said tap 
Vtoulc* 


Around the Branches 


Gloucester 

When HMS Gloucester visited 
Avonmouth. members of the ships 
company were entertained by the 
branch who in turn were welcomed 
on board 

[hiring the visit, one of the type 
42*x PO* lost his wedding nng. 
engraved Sn+tt <iruf Shttfa, in the 
Icjwil Anyone finding it is asked to 
hand it in to the RNA Hub at IK 
Commercial Road. 

Carshalton 

The branch held a social in hon 
our of a group of CheRea pension- 
cn met by shipmates before 
Christmas when they look part in a 
carol service and junk opera at the 
Royal Hospital, wdh members of 



Save up to £25 
on RAC membership 

• Cover as a driver or passenger in any vehicle 

• 4 out of 5 breakdowns repaired on the spot 

• Roadside repairs completed in an average 
of just 22 % minutes 

Join now 

Navy News readers 
can save up to £25 

0800 581 077 



Please quote reference GE0008 
Offer also available to 
existing RAC Members 
-call 0990 



Util cflw camel tm vmti m avtrctnn w#i arty otm RAC dht Omxxtm nrty w&r In o trim w*we* ft 

Vauranca T#t M PS* stareiOrtJ raw 

L fiJ i i w i tJw ti ip aataiia^ftACTaFT^^Uar n Uwti^ 



\ Cardiff’s 90 
reasons to 
celebrate 


Mitcham. Mur den and Wimbledon 
branch of the RNA and RFMI 
Group from Ahknhot. 

Pembroke Dock 

Winimc memories were 
recalled when Shipmate Norman 
Fish (77). survivor of the destroyer 
HMS Puckcridgc, attended a short 

wnicc ami wreath-laying cere run¬ 
ny at Limit km cemetery, Pembroke- 
shire* where 22 of his former ship¬ 
mates are interred. 

Branch members greeted 
Norman when he arrived from 
Bournemouth and accompanied 
him to the cemetery where he laid 
a wreath of poppies 

Norman was aged 19 when the 
Puckcridge was bombed in the 
Irish Sea in 194 J, Although she did 


not sink. X) of her ship's companv 
died and many were injured, 
including Norman who was treated 
for hacTt and leg injuries at 
Pembroke Dock Hospital. 

The vi-reaih-laying was attended 
Shipmates rmn Chi.snail 
ranch chairman), Gerry Price 
fvkc chairman), Norman Clegg 
(secretary ), as well as other mem 
hers of the branch and of 
Pembroke Dock Sea Cadet unit 


Sr. 


Long Beach 


2 


Shipmate fan Tfeillcy wax among 
veterans from many parts of (he 
world who gathered at Ajax, 
Ontario, for the hffcb anniversary 
reunion of the HMS Ajax and 
River Plate Wlcrans Association 
Events included reception*, a 
pin dinner, sightseeing, visits to 
local schools to recount wartime 
cxpoftemxs, and a remembrance 
service and parade 

lire reunion wax a bo attended 
veterans of the other British 
ups involved iii the battle, HMS 
Achilles and I IMS Exeter 

Chichester 

Branch treasurer Shipmate 
David lUyth and hk wife, Pam* had 
the pleasant task or preventing 
cheques when they celebrated a 
hOth birthday and their 40th wctL 
ding anniversary. 

They had asked that, instead of 
receiving presents, branch mem¬ 
bers donate to local charities Thai 
resulted in £330 being presented to 
St Wilfred * Ho«|ncc and I2U0 to 
the branch's, welfare fund 

A bottle of rum wax raffled and 
made over £J(K). 


Nuneaton 

Street collection* hy members m 
Nuneaton and Bodworth raised 
£600 for local charities in addition 
to donatums made to Naval chart- 
ties in a previous month. 

Life membership and the 
Shipmate of the Year Thiphy have 
been awarded to Shipmate Bill 
Freeman Bouquet* were present' 
cd 1o Shipmates Jean Cokhdi and 
Maureen Freeman in (hank* for 
their work for the branch. 

Cheshunt 

Over 100 member* and guests 
attended the branch's tenth 
anniversary dinner dance. 
Shipmate of the Year award was 
presented !<» Shipmate Joe Wright, 
and the Out k ley Trophy went to 
Shipmate Marion Joy 

A vote of thank* wo* proposed 
to Shipmate Bib* Challley who 
was retiring j* secretary. She is suc¬ 
ceeded by Shipmate Dave 
Wiltshire. 

The branch had rabed CLOU) for 
the Jubilee Sailing Trust, and £750 
fot other charities. 

Cwmbran 

The branch's 3 111 annual 
remembrance service was held at 
the Missions to Seamen in 
Newport it w«s conducted by the 
Rev Malcolm Atnscough and 
attended by representative* of 
Newport branch, Newport 
Merchant Navy Association, and 
youth organisations connected with 
the sea. 

Lesson* were read by (he chair* 


OLDEST member of Cardiff 
branch, Shipmate Ivor 
iBjngy) William a, cele¬ 
brates Ha 90th birthday In 
good company. 

Ivor, a bowing oh hit cake 
with the branch chairman. 
Shipmate Gordon Phillips, 
left the Navy as a CPC 
Electrician in 1956 after 32 
yea re' service. 

He served in almost ah 
types of warships, including 
Impregnable, Emperor of 
Indie, Hood. Tiger, Dorset' 
shire, Vivid, Defiance, 
Berwick, Galatea. Ardent, 
Brazen, Britoman, Alameln. 
Dunkirk, Matapan. Howe 
and Orion. 


man of No 7 Arcs, Shipmate 
Mcrvyn Hodge, and by the branch 
v*ce chairman. Shipmate Lloyd 
Pilt. Eight standard* were paraded, 

Gravesend 

Branch secretary and treasurer. 
Shipmate Tom Barndcn, ha* been 
mode an MBE for hi* services to 
charity and his work for the branch 

Mem hen provided a Colour 
Fatty for a wreath-laying ceremony 
a I lit* let Bay, Gravesend, in hon¬ 
our of the merchant seamen who 
lost their live* in (he area. 

York 

Almost 10B shipmates were 
guest* a I the gathering to celebrate 
the golden wedding of brunch vice 
chairman. Shipmate Bill Sunder 
land, and his wife. Audrey. 

The branch's long-serving secre¬ 
tary. Shipmate GctJl Misltclh, and 
chairman. Shipmate Sian Hudson, 
have both retired to make was for 
new Wood, Shipmate Mick 
Farrington takes over a* secretary, 
and Shipmate Derek Eggleston a* 
chairman 

The branch now ha* a member- 
ship of over LQ0. 


Worthing 


A buffet dance was attended by 
70 member* and their wives, 
including members of Lancing and 
Litikhampfon branches, and mem' 
bets of Ford branch of the Fleet 
Air Arm Association, 

A raffle offered 40 prizes, with 
an eoual number of them going to 
mernnei* of each branch 



r 

i 


WINNER of our Mystery Picture 
competition in the January 
issue was Mr J. Moss of 
Dorchester. Ha correctly Identi¬ 
fied the picture as that of the f 
survey vassal HMS Vidal (1951- 
76), ^ 

Hit entry was picked it ran- | 
dom, and ha receives our £36 
prize. The identity ol this 
month's picture carries another 
£30 prize. Name the carrier and 
identify a double link with 
Greece. j 

^ C frhp M i tn coupon and ft to jj 

llyilify Piclwi. fttvy Mtvi. HMS MitilKvM, . 
FortwroowlhPOl 1HH. Caupwa gMi y | 
OfMmma wti go into a pfili tirm *o j | 

Ctowng oat# Iqt antrla# k» April IS. 
Vhwt m*r» on* *nuy can a# *ubmm*d Sul 
pftQloeoplM iamwl N t *'*' *^ *^ Ou ftol 
inckiUv awyihifbg tOsa 
e«fntfwtitnc* 
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Peter’s Cumberland model takes top prize 


A PAINSTAKINGLY detailed model 
of the frigate HMS Cumberland has 
eon a top prize for its builder. 
Shipmate Peter Williams of 
Camberley branch, 

Peter ft 5ft long, l.W scale model of 
the Type 22 warship was judged the best 
model of 300 entered tor the competi¬ 
tion at Great Yarmouth Boat Show. 

What makes his winning entry even 
more remarkable is that ft Is radio con¬ 
trolled with working features - naviga¬ 
tion lights, a fully manned bridge, signal 
lamp, rotating radar aerials, working 
helicopter landing lights and a Lynx air¬ 
craft which moves up and down on the 
flight deck 

Paint for the ship was supplied by 
Captain fleet Maintenance at HMS 
Drake, while Westland sent information 
on the Lynx, 

Peter, a member of the Surface 
Warship Association, said the Great 
Yarmouth Show was the first outing lor 
the completed model 

The craftsman‘s main ambition is to 



Tve spent 
years re¬ 
searching 
her in her 
1942 condition 
and now t have 
started working 
from plans I obtained 
from the National Mari¬ 
time Museum. The scale is 1/128, mak¬ 
ing the model about the same length as 
the one of the modem frigate. 

"During the research l visited the cur¬ 
rent HMS Cumberland, so armed with 
lots of information and photographs 
taken on board I deckled to build her as 
well. Just to get my hand ini ' 


Peter is grateful to all those who 
helped him with the project, and Is ded¬ 
icating hie award “to ail the wonderful 
people I’ve met over many years fn the 


RNA„ Naval Medical Association, and 
the HISS Cumberland Association, many 
of whom f probably bored with my 
model project ft." 


• Shipmate Peter M/hams 
(inset) won a bear tn show 
award with this modal of HMS 
Cumberland. 



RNfl to parade 
at unveiling of 
FAA memorial 


THE PRINCE of Wale* is due to 
unveil the Reel Air Arm memori¬ 
al in Victoria Embankment 
Gardens cm June 1. Invitations are 
jEoing out to all thox. 1 who donated 
mdivjdualtv to the Memorial 
Appeal, and to representatives of 
ihe Naval anociattoits who vent 
contrfaitiiwn from ihcir branches. 

The National Standard of the 
RNA will be among thus* on 
parade. Music will be provided hv 
a Royal Marines band and it is 
Nvpcd thiit a fly-past by aircraft of 
the FAAs Historic night can he 
arranged 


FALLING membership of 
the BN A has triggered 
plans for a rise in annual 
subscriptions from £6 to 


in number* of those who have 
teiwd in the Navy iioee Wurld 
War H mean* that inevitably there 
are fewer and fewer people eligible 
for full membership of ihe 
Association under it* present rule* 

In a statement, the National 
Council *4 id: “However successful 
future recruitment b, there is now 
ra» alternative than to plan on the 
basis that membership numbers 
will continue to fall over the course 
nf the neat few years. 

“Annual sdbscHptioni have aho 
fallen try some OMfJU between 
l«7 and IW. By 2D0K at £h per 
year, Ihe total could fall hv another 

bsAoa 

"If the RNA d to survive and 
prosper in the new millennium il i> 
essentia] that it » able in operate 
from a strung financial base. 

The proposal would put subs up 
by 33 pet cent, but the National 
Council argues that frequent, small 


rises would be expensive to admin¬ 
ister for both HO and the branch¬ 
es. The fail rise in subs w as made 
in 1995 when they went up by ft. 

General Secretary of the 
Association, Cftpt Bob 
McQueen RN (raid), says Ihe 
rise is In lino with increases 
which have already been 
made by other e*-Service 
organisation*' including the 
Royal British Legion, the 
Royal Marines Association 
and ihe RAF Association. 

“The pfioNttn is common to all 
such isMxiaiitmi/' he said. “We 
are not du>n of cash - our reserve* 
have increased over the past frve 
years. 

“Bui wc arc making a business 
reaunmendatkm that the %ubsenp- 
1km goes up tu meet expenditure, 
otherwise we will find ourselves in 
a vicmjus circle which would result 


The Anodktbil’s National 
Council will decide this month 
on a proposal for Ihe increase 
which would he put before (he 
annual conference at Wey¬ 
mouth in June Any rise would 
come into effect next year. 

The National Council is priding 
itself i mi excellent housekeeping 
which has so far conserved the 
Awocfaikjci^ reserves of approxi¬ 
mately £700,000. Expenditure m 
t*m mood at Jtua over OMJKJO, 
representing a rise of only four per 
cent m four yearx 

However, membership now 
stands it about 37,000 7.500 less 

than 1995. Hie constant shrinkage 


Nt W PXR7 n ,E iNDttS BRITISH PACIFIC FLEETS ,, (2nd PHASE).. 

Trmco, Sydney. Manus, Safushifna me Making marnmum use q( iff surviving 
RN archive Mm «ndudtog colour this 2nd Phare video continue* the epic story 
ot both theee fleets Aff other episode* sttii available Pert 9 Op,Neptune 
(D-Day Part B Op. Torch Pert 7 Hazards ol Russian Convoy* 

Part d Perilous Waters tictior m ihe Aftmc) Pan 5 Tragedy i Triumph 
[Sat ct N Cw} down to and md Part 1 Bsttlvshhw el War. Each rs 60 mm 
Price UK £21.do post paid Brewhwe add C3.of For mutfepte rotors Urge 
discount avatebto FiA details of ttvs A m pro<gwtmaa rendSAE. 


The Navy In The News 

and 

More Navy In The News 

Let Jim Aliaway, 
Editor of Navy News, 
take you through 
forty years of 
_ naval history 
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FOR THE third year running No 4 Area chose 
Dartmouth as the venue lor their ennui I meet¬ 
ing, Areas officers ere shown here with the 
town's Mayor and Mayoress. Cltr Meivyn Stone 
end Christine Stone. The others are (t-r) 
Shipmates Ray Berrectough {area and national 
treasurer), Mick Arnold (secretary)' Howard 
Jeffries (president), Richard Debenham ichair¬ 
man), David White (National Council vice chair¬ 
man} and Jan Tldbail (Dartmouth branch 
chairman). 


At a quarterly meeting of the Area at Bodmin, 
36 of the 52 branch representatives attended. 
Shipmate Paul Cornwall presented a shield to 
the Area president, 11 is to be to be named the 
Vic Cornwall Memorial Shield in memory of 
Pauls (ether, and will be held by Bodmin 
branch (or annuel presentation to the male RNA 
associate member tn the Area who has done 
most tor the branch and the RNA tn general. 

The Area already has the Jaqul Ward Memorial 
Trophy for female associate members. 


.. AND HMS ZULU 
HAD HER STERN 
BLOWN OFF BY A 
MING.. -- 


THE BOWS Of THE 
ZULU WERE JOINED 
TO THE STeRN OF 
THE NUBIAN AND 
THE "NEW“SHIP 
NAMED HMS ZU6IAN! 


IT'S NO OOOD SIR, 
JUST LIKE YOUR 
HAIRPIECE I CAN 
STILL SEE TrtE JOIN! 


Naval Quirks 

WHEN IN 1016 HMS 
NUBIAN'S BOWS WERE 
WRECKED 0Y A 
sr-. torpedo., j—- 


To order telephone: 02392 733558 
or buy online at www.navynews.co.uk 


Shipmates 
aid facelift 
for grave 
of officer 
on Darwin 
voyage 
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is’ badges began - officially, 
anyway - just 80 years ago. Roger 
Fry explores the background to 
some of the Navy’s rarest antiques. 


T HE DATE and name of the first ship's budge in 
the Royal Navy is not known, but examples were 
seen around IK60 and gradually numbers 
increased so that by the turn of the century many 
warships displayed one, the design frequently repeated on 
gun tampions and boats - hut without any standard in 
material, shape, si/e or quality. 

This m iii.il ion pro ailed until 1916 when the part-time curator of the 
Ijtndnn Timer Armoury Slid Charles ffoulko RNVR was invited to 
assist in establishing what was later to become the Imperial War 
Museum. 

As well as being an expert on firearms, and on acceptance receiving 
the honorary rank of Major KM. his other accomplishments included a 
sound knowledge of classical history, heraldry and an interest in Naval 
hadacs. 

lie began collecting examples of the latter for the Museum, which 
brought him into contact with ships and ship builders, one of whom was 
George Richardson, a director of Swan Hunter & Wigham Richardson 
Ltd. in whose Wallsend yard IIMS Tower was building, the CO designate 
anxious to have a ship’s badge. 

Maj ffoulkcs agreed to design one which was carved in wood, then cast 
in brass at the yar II. m 180 imprevscJ Kkhardsoa that he sought 
further designs and by 191H ffoulkcs had completed 20 or so for SH&WR 
and other builders many for V and W class destroyers. 

By October his reputation had spread to the Admiralty who offered 
him the honorary position of Admiralty Adviser on Heraldry with the 
task of designing badges for every ship in the Fleet of Torpedo Ifcwl 
Destroyer sue or above. 

IjiIc 191H saw the Ships Badges Committee formed with ffoulkes sit¬ 
ting with the Admiralty Librarian and a serving admiral. After trials, it 
was decided that destroyers should receive a shield-shape badge; cruisers 
pentagonal; auxiliaries (submarines, minesweepers, aircraft carriers etc) 
diamond and battlcshipxhattlccruiscrs circular. 

Each was surrounded by a “rope" frame with gold Naval crown (the 
“crest") above the ship's name and cast in hravs to specific size and 
weight, the largest being the battleship badge. 2ft 21/2 inches high and a 
heftv KOIb. 

ffoulkcs' skill as a water colourist, together with collected examples of 
figureheads and early badge designs enabled him to create over 550 
“Patterns" before his retirement in 1936. Each was numbered and had to 
be “sealed" by the Committee, after which it became the Sealed Pattern 
Successive Clnrcnccux Kings of Arms and Somerset Heralds have pre¬ 
pared these. Once sealed, the Pattern was passed to H H Martyn and 
Co to be carved m relief on yellow-pine boards of the requisite shape to 
make a full set including name block. 

Batches of carvings and blocks were then despatched to Chatham 


Setting the 
pattern 


Dockyard where each was mated with its respective prc-carvcd. re-usable 
frame and crest. This combination formed the pattern from which a Im»I 
low sand mould was created into which molten hravs was poured After 
cleaning off and painting, the badges were ready for issue 

It is accepted that Admiralty Ships' Badges were introduced with 
ffoulkcs' first hatch of approved Pattern in 1919. hut as late as June 1921 
only two badge sets - lor HMS Wishart and Tiger - had been cast and 
these arc thus recorded as the first official ones. 

Soon after, several dozen had been completed. Each ship was also 
entitled to a pair of badges for each boat noted on the plans, a smaller 
facsimile of the parent badge, cast in hravs but without name or crest. 

lilts principle continued until 1941 when boat badges were discontin¬ 
ued and Patterns for new names were fitted into a new standard ciicular 
frame, smaller than the battleship frame and around 32lh. in line with the 
other three styles. Iliwvcvcr. if a badge was already in existence, a new 
ship would he allocated that, regardless of shape, and if the badge of a 
predecessor was unavailable, the carving was adapted to fit the new-stvle 
Inline. 


I t was not until 1957 that boat badges were rc-intruduccd, now with 
crest and name and half the size of the parent badge. Dicscl/clcctric 
submarines also had this as their master badge, nuclear boats one 
slightly larger 

Coat savings uuieklv saw aluminium alloy introduced, hut warships 
hitherto deprived of a badge were now provided with one. smaller vessels 
having a common Type Pattern with individual ship's name above. 

Many ships had earlier fashioned their own badges and preferred to 
keep them, hut by 1975 Their Dirdships expected all warships and Naval 
Air Squadrons to display the circular standard badge. RFA and RMAS 
vessels having a pent agonal design and shore establishments diamond 
Badges therefore fall broadly into three categories: 

• Unofficial, circa 1860-1021, or later for ships which belatedly or 
never received an Admiralty Pattern). 

• Official Admiralty Pattern badges cast from 1921 in brass at 
Chatham until the late 1950s. 

• Those cast since at Chatham, then Devonport and now by the 
builder in alloy or plastic roin. 

While the sale to the public of official badges which arc to he retained 
“in perpetuity" h forbidden, some, especially boat badges have found 


• Above: A rare "handed pair " of 5-in brass boat badges, cast at 
Chatham for the cruiser HMS Cleopatra. Left and right facing pat 
terns frequently required an extra casting to enable both badges 
to face forward when fixed to a boat. Below left: Pre-Admnfty 
ship s badge for HMS Excellent, a fine qualify brass casting of 
circs 1895 thst remained in use until 1955. Below tight: Admiralty 
Type standard badge of HM submarine Trusty, 1942. Original 
destroyer pattern by Charles ffoulkes for 1919 destroyer. 



their way into private hands, mostly from the disposal of hastily dc-storcd 
ships in the period 1945-49 or later from ex-affiliated public institutions 
turning to new allegiances 

A good number reached the market from the breaking of the unique 
Swan Hunter collection and a recent DML "find" from the 1930s in an 
old dockyard boat store. No doubt Jack also spirited away the odd boat 
badge as a trophy from a happy ship!. 

J Further reading: Admiralty Ships Badge\. Original Patterns 1919 94, 
by T P. Stopford (Stone Frigate. Rochester 1995). Heraldry in the Royal 
Navy, Crr%t% and Badges of HM Ship% . by A E. Weightman (Gale and 
Mdcii 1957) 
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Education 


New plan 
to connect 
with youth 
unveiled 


EDUCATION and Employment 
Secretary David Blunkett last 
month unveiled a radical new 
youth support service for all 
13-19 year olds - Connexions. 

Connexions will be phased 
in from 2001 and piloted 
round the country. The first 
five pilots will be in Coventry 
and Warwickshire; Devon and 
Cornwall; Lewisham. 
Hampshire and Humberside. 
There will also be a 
Connexions freephone line 
piloted in the North-East soon. 

The service will integrate 
existing careers advice and 
support services for young 
people into a coherent and 
improved framework. It will 
create a single point of access 
for young people to currently 
fragmented service provision 
- at the moment young people 
can deal with up to eight dif¬ 
ferent agencies 

Personal advisers will be 
available to give advice and 
guidance on learning and 
careers choices and to help 
young people overcome any 
barriers to successful transi¬ 
tions into adult life. 

Mr Blunkett said: "At pre¬ 
sent just under a third of 
young people drop out or fail 
to achieve their learning goal 
in full-time education. These 
wrong career paths cost an 
estimated £350 million. The 
social costs can be enormous 
In unemployment and crime. 

Wrong choices often lead 
to wasted lives. We must 
reduce the proportion of 
young people not in educa¬ 
tion, training or work below 
the current level of nine per 
cent." 


We’re proud 
of what we 
build here 

If you’d like to find out more about why we are in such demand, 
please phone for an individual appointment. 

You will be made most welcome. We award service bursaries. 


- v - 
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LOMOND 

SCHOOL 

Helensburgh 


10 Stafford Street, 
Helensburgh, 
Dunbartonshire 
X4 9JX. 
Telephone: 
(01436) 672476. 


Robert McDonald. Junior One pupil 






BOARDING AND DAY SCHOOL H)« BOYS AND GIRLS MUMRATORY HI UMOR III* 


Trinity School is thriving: 

V X'r Imre isscreussstg pupil Humbert and first rut* rxam end spurts results. 

The School is focused on the need* of individual* and help* to build confi 
dence. thus helping them to real nr their full potential. 

Counn can be tailored to nurture individual ability 

Statement from a recent School leaver. 


‘The teachers help us because more mature, ussd to respect others 
optulasts They are all so eery helpful here". 

Oxer il million has been spent oxer the last 5 years 
on a structured development programme including hoarding 
accommodation with cn-suitc facilities. 


torn teill he uuemlf welcomed ahem yam fish the School 
Firaxr e amtmc t Lesley < 


-TRINITY SCHOOL- 

RUCKERIDCK ROAD • TEIGNMOUTH • DEVON • TQI4 81Y 

Tel (01626) 774138 Frx (01626) 771541 

e-mail: irin%c123Kaol.com www.irinityxchool.co.uk 

Injury School it a duntablr inttttutr far the nfacattoa a! a hi Mr m 
Virmhrr of ISA - Reg Chanty No 276960 - Accmfard by 1ST 
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urate prediction of weather 
wvn.ditions is crucial to the 
success of maritime operations. 
MIKE GRAY meets the team 
which provides the Fleet with 
its weather forecasts - and 
much more. 


I T IS ironic that on 
stepping into the 
Fleet Weather and 
Oceanographic Centre 
(FWOC) I was asked "Is 
it still raining out there } " 
The Royal Navy team has 
such a firm grasp of global 
weather patterns that the 
state of trie sky above their 
Northwood base is of little 
professional interest - and, 
to be fair, the centre is sever¬ 
al floors below the ground. 

The importance of their 
work spreads across the entire 
Royal Navy and beyond, a fact 
ackfMiwIcdgcd by the man who 
directs the ships worldwide. 

What this team does is 
absolutely crucial lo our day-to-day 
business/* said Commodore 
Malcolm Williams. Assistant Chief 
of Staff (Operations). 

"Whether it's a ship in the Gulf, 
the South Atlantic, the West 
Indies, the Hu bast, or in UK 
waters, the maritime beskness is 
always dependent on the weather. 

"Take, for example. HMS 
lixctcr in the Gulf doing MIOPv 1 
have got in mind what sort of con¬ 
ditions her scaboat is going to 
experience.** 

For FWOC this represents the 
bread and butter aspect - routine 
forecasts for areas where the Navy 


Terms of 
reference 

DERA: Defence 
Research and Evaluation 
Centre 

FWOC: Fleet Ocean¬ 
ographic and Weather 
Centre. 

PJHQ: Permanent Joint 
Headquarters 
TLAM: Tomahawk Land 
Attack Missiles (cruise 
missiles) 

USN: United States Navy 

MIOPS: 

Maritime Interdiction 
Operations 
HM: Hydrography 
Meteorology and Ocean¬ 
ography 


has a presence. 

Teams of four - a junior officer 
forecaster, a petty officer supervi¬ 
sor anti two junior rates - working 
a foe-watch system feed regular 
weather updates to the Reel, RFA 
and Royal Marines. 

Other ‘customers’ of FWOC 
‘products' are Fleet HO. Ihc HO 
of 11/18 Group RAF (UK home 
defence and Maritime Patrol 
Aircraft). Permanent Joint H<.> 
Commandcr-in-Chicf Eastern 
Atlantic and other NATO groups, 
and the UK Met Office in 
Bracknell - itself a defence agency. 

Ships in the South Atlantic 
receive two charts a day. and twice 
that many are produced for the 
North Atlantic. 

In the Caribbean there b just 
one chart daily - except when a 
hurricane threatens, when addi¬ 
tional work b put into tracking and 
forecasting the path of the storm 

When Hurricane Mitch struck 
Central America with such vio¬ 
lence in 1998, FWOC watched as it 
swung through the region until it 
was judged safe to send in the West 
Indies Guardship. HMS Sheffield, 
and HMS Ocean's exercise group. 

Typical weather analyses arc 
done on computer, and can he sent 
as coded messages to ships. 

FWOC has five or six regains 
under scrutiny at any one time. The 
North East Atlantic b always moni¬ 
tored. and others usually include the 
Gulf, the Balkans, the Caribbean 
and the South Atlantic. 

T he other side to FWOC’* 
work is the reactive cell. This 
also has global responsibility, 
but focuses all its resources to pro¬ 
vide precisely-tailored information 
in support of particular operations 
“On special operations, like 
Desert Fox and Kosovo, the service 
provided to the units out there and 
the planners here at PJHQ and 
Fleet b extremely important," said 
Commodore Williams. 

“If you arc talking about preci¬ 
sion bombing by RAF aircraft in 
Kosovo, then clearly it's important 
we have got a good handle on 
weather conditions." 

According to US Navy exchange 
officer Li Cdr Joe Vcncziano: “We 
are like firemen - wc gel called on 
when things get hot." 

Masses of information b drawn 
in - from ship* and observers in the 
repoo. from the Met Office, from 
NATO allies and even the Internet 
- and the risk b that commanders 
would he swamped 

Much of this information ts fil¬ 
tered through a simple ‘traffic 


Navy was ready 
for Great Storm 


W HATEVER other 

forecasters were 
saying on the 
evenlna of October 16, 
1987, RN experts were 
ordering the Reel to bat¬ 
ten down the hatches. 

Cdr Fred Altken, now 
Deputy Assistant Chief of 
Staff (HM) at FWOC, was then 
in HMS Beaver, end remem¬ 
bers the night of the Great 
Storm - and how It proved 
the value of an independent 
RN weather service. 

“The then-boss of the Fleet 
Weather Centre, Capt Peter 
Nicholas, issued e hurricane 
warning, which had not hap¬ 
pened an home waters in liv- 
Ingmemory," said Fred 
The result was that Navy 
ships throughout the UK put 
out to tea where possible. 

Beaver had been due to 
change Exocet missiles in 
Devon pod early on the 17th, 
but with warnings of severe 
weather from the Fleet 
Weather Centre, the evolu¬ 
tion was brought forward. 
The ship sailed that 


evening Into the relative 
safety of open waters. 

“There was almost a 
deathly quiet, and over to the 
south-west we could see a 
line of btacfcmm, almost like 
e curtain,’’ said Fred. 

“The black line had clear 
blue sky above It - the first 
sign of the Great Storm. 

“We were off Cornwall 
when it hit us. It was so 
rough we couldn't tell exactly 
what was happening, 
because the anemometer 
only goes up to 65 knots, and 
It was more than that. 

“The definition of a hurri¬ 
cane Is 64 knots, so it was a 
hurricane through the night. 

“We just had the motors 
running and the propellers 
spinning to keep us in the 
right direction. 

“We rode the storm, end it 
had petered out by morning. 

We got to Podland by 
lunchtime, and there were 
boats smashad to matchwood 
as far as the eye could see. 

"As we pulled in there was 
a 40ft launch about 60ft up 
the grass bank." 



Weather and Oceanographic Centre at 
Northwood tor a range of services , from raw 
data to regular forecasts and warnings of 
severe weather. Here HMS Newcastle 
ploughs through a stormy sea. 


From the sea-bed 


light* system, whereby the preva¬ 
lent condition* for any operation 
can he reduced to red (poor out¬ 
look). yellow (marginal) and green 
(favourable), so opportunities over 
a period of day* can he easily iden¬ 
tified and eismia c d , 

The reactive cell also has 
responsibilities for anti submarine 
warfare, and for TLAMs, provid¬ 
ing long-range environmental 
analysis to allow planning of mis¬ 
sile routes and route forecasts. 

New technology has been partic¬ 
ularly lively in support of landing*. 

“Amphibious operations are 
exceptionally cnvirnnmcntally-crit- 
ical. If you want to put a guy on a 
beach you need to know what the 
environment b," said Joe. 

Given a location, the relevant 
data, and weather forecasts. 
FWOC can tic in DERA 3-D tech¬ 
nology, using a digital terrain data¬ 
base. and a thorough picture of the 
likely condition* can he produced - 
in effect, a landing can almost he 
simulated before tne actual event. 

“Wc can make a forecast know¬ 
ing the beach and offshore condi¬ 
tions - for example, is the surf safe 
to send in the boats?" said Joe. 

“Wc can give them an idea how 
to get on to the beach - and more 
importantly, off Ihc beach 

“You get a picture of the area, 
from any height, to see what wc arc 
getting into 

In order to gather the necessary 
data, many sources arc used, but 
satellites arc increasingly useful - it 
b possible, for example, to tel) off¬ 
shore wind speed and direction 
from the seas microwave emis¬ 
sions which can be read in space. 

Such technology is also put to 


to the stars 


more routine uses by Ihc Navy - 
the Fbhcry Protection Squadron 
and the Submarine Service wel¬ 
come dctaib of the ’18 degrees 
tuna line’ (the temperature thresh 
bold beyond which the fish, and 
fishing boats, will not venture) nr 
the exact state of ice formation in 
the Norwegian Sea. 

FWOC’s skill in turning moun¬ 
tains of data into useful informa¬ 
tion made it a natural choice as a 
UK and NATO fusion centre in 
rapid environmental assessment - 
quickly drawing together all avail¬ 
able data and making it accessible 
to commander*. 

P O(MFTOC’) Paul Bone has 
just returned to FWOC after 
years at sea, and can vouch 
for the huge advance* made. 

T here m 1994 and it’s 
changed a lot since then. 

“Tnere have been great tcchno- 
kwical advances, ami the amount 
ol stuff and quality and breadth of 
stuff you can put out is amazing. 

“In the old days you just put out 
old hand-drawn charts. Now it’s all 
satellites and computers. 

“Our primary job b to supply the 
information that supports the ships 
- and it has got to he current, cor¬ 
rect. on time and what they want." 



Large ships such as carriers have 
their own on-board teams, and 
look to Northwood for raw data to 
help produce their own forecasts. 

Frigate* sometime* have a fore 
caster on board, although FWOC 
will in any case supply forecasts for 
tracks across ocean* 

But smaller vessels like mine 
hunters rely completely on FWOC. 

It b one of the centre's strengths 
that so many personnel have seen 
life at the rcWgh end of a weather 
system and know what b needed by 
tkoac at the sharp end. 

“ Wc spend our live* at sea, so we 
understand it. When they come 
come hack here ashore, my staff 


have it in their mind," said Cdr 
Fred Aitkcn. Deputy Assbtant 
Chief of Staff (HM) 

“All the time we’re thinking mar¬ 
itime opcratiOMt foot the seabed 
to the stars - wc have gone beyond 
the lop of the atmosphere. 

“There's nothing else in the 
country like this place, and gkibal- 
ly wc arc on a par with anyone. 

“Wc have got superbly bright 
people here, so wc arc at the very 
cutting edge and continuing to 
push that forward. 

M the canvas on which the 
senior commander* are trying to 
pint their picture - it's the hack- 
drop to everything wc do." 


• Weather on screen - global data gathering . 
play and transmission at FWOC has been revo 
puter and satellite technology. 


assimilation , dis- 
revolutionised by com- 






Legal Advice 


If you're in the Fortes there's a fast way to make 
contact with a solicitor who'll speak your languoge. 
The Forces Legal Network is a notional group of 
established, independent solicitors who all provide: 


FREE 30 minute initial diagnostic interviews 
Staff with experience of service problems 
Legal Aid and "No Win-No Fee" accident claims 
24 hour emergency legal cover 
A full range of quality assured legal services 
Competitive fees 




ORttS 


The Forces Legal Network 


One call puts you in 
touch with confidential 
advice on any service 
or family legal matter. 

FORCES LAW HELPLINE: 

0845 6011260 
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‘Hang about - we might survive after all!’ 


NEWSVIEW 


Seymour’s dash 
of diplomacy 

B oth the Boer War and the Boxer Rebellion saw significant 
examples of RN participation in joint operations - the for 
mer in concert with the Army and the latter, under RN 
command, with sailors and marines from the French. Austnan. 
German Italian Japanese Russian and United States navies, 
despatched to the relief of the besieged Legations at Peking 
Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Seymour, who had remarkably lib¬ 
eral reservations about military intervention m China, led the 
International Relief Column in what became known as 
Seymour's Dash More remarkably still, he found his very 
mixed force happily accepted his authority - and the most sat 
isfying rapport appears to have been achieved with the 
French, our traditional foes for most of the past millennium 
As Richard Brooks observes m our Boxer Rebellion cente¬ 
nary supplement, the Royal Navy at that time had no monop¬ 
oly of the means of mantime power projection The Infantene 
de la Marine had fought with distinction in French colonial cam¬ 
paigns and in the Franco-Prussian War of 1870 - and in China, 
in 1900. they impressed the* British counterparts, who thought 
them 'excellent comrades, sharing everything in the field * 
Seymour himself regarded them as the first detachment under 
his command 

Some of this harmony must have had to do with Seymour s 
tact and leadership Me was. anyway, the most senior officer 
present, but in other hands the operation might have ended in 
Iraoedy. 

The whole scenano of the Boxer Rebellion, so very far from 
home, conducted with scant resources over considerable dis 
tances with limited communications, could easily have spatted 
disaster - as could have the Falklands War over 80 years 
later Seymour was the best man for the job and it was a great 
piece of luck that he was in the right place at the right time. He 
led from the front, so that his officers, including the French, 
often feared for his safety John Jeilicoe. his Flag Captain, and 
Cdr David Beatty of HMS Barfieur did the same - and both 
were wounded in consequence 
A hundred years ago. this was a remarkable meeting of 
international naval and diplomatic talents, whose belated lega¬ 
cy. a hundred years later, may be a newjoint approach to glob 
al policing The attachment of the French state-of-the-art 
stealth fngate Acomt to the Navy's forthcoming world wide 
pin that 


deployment is a welcome step i 


I direction 


• LESSONS IN LEADERSHIP: Vice Admiral Sir Edward 
Seymour {wealed) with hia Flag Captain. John Jeilicoe (right). 



THE FACES BEHIND 
THE FIVE PILLARS 



• PEOPLE: Capt Laurence 
Brokenahire and WO Barry 
Cooke 


AS REPORTED last month, the Navy s new Strategic Plan 
has five key areas, or ‘pillars ’, through which it will be 
managed over the next 15 years - each one headed by 
’’champions' personally appointed by the First Sea Lord. 

And here they all are. Since they will have a watching 
brief, apart from their actual jobs, for up to five years 
over their particular pillar of concern, it is as well to put 
names to faces, we thought. 

They are tasked with keeping their ear to the ground, to 
monitor and to keep pressure on the pace of progress - 
and they will report directly to 1SL. So keep them posted. 


Artillery 
lessons 
for MPs 

FIRST Sea Lord Admiral 
Sir Michael Boyce meets 
the troops at the 
Honourable Artillery 
Company headquarters, 
who hosted a reception 
to mark the 10th anniver¬ 
sary of the Armed Forces 
Parliamentary Scheme. 

The AFPSwas set up 
by Sir Neil Thorne for 
MPs to experience 
Service life and enable 
them to speak from first 
hand on Defence issues. 
To date, some 65 mem¬ 
bers still remain in the 
Houses of Parliament 

Picture CPO Wmy nm Humph re ys 



• RESOURCE MANAGEMENT: 
IVO Andy Meredith and Cdre 
Paul Boissier 



• EQUIPMENT: Cdre Ronald 
Fin lay son and WO(R) David 
Rowles 



• PARTNERSHIPS: WO Trevor 
Owen and Cdre Tim Laurence 



• READINESS FOR OPERA¬ 
TIONS: Cdre Philip Wllcocka 
and WO Kav Barnden 
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S EVEN BRITISH 
Naval prisoners of 
war who bravely 
endured two years of 
brutal treatment before 
their deaths at the hands 
of the Nazis are now like¬ 
ly to be commemorated 
by a permanent memori¬ 
al at a concentration 
camp site, writes Clare 
Staley. 

The seven were commandos - 

*i\ KN pMMQMl tad ■ kn\.«l 

Murines sergeant - who were cap¬ 
tured hy the Germans during a 
covert operation in Norway. 

Sent to Sachsen ha uven concen¬ 
tration camp, they were made to 
march 48km u day for 4211 days - 
testing hoots for the Wehrmacht 
Eventually six of them were shot hy 
the SS. the seventh dying of typhus. 

The plan for the permanent 
memorial at Sachscnhausen will 
also civmmemoratc other members 
of i he Brftfah Aimed I bices who 
lost their lives there or who died on 
the long march following the evac¬ 
uation of the camp bv the Nazis in 
1945. 

And to murk the 55th anniver¬ 
sary of those events, representa¬ 
tives of the Royal Navy. Army and 
the Royal British Legion Berlin 
branch stood shoukJcr-to-shouldcr 
for a wreath -lasing m the camps 
execution ditch. 

A short service was conducted 
by R\ chaplain the Rev John 
Green, ami during the ceremony a 
lone piper played The EUm rr\ of 
the forest. Royal Naw representa¬ 
tive was the British biasal Attache 
to Germany. Capt Chris Llltson. 


The commando team they were 
honouring was led by S/Ll John 
Godwin RNVR. Me and his men 
were landed in Norway to blow up 
enemy shipping, but after only two 
weeks ashore they were captured 
and taken to Germany. 

At Sachscnhausen they were put 
into barracks with Norwegian priv 
oncrx who shared with them their 
regular supply of Red Cross 
parcels. However, towards the end 
of I943 l conditions worsened for 
Godwin and his team when they 
were made to march in the 'Shoe 
Testing Kommando' as retaliation 


They have 
taken 
everything 
from us 9 
but not 
our spirit 9 


for Allied bombing raids on near¬ 
by Berlin. 

Occasionally having lo carry a 
401b pack for up to four weeks as 
an extra punishment for misde¬ 
meanours. they marched a total of 
20.<U>km. Throughout their spir¬ 
its remained high, and they were 
still marching and singing when in 
Januarv 1045 one of then numbei 
- I RA Alfred Roc I.Vit - waj. 
taken to the camp hospital suffer¬ 
ing from typhus. A similar fate 
bclcll the seventh member of the 
team. OS Keith Mayor (10). 


Then, on the evening of 
February I. as the Allied pincers 
closed on Germany from East and 
West, the SS guards called about 
500 prisoners forward for ‘trans¬ 
port’ - a euphemism for execution 
The detachment included British. 
Polish and Soviet prisoners - and 
among them were ihc five Tit* 
members of the RN team - 
Godwin. PO Harold lliscuck (27). 
Sgt Jack Cox. OS Neville Burgess 
(19) and OS Andrew West (21 >. 

When they were being formed 
up. a Norwegian prisoner heard 
Godwin call out: •‘They have taken 
everything from us. but not our 
spirit!" 

As the condemned men were 
marched off to what they knew was 
certain death, some of the pnsoo- 

It seems Godwin seized a 

S urd s rifle and killed him with it. 

thers joined in and a gunfight 
between captives and captors con¬ 
tinued all that night, almost until 
daybreak by which time all the 
transport* prisoners had been 
killed. 

The two members of the 
C heckmate learn suffering from 
typhus were helped by Norwegians 
to get to Belsen. where attempts 
were made to conceal them in the 
camp hospital there But just days 
before the British liberated the 
camp on Apnl 11 \f.»s**r vbo 
was recovering - was di seme red bv 
the SS and shirt. Roc died of his ill¬ 
ness. 

It is estimated that HNMNIO pco 
pk had perished ai Sachscnhausen 
by the time of its liberation 

After the war the only recogni¬ 
tion given to the commandos was a 
posthumous Mention in 

Despatches for Godwin and 
Mayor. 


vary 2 at the lormer Sachscnhausen concentration camp, a wreath is 
borne to the execution pit by military members of the British Embassy staff In Berlin - PO Alan White 
and Major Nigel Dunkley. It was laid by the British Naval Attache. Capt Chris Ellison RN. 


Taking the lead in child safety 



POLICE dog Zak proved an 
enthusiastic prop for Sgt 
Bob Lee when he visited 
Nansloe School, near RN 
air station Cutdrose. to 
give a talk on child safety. 

Sgt Lee. the Ministry of 
Defence Police's senior 
officer at Culdrose. was 
making his contribution to 
a national campaign by 
police forces to educate 
children on how to stay 
sate, happy and say no* to 
strangers. 

Sgt Lee said: Although 
this is part of a national 
campaign, we are delighted 
to be able to bring the mes¬ 
sage to our local schools 
where many of the pupils 
are from families connect¬ 
ed with Culdrose. 

The presence ot Zak 
helps to heighten the inter¬ 
est among the youngsters.’* 
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Thinking of taking out a Personal Loan? Why not talk to us first. 

Look at the benefits. 

FIXED RATES FROM AS LOW AS 8.9% APR* 

Loans available from £ 1,000 - £ 15,000 
instant decision service - 7 days a week 
Funds transferred direct to your own bank account 
No Arrangement Fees 

Fixed Repayments over I - 7 years by Standing Order 
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Options 


Keeping Concorde, missiles and ligh 
day’s work for RN air traffic contr 


Hawks, squ 


( 


puddlejumpi 


me: Airways (straight tinea) anti RN danger 
lines) are superimposed on the West Country 


By Mike Gray | Terms of rt 


I F YOU start a war you 
expect people to get hurt - 
but there is a small RN 
unit which works very hard to 
ensure this is not the case. 

As ships, submarines and air¬ 
craft set out for the weekly 
Thursday War, an integral part of 
Rag Officer Sea Training s pro¬ 
gramme, the tempo is already ris¬ 
ing in a darkened room in the 
heart of Dcvonport Naval Base, 

It is here that the the air traffic 
controllers of Plymouth Military 
Radar - Plymouth Mil - watch their 
four radar consoles and bring togeth¬ 
er hostile forces while keeping inno¬ 
cent parties out of danger in a system 
thought id he unique in Europe. 

The key to Plymouth Mil ts that war 
ships must he subject to savage air and 
missile attack* to lest their mettle. 

But airliners - including Air France 
Concordes - and ligjhl aircraft or 1 puddle j 
jumpers' must be protected as they fty 
over, around or through a military shoot¬ 
ing gallery. 

Safety is the overriding concern - but 
commercial matters also feature on the 
list t if ti insider a tk>rr« 

[J Rachel Firth, who has now left 
Plymouth Military to tram as an instruc¬ 
tor ;u RAF Shawnury. said: In a typical 
two-hour fifing serial, we might only acty- 
ally fire for five minutes. so why put the 
airlines and pilots info the problem of re¬ 
routing when we can ctwinftnaie in a lit- 


• On the attack: A FSATO 
flashes past a Turkish ship undergo 
ing framing with Hag Officer Sea 
Training in the Channel 


War and peace on screen 


T HE SMOKE of battle was cleaning as I 
watched controllers at work In the 
FOST offices at Devonport. 

Thursday War was all but over, and the con 
(roller on the western region tactical screen could 
afford to relax a little 

On the right-hand screen, Lt Keith Ellen, almost 
20 years in air traffic control, offered the mutlb 
level radar service lo civilian and military pilots. 

A Nimrod from RAF Km toss was using the 
Thursday War to practice reconnaissance tech¬ 
niques, and Keith ensured there was no conflict 
between the Jet, which was flying at t .600ft, and a 
Dauphin helicopter transferring personnel 
between the ships and Devonport. 

Keith kept an eye on a Jetstream hying into 
RNAS Culdfose. then allowed the Nimrod to chmb 
to flight level 240, and handed control over to 
London Radar. 

Superimposed on Keith s radar picture were 
established airways, and broken tines showing 
the various sectors of military danger areas A 
steady si ream of blips plodding across the 
screen represented high-flying aidinars. 

Nest to demand Keith's attention was a Brynton 
Dash 6 airliner, flying Into Plymouth City Airport. 

He passed information from the plane to airport 
staff - Plymouth Airport has no radar of Its own, 
and the Navy can offer advice and information 
when requested, though they cannot instruct 
pi lots. 

The service Is not critical to airlines, but Navy 
assistance Is welcomed nonetheless. 

The attraction of the job is clear to Keith - at an 


air station he would Just be an air traffic con¬ 
troller, but at POST he has the added spice of 
dynamic air operations - putting pari of the war 
plan into effect. 

He and his FOST colleagues must also juggle 
with the logistics of ferrying people. 

Two helicopters - both with a capacity of nine, 
which is reduced to sis when a winch k fitted - 
three crews and any number of visitors to ships 
add up to a serious lest of lateral thinking. 

We are unique because we am a hybrid 
between a proper area unit - something tike 
London Radar and Scottish Radar - and a ter¬ 
minal radar unit offering Lower Airspace Radar 
Service (LARS) - London and Scottish don r 
atr said I 


offer that 


! Keith. 


"We offer the LARS, but can cross airways and 
control In the upper airspace in the areas in 
which we have been given permission to do so " 
They can do this because their patch is affec¬ 
tively controlled airspace. They know exactly 
what km happening in any place at any time. 

Screens display s colour-block status report 
for ait danger aress - red for firing, yellow for heli¬ 
copters no higher than 1,100ft* paia blue for fixed 
wing and rotary aircraft separated by height for 
example - and cards wHh squawks and other 
details are al hand until the aircraft has passed 


through Plymouth Mil’s i 
Meanwhile, upstairs In Air Operations, where 


the assistants work, a Cessna pilot has called in 

Channel 


to say he is ftying from the 
Aberdeen, 


through the 


Islands lo 
and would like to know If he can pass 


The Information is logged and passed to the 
controllers downstairs. 

Such courtesies are not am common as they 
ought to tie - there are numerous examples of 
light aircraft seeking permission to fly though 
just as they reach the edge of a danger zone. 

With WO AC Kipper Roberts now at the console. 
West Drayton rang to say an airliner had request* 
ed permission to cut a comer between airways, 
taking It across Plymouth Mi I territory. 

“h brings him over my danger area, but as 
there’s no firing that’s tine,” said Kipper. 

“It's saving the airline money in fuel costa, as 
he doesn't have to Inflow the longer air route. 

We are the only unit In Europe, as far as we 
know, which allows the co-existence of missiles 
and civilian traffic in the same airspace. 

"It* all done under procedures set out with me 
CAA but we must have two-way communication 
with the ship, the lowing aircraft and London ATC 
Centre, and have a serviceable radar at HMS 
Cambridge. 

if any of those factors is missing, we would 
atop the aerial at once, by sending a Hash signal 
to stop firing. 

We have never had an incident in the five 
years we have been here - It must be one of the 
safest operations because tf Is so strictly gov¬ 
erned by rules. 

"There * a bit of wheeling and dealing; there 
are up to three aircraft frequencies and perhaps 
London Civilian or Military on the telephone - you 
have to prioritise," 
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tic more detail?" 

Cdr Wayne KcMc. FOST Staff Open* 
lion* Officer, said: "We have a umsyn 
retailumbip with Use Civil Avia uo< 
Authority in term* of civilian air tfa/Tw 
control. 

il'i unique because wc can comm 
civilian aircraft through active military 
danger area* when live firing?* are takrij 
place. 

“Obviously we have to dc-cunfiki, hi 
we have the authority lo lake civilian ar 
craft under our own control, not only if 
cross airway* but abo to dc-conflict fnit 
iirve firing serial*, 

~The beauty of this is there's the to* 
possible delay to civilian aircraft, an* 
maximum use of airspace for military am 
civilian wort " 

The seven - strung learn of eunirotkrs 
supported by a small team of four a&xs 
tsaiUv ami two ground radio engineer*, v 
pivotal to POSTv operation 
- they control up to 1 *350 
major activities a week 
involving ships, aircraft and 
submarine*, with timings 
accurate to just a few mm* 
utes, 

“Each action has an inter¬ 
action with another - for 
example, an aircraft firing 
through an area with a heli¬ 
copter from a ship or gun- 
firmed said Cdr KcHc, 

Thus an incoming air¬ 
craft must be on time to tie 
up with realistic, simulated 
haute damage on a ship, 
w hich may go dark and have 
machinery out of action. 

The ship's intelligence, 
and the reaction of other 
participants in the Thursday 
war, ain atsD be monitored 
against actual events to 
ensure that all aspects of 
the ship s performance are 
up to scratch. 

Plymouth Military relies 
on three radar heads, at 
Portland, HMS Cambridge 
RN AS Cuhlrotc 

The information is sent down 


and 


telephone lines to DcvoopofL giv¬ 
ing a picture of the e scrows areas 
from me Ne of Wight in the east to 
the Ides of Setflv m the west. 

The benefit of the Watchman 
radar at HMS C a m brid ge at 
Wembury tv that it is angled km 
enough to show ships, going con¬ 
trollers the ability to guide aircraft 
in to targets 

Uutl year HOST trained 105 war 
ships from 17 different nations - 
but it mure accurate picture of 
Pfyrmmih Mil tram be gleaned from 
the aircraft traffic. 

In the some year, the total num 
her of aircraft which received a 
radar service were fi.ft40 civilian 
and 5,22b miliiary - a total of 
I. L26K which when added to those 
simply seeking flight informal km, 
\iochcs 15,000. 


apona 

Military air traffic control is a 
career which people tend to stick, 
to, said Li Rachel Firth, 
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"Once we »re in ATC we tend 
in spcviilbc further in the disci* 
i plme, because it ousts * lot of 
t money to train wl 
: “it is fast md furious and we 

have to he extremely flexible - wc 
1 atmc up with *oluintm to ptob- 
f kms you didn't even know were 
l problems in the first place." 

Typical examples of coopera* 
t lion include the appearance of an AU 
France Concorde in Ik area. 

> The plane Mies north out of and 
i turns just south of the Nc of Wight, and 
halfway across the military danger areas it 
i starts to accelerate to xupcrionkc speed 
Civilian controllers inform Plymouth 
f Mil ttf the aircraft s arrival time ul a ref¬ 
erence point* and its squawk (a signal 

* identifying the aircraft), and a Mash signal 
b sent to any ships firing in the vicinity - 

* although it b usually too high by that 


Mage to conflict with Thursday War activ¬ 
ities 

Nothing enters these areas unlevs the 
Navy team receive* confirmation from 
the ship that f iri n g has ceased. 

Although there arc stmdantiea with 
civilian ATC. the training is different 
enough 10 prevent Service personnel 
walking straight into a civilian job. 

I t Firth said that civilian ATCs tend to 
work on a proactive, procedural basis - 
aircraft separated by distance, height and 


# £mgte eye HMS Chatham end RFA 
Bramble leaf snapped during 
Thursday War by an RAF Nimrod at 
1,600ft - a manoeuvre made possible 
because of the con fro/ exercised 
from Plymouth Military. 

PX&M RAf Ki ntota 


as enemy 
missiles 


lime - where a* the nuitafv tend to he 
reactive to civilian aircraft, providing 
assistance when requested. 

And the job is the opposite to that of 
fighter controllers: "They bnnj aircraft 
together, we keep them apart, said Ll 
Firth. 

"For example, the MAFF fishery pro 
lection aircraft out of Fxeter might ring 
in and say they are coming m. ami we can 
id I them where they can and cannot go 
"We can also help take traffic man 
London cm\ centre when necessary* 
Flexibility ti our middle mmh 
name 

“The reason we cannot 
do something is became it’s 
not possible: it's too danger* 
ous. 

"At night we retain con¬ 
trol of the western area only 
- the rest goes to Yeovil ton 
because of m 
strain l.v 

“We work kmg hour*, and 
it is very hard work, hut we 
have never had an tnodem. 

"This job should attract the highest* 
calibre people. It's a gsxnl team and 
morale is high, because it's a good job. 
and a very unusual one.** 

The unusual aspect was heightened 
htft Summer when staff broke annual 
leave to man the desks during the total 

• Two's company: A Falcon from 
FR Aviation and a Hawk from 
FSATO loin forces during Thursday 

War. P*c**w Gac#rv?Lmw 


dime i 
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mannmg con- 


"We still get air¬ 
craft passing 
through saying 
‘We are ten 
miles north of 
your field’ - the 
only field we 
have got is a 
window box.” 


OAC Kipper Roberts said: "We were 
asked by London Civilian to help nut. 

“<>n the eastern tide during the eclipse 
we had iwcr 90 aircraft m the frequency. 

"The weather witsnl very good, and a 
lot of them wanted radar assistance to gel 
visual 

“We worked very bard * it was a very 
very busy day. 

"They all wanted to get above the 
diHHk to see the eclipse, and it was when 
it was finished that the problem arose. 

"They wanted to gel to all 
over the place 
Bournemouth. Odibam and 
to on - and they needed to 
get down below the cloud*. 

Trying to ruck out erne air¬ 
craft out or 90 was hard work, 
but there were no incident*, 
nothing went wrong at aE* 
Danger areas can he 
thrown open for general use 
at certain limes 

M TWo civilian routes go 
through the Portland danger 
areas," said Kipper. 

*Tf we base got nothing going on on 
Saturday or Sunday we tflfl London, (hey 
id! Brussels, and tficy open the mutes up 
for general use. 

Tt we arc firing, we say no - it * dosed 
It * all about flexible use of airspace. 

"We block-book sections et airspace 
during Thursday War*, mi civil aircraft 
can so above it or below it. but mu on our 
levels, because the Thursday War aircraft 
do not squawk, and can come and go us 
they want " 

|J (dr Faddy Savage, who has been 
FOST"s Staff Air Traffic Control Officer 
since late last year, said the posting is the 
best he ha* hod in the Na*>. 

“ii v very much a dose-knit team 
effort* because it * unique in the UK," he 
said. 

"I don't know of anyone who control* 
the way wc do to the extent that we do in 
a multl-rituA environment " 

But he r* obocoftsaouv of the low pro¬ 
file which the unit let*, and would like to 
sec that change. 

“We Mill get j ireran passing through 
saying We are ten mik* nor in of your 
field' - the fifth field we have gof iv a win* 
tk» box/’ he said. 

'’Other* think we arc col located at 
nymouth Airport. It came* a* a surprise 
when they find we are in the basement of 
an office Nock in the naval baseT 


D uring a Thursday Wan 
ships may be attacked 
by a wide range of air¬ 
craft or missiles - all simulat¬ 
ed by Hawks and Falcons. 

The Falcons of FR Aviation 
come from Hum in Bournemouth, 
and they meet up with FSATO 
Hawks from Culdrose, which luck 
in close beneath the bigger jets. 

About 40 mites from the ship 
the Hawks drop down and skim 
away like a missile. 

A typical attack might start at 
bits when two Hawks streak in to 
the attack at about 100ft. 

They would break off and join 
the Falcons to act as missiles, 
then head back home to RNAS 
Culdrose in Corn wail. 


Meanwhile the Falcons, 
which have f(own In from 
Dorset , would regroup over 
Truro , be given another target 
position and run In over 
Dodman Point ; simulating mis¬ 
sives from a shore battery 


All the white, Plymouth MU Is 
offering various radar services to 
ail aviators. 

The RADAR ADVISORY SER¬ 
VICE, for example. Is particularly 
useful in bad weather, when a 
pilot seeks avoiding action in 
conflicting traffic 
If other traffic pops up, 
Plymouth Mil tell him end give 
him a heading to follow to avoid 
the other aircraft 
RADAR CONTROL may be exer¬ 
cised over the airways * pilots 
cannot manoeuvre without per¬ 
mission. 

The unit provides a FLIGHT 
INFORMATION SERVICE - in 
good weather, a pilot may not 
need a radar service, but It can 
provide information in terms of 
other aircraft in the area, or the 
exact position of a ship, or prob¬ 
lems at an airfield. 

tt Is also responsible lor heli¬ 
copters using the tending pad in 
Devon port Naval Base, ensuring a 
ground crew la on hand and co¬ 
ordinating Mights in and out. 
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HAVE YOU 
WRITTEN A BOOK ? 

We art an exclusive independent 
publishing company currently 
seeking to extend our lists. 

Write with tUuttlt of your book to: 

TMC (N), Whitworth Hall. 
Spcnnymoor, County 
1 hirh.mi, I NLlC 7QX 

Teh 01388 768973 
Fax: 01388 768974 


NAVAL AND MARITIME 
BOOKS BOUGHT AND SOLD 

LAP Of STOCKS MONTHLY CATALOGUES 
SK>*» <*»€* »0 4 iSATLJPOAy TO T| 

SEND FOR FREE CATALOGUE 
Frank Smith Maritime Books. 

98 100 Heaton Road Newcastle 
Upon Tyne. NE6 5ML 

0191 385 8333 


ADMIRALTY 
SHIPS BADGES 

ORIGINAL PATTERNS 
1919-1994 
now with addendum 
1995 1998 

A work Hi kardhurk with 

X-pagc Addendum. Fall colour 
pr mime of u>«r 1729 approved 
I’jllrt n hjdvtA fur H.M Miipv Skirt 
tAlaMKhimtilk and I.F. V» Incrthrr 
with a brief lot (nr mrt bidet, fall 
index and gk»*art of heraldic I trim. 
(54 uk. p.p. I K. AxailaMc from 
mar Hi me bunkxhnpx ur trim: 

STONE FRIGATE 

17. ASington Dnve St rood Knot 
ME2 3SR 

Tei 01634-711167 tor tjrthef 
information 


' NAVAL-MARITIME BOOKS 

Oia *m mormt i t 


GERALD LEE MARITIME BOOKS 

PO Bo I 7 St Leonards on-Sea. 
East Susiei TN38 8WX 
V Tel Fa*: 01424 853006 / 


Secondhand Naval book list 
sent on request or view on line 
http7/members.aol.com/|Cwm 

Phone 01603 261182 
e-mail jcwmGaol.com 


JOSEPH MASON BOOKSELLER 


|Taverham. Norwich NRB 6RP| 


GET VOt R 
BOOK Pl'BLISIlED 

Hate you ut yuut family a Mwy yuu 
widl lo dure 1 Lei HUP produce it 
Our cpmaliu puhltdung wn kc wiH 
evmwr the htphnl pMlrumiul Mandardc 

Bernard Durnford Publishing 
the IM4 Miimuib Mrambrr. Hot 
KN44 mf. | Mtrd Kiwk^mr 
IH Iim Htu-rr y* x aim 


OPERATION FRESTON 


//ft S Oi '| Inf 'ii ' 1 

into Wartime Poland 

\ fawtiutinfr and true jl count of whal 
Happened. <« n< both misplaced intM 
and uth»cnin| knally 
€5.95 including U K postage 
Otxaaiab* from U« J B-n«« 

The Willows S Barnard C«o»# Newport. 
k Saffron Waiden Liier CBn 3QE ,, 


BOOKFINDING SI R\ K I 

Out <»l Print titles Naval and man lime 
and war books. and all idhcr subject* 
Details from Bartow Mock Ho>4v 
29 Church wood Road. Dnisbury. 
Manchester M30 ftT/ 


Telephone: 0161 434 5073 
Fax: 0161 448 2491 


PUBLISH YOUR BOON 

WWl 

The Pentland Press 

rdmkmit* ( amhrMcv lAwtum I SA 
EttatWiiwd pubhAtr weicomei 


M*ee kv dMam or tend yoi^ manuicnpr to 

Pentland Presi (NN). 1 Hutton Ctoee. 
South Church Durham 0114 6KG 

Tat 01386 778665 Fan 01388 776766 


"HMS. GANGES (The tinal farewell* 
. . video. Ideal btrihday /surprise 
present Documentary include* all 
aspects of GANGES before 
demolition One tear-jerking hour of 
nostalgia. produced by JOHN 
DOUGLAS author II MS. GANGES 
ikoii m m Mil) 6 hms 
GANGES (Tale* of the TJLO.G. S.) 
S.A.E details Douglas I1*c. IVtmunh 
Rcdmib. Ctimwall TRI6 6NX 

III* BOOK KINDERS: Eatablbhcd 
professional service locating out 
of prim title* on all 
subjects. No obligation or SAE 
required. Contact: 22, Fords Close. 
Bled low Ridge. Buckinghamshire. 
HP14 ME M HH4U4) 4MIIIH 
Fax: (01494)481121. 
nun info hp-htMtk0ndcrvco.uk 


WHEN the Queen was informed of the death of Sir Vivian 
Dunn, she expressed her sympathy to the Commandant 
General Royal Marines. He had been one of her heroes, 
she said: “And he had such marvellous leas! 

The remark illustrates the range of appeal of the man many 
have called the greatest British military musician of the 20th cen¬ 
tury. Sir Vivian drew on his classical training to make the RM 
Band Service one of the finest in the world - but he was also a 
great showman who turned many a young maiden s heart on the 
rostrum. 

Sir Edward ElQar, Sir Adrian Boult and Sir Henry Wood were 
among his mentors and his friends included Sir Malcolm 
Sargent and Yehudi Menuhin - and at the end of his career he 
also received a knighthood (the only military musician so hon¬ 
oured). reverting to the classical role in his retirement and con¬ 
tinuing to conduct and teach musicians of all ages worldwide. 

From the lime he was born within the sound of his father s 


in 1994, he could proudly boast of being involved with military 
music in all ten decades of the 20th century. 

Brought up to a classical education, playing in the Henry 
Wood Promenade Concerts and being a founder member of the 
BBC Symphony Orchestra by the time he was 22. he changed 
course and astounded the military pundits by applying and 
being accepted for the position of Director of Music of the 
Portsmouth Divisional Band of the Royal Marines. 

The move was not popular with the military musicians of his 
time, but proved to be one of those inspirational decisions that 
bore more fruit than any of them could have expected. 

Sir Vivian Dunn s remarkable story is told by Derek Oakley in 
Fiddler on the March (Royal Marines Historical Society €19 95) - 
the title suggested by his accountant as conveying his transition 
from the first violins of the symphony orchestra to the martial 
music of the military band. 



photographs of two of the places most close - 
the Navv u " 


man) 

bv Joseph Bonmct and Michael 
Caxxar. is packed with pho¬ 
tographs of \Kiting warships and 
kical scenes celebrating the wav 
the Navy integrated with the island 
with bonhomie and comradeship, 
the universal language of maritime 
pk I 

Meanwhile Portsmouth First 

(Hak^rovc £7.95) is Anthony 
Triggs^ latest stroll down memory 
lane in the traditional home of the 
Senior Service. 

'Horse Sand Fort in unusual liv¬ 
ery' (left) ts taken from this collcc- 
tkm.The fort - shown in "dazzle’ 
camouflage during World War I - 
is one of four free-standing forts 
built in the Solent to foil an antici¬ 
pated French invasion during the 
mid-l9th century , part of the mas¬ 
sive system of defences that 
became known as ‘Palmerston's 
Folly' when the French threat 
declined. 

The picture was taken by the 
celebrated press photographer 
Stephen Criob (18/6-1963) who 
made a speciality of Naval sub)ccts 
and won international fame 
Edward VII always insisted he was 
cm hand whenever he came lo 
IVrtsmouth 
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CAMBRIDGE STUDIES RECALLED 


HMS CAMBRIDGE, the Gunnery School at Wembury, 
Devon, started life as HMS Windsor Castle (ex-Victoria). 
She was 14 years on the stocks at Pembroke Dockyard, 
during which time she was converted as a screw ship. 

Commissioned as the Gunnery Training Ship, she was initially 
moored in Plymouth Sound and later moved to the Hamoaze, 
where she continued her role until 1907 when training moved 
ashore to HM Gunnery School, Devon port. 

The range at Wembury was opened in 1940. originally tor Army 
use. The Navy became the main user after the war and the 
Devonport school transferred there and re-opened as HMS 
Cambridge. 


Live firing training there ceased last year and the future of the 
establishment remains uncertain Meanwhile, Devonport Naval 
Base historian Andy Endacott has celebrated its history in the 
album Wooden Walls to Stone Frigates, available in local book¬ 
shops at £8.99 or from the author at 10 Cedar Court Saltash. PL 12 
6DQ (add 95p pp). 

All profits go to the Plymouth Naval Base Museum Trust and 
the Dame Hannah Rogers School, Ivy bridge. 

• Slf The Prince of Wales studies the radar screen on the Gun 
Direction System Mk 5 while on course at HMS Cambridge in 
1972. 
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Using a computerised process. 

me can Invisibly repair your 
cheri sh ed photographs without 
damaging your original knags. 

Repavs from £19.99 
Enlargements from £6.00 
Quantom imaging 
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OVERSEAS ADO 10 \ 


Voice of the 


B EST-KNOWN for his talcs of Army life, Rudyard Kipling was also fond of the 
- and of the Royal Navy, so that he was also known as The Voice of the Si 
Service*, 


# HMS Kipling breaks throuah a smoke screen In the 1st 
Division torpedo attack on the Italian battleship Llttorio - 
an Illustration from Capt S. W. C. Pack s 1975 book The 
Battle of Sifte Inset . Rudyard Kipling on board HMS Nile on 
manoeuvres in 1901. 


He met Capt Edward Bayly 
(see Boxer Rebellion supple¬ 
ment) at Simonstown. Nouth 
Africa in 1901 - and some lime 
later Bayly made him the hon¬ 
oured guest of the Channel 
St|ii.ulmt) playing at being a 
sailor all across the salt seas”. 
He was soon given another 
unofficial title: “The Poet of 
the Engine-room.** 

He joined a new destroyer on 
her test run - full speed at 30 
knots for three solid hours “on 
and on and on till wc all turned 
while with fatigue** In this 
“devil's damme needle" he fell 
his false teeth snaking in hts head 
and it was two days before his 
legs stopped shaking, loo. 

These and other NavaJ anec¬ 
dotes arc included in The Long 
Trail - Kipling Around the 
World ( Tideway House £16.95) 
by Meryl Macdonald. 

Something that disturbed the 
prescient Kipling was the inade¬ 
quate staffing of ships' engine 
rooms: 

“The day is coming when the 
engine room will govern a ship - 
and in those days newspapers will 
know a very great deal about 
technical terms. They will learn 
them as the beaver learned to 
climb - because he had to.** 
Kipling later wrote a scries of 
talcs of the Senior Service featur¬ 
ing Petty Officer Emanuel 
Pyccroft - “The Bonds of 
Discipline". “Their Lawful 
Occasions" etc. When asked 
what he drinks, he replies: “Only 
water. Warm water, with a little 
whisky an* sugar an' per'aps a 
lemon." 

Kipling's ear was quick 
to pick up the distinctive 
Naval humour: Of his 
friend Hinchcliffe, a first- 
class engine-room artifi¬ 
cer, Pyecroft confides: "If 
you hand Im a drum of oil 
an* leave Im alone, he can 
coax a stolen bicycle to do 
typewritln'.*’ 

During World War I - in which 
hts only son John was killed at 
Loos - Kipling took on the role 
of war correspondent. 

He was inspired to write a 
rousing set of verses in honour of 


TKiER, I.ION & BLAKE 

1942-1986 

The Navy’s Iasi Cruisers 

’Thirteen clMfXcn of htfthlv readable test tell 
I the tfory of the Royal Na%>\ last Ng-fun 
cn«urr\ Inwn thr Uytng d»mn of (hr hull* to thru 
arrival at the breaker * yard The tevl u enlivened 
by menwnev from tho*c »ho acrvtd in the Uup% 
and there air over 110 Mack & while and aeven 
colour photograph! Foreword by Rear Admiral Michael Since> CB. Ttfrr j 
co mm a nding officer 1973-1975. Hardback, with full colour laminated dun jacket 
Trier UIJMJpImpAp ISBN 1 90122503 8 
Also still Available* 

HMS CAGLE |94>- 19?* l Hardback> CIK.95 pht% pAp <ar»ly rrpraWoli 
HMS YICTORKH S 1937-19*9 (llardbacki £21.90 plu* pAp 
HMS CENTAUR 1943-1972 (Hardback) (Ik.95 plus pAp 
THREE AKk ROYALS 19.1ft-1999 (HardbackI 123.00 pluv pAp 

PWar add U30 pAp fcv dvr UK A fit 1 ui £4 00 ft* •iwfctatrir aafacc mail Prtmrni by 
rtr rka g cfcnjar. pooal nwfcr. nr by V ISA/M ASTERT Aft D Trtrfhuar/Faa ordm ■ ckmcl 
Ham FAS n HI 1< VTIONS 17 Wyinm lane. Odkikm. Oka OL5I 9QA 
Tritat 01242 WOJ90, or «dn from gon) bmAahopt Allow 21 tor dr tarry 


the minesweepers he visited at 
Dover and Harwich: 

Noon off thr Ft nr land - thr first 
rhh making 

I amp v and strong in thr bight 

Boom aftrr boom, ami thr golf 
hut shaking 

And thr jackdaws wild with 
fright! 

Mints lot atrd in thr faintly. 

Boats non working up thr chain. 

Sweepers - Unity. CtaribeL 
Assyrian. Sfonrn tKk and Golden 
Gain/ 

Kipling died in 1936. At the 
beginning of World War It a new 
and powerful destroyer was 
named after him. In 1^41 HMS 


Kipling took part in rescue o 
ations off Crete in which hci 
ten HMS Kashmir and 1 
kell\ CXMHMDded l 

Mountbattcn. were divc-bon 
and sunk. 

HMS Kipling steamed to 
rescue, dodging Stuka burnt 
she wove in and out of the wr 
age picking up survivors. L 
that year she sank a U-boat v 
on convoy rescue duties, 
part in the Battle of Sirtc 
then was herself sunk by 
Luftwaffe. 

The Voice of the Silent Sci 
would have been proud ol 
namesake's record. 


This Months Book Bargains 

FUTURE BRITISH MMCEHHT-A 
vision of the Navy m years to come 

Was £2196 Now £8.96 
THE NATIONAL SERVICE SAILOR - 

War. £16.46 Now £990 
WERE NEVER TOLD Thdlmof 

Ww £1690 Now F9» 
- Tht RN 1914-1939 (Mu 


MARITIME BOOKS 

Lodge Hill. Lisfceerd PL14 4EL 
Tel 015791*3663 Hx 01579 3467*7 

MkrmMNicilWvN«rlNiau« 

http://rnefnbers.aol.com/marbooksy 


ScreenScene - by Bob Baker 


Kipling - The 


Silent Service 


Tales of gloom 
to cheer you up 

I TS EASY to see what director Alan Parker's intention was in making Angela s 
Ashes. As the DMt U k* hqgjni his reminiscence of childhinxi in 19304 Ltmcnck. we 
see rain lashing cold, slate-grey streets from which all brightness has been excluded. 

On an average day. Dad is out drinking his 
dole money. Mam is pleading her case before a 


sternly unsympathetic Assistance Board and the 
habby is coughing ominously in his broken-down 
crib. 

Clearly this ts meant to be the ultimate in “I had 
it rough, son" movies, and. as Oscar Wilde said of a 
similar production of his own day. “It would take a 
heart ol stone not to burst out laughing". 

Fortunately Parker has anticipated this reaction 
by bringing as much intentional humour into the pic¬ 
ture as the framework will bear. 

But mainly - to adopt the director's own lay-it-on- 
thick manner - this is a symphony in suffering, a 
dirge in deprivation, a concerto in woe. 

There's a school of thought that maintains there's 
nothing more likely to cheer you up th.m QOfltMh 
plating other people’s troubles. Angela s Ashes is 
probably the ultimate test of that principle. 

I here's gloom of a different order down in 
Sleepy Hollow where the sail* ,»t broken wind 
mills creak mournfully on hilltops, where scarecrows 
point accusingly from stubbly cornfields, where 


deep, dark woods beckon and its seems like it's 
;ilw., .ember 

Into this desolate setting (it's New England in the 
17'ftK) rides Constable Ichabod Crane, progressive 
crime detector charged with discovering who s going 
around lopping off the heads of the local worthies. 

Since this is a Tim Burton movie (Batman. 
Edward Scissorhands etc) wc may be sure that the 
supernatural is involved, and that Ichabod's pre- 
Shcrlockian forensics arc going to he of little use on 
this ease. 

The film’s first half is marvellously atmospheric, 
full of imagination and sly comedy, though in its 
later stages frenzied action takes over, with our hero 
chasing or being chased by various computer-gener¬ 
ated perils. 

Johnny Depp makes a likeable young Ichabod and 
there's a sterling supporting cast, including 
Christopher* Walken and Lee. Miranda Richardson 
as twins, plus Christina Ricci, whose Christinas pud¬ 
ding of a head has on this occasion a Monde topping 
. . , but they don't mention heads much in Sleepy 
Hollow. 
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' CHAT PAtT 

I THANKS for all your letters, we really 
love opening the ship s mail bag. 

M»ather Bell wrote a lovely letter about her 
-Sm?l!!o£S Sh. -on J-oo. 

gasaaKJfissssr 
sSESrS c. x. 3 ;- 

to tell us all about HMS Gang**- 

TK. rrmw are all dead chuffed that your tun- 

JZfZ STJS - Sm -«*e« — 

James Chippendale grew.. _ 

and “«p ^^'etrtrTclmil^rWe need to hear a" 
about you! 


H 


o there me Gang Plank members • it's a long 


ing 

tell 


voyage 
illed Ca 


ig Plank members - it's a long voyage we be mak- 
this month. We be off to that there place called Canada. I hear 
about a strange place where treasure is buried deep down in 
the land and no-one can find it and I be off to find out more. 

I still need ye to tell me about places in the world that ye think me ship 
should visit. Me navigator old Herbert Higgins is fair great at plotting a 
\course! Be seeing you soon me hearties! _ 



Look out the web's about 

HAVE YOU looked at our great Web site? You haven't!! 
Well get logged on to www.navynews.co.uk/gang- 
plank and click on the GANG PLANK CLUB. 

There's lots to see and read, and some great com¬ 
petitions, with MORE for you to WIN! 

Don't forget to include your name and address if you 
e-mail us so we can send you news and info on our 
Club. 



Susie's star 
secrets 

SUSIE LOVES hearing all about celebrities 
when she is away on the ship's voyages. 


In fact she has friends in 
VERY important places and 
they send her all the gossip. 
Susie wants to share her news 
with you so look here for all 
the best celebrity chat! 

Back from tha Desert! 

1 Mega band Oasis arc 
back on the music scene. 

They have released their first 
new material for two years. Witch 
out for the single "Go let it out" 


say ”1 

thanks" to a billion dollars!! 

Swedish band ABBA have 
apparently turned down 1 Billion 
dollars. It was offered to them by 
a company who wanted the band 
to get toge th e r again and go on a 
world tour. The band broke up in 
1W4 and don't want to gel togeth¬ 
er again • not even for loads of 
money*! 

Britney loses rag over doll! 

Rumours have it that Britney 
Spears has ordered the makers of 
her very own "Britney" doll to 
change it. She says it makes her 
look too ugly! 


NATIONAL 
SEAL * 
SANCTUARY 
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HIVOSH MOVBSSA SQUABS AMS I4SSA CBSATVBSS, 
SH IF FOU CAM fun THCM! 

1) Nursehound 2) Tub gurnard 

3) Conger eel 4) Stingray 


5) Crawfish 
7) Dogfish 
9) Catfish 
11) Wrasse 
13) Crab 


6) Octopus 
8) Turbot 
10) Mullet 
12) Tope 
14) Bib 


For moro Information on tha above attractions pleave 

telephone 01202 440022 



When you have completed your Sea Square send your completed entry to: 

The Gang pienk Club” HMS Nelson, Queen Street, Portsmouth, Hants POI 3HH 

Name: - Age: __ DOB: _ Address: 

____Po s tcod e : 

Closing date for entries - 31st March 2000 

The judges decision s final Employees and relatives of Navy News are ineligible lo enter Sorry we cannot return your entry 




Mothers Day is 
coming soon! 

DON’T FORGET that 
Mother’s Day Is quickly 
creeping up on us - it’s on 
Apri(2. 

H you want to WIN the per¬ 
fect gift for Mum all you have 
to do is write to Susie and tell 
her all about your Mum or the 
person who cares for you. 

We need your letters by 
March 20, and don't forget to 
include you name, address 
and membership number. 

Why not make your Mum a 
card this year? All of the crew 
think they're much nicer than 
the ones you can buy. 

You could colour H in her 
favourite colours or even dec¬ 
orate it with her favourite 
sweets! 



March 

birthdays 



GANG PLANK members with 
birthdays this month are. 

Benjamin Youngs. Heather 
Bell. Joseph Campbell. Scott 
Clewes. Imogen Napper Adam 
Langley. Robert Pieter. Thomas 
Martin Emma Whiteley. Kelly 
Barber Keith Stevens. Mark 
Bull. Sophie Cooper. Reece 
Bailey. Jennifer Stray, Jo-Anne 
Buriord. Kirsty Kerridge. James 
Chippendale. Grant Miller 
Carmel Squibb. Mylee Farrier. 
Matthew East. Jordan 

Burnham. Lee Buckley. Darnel 
Evans Louise Williams, lain 
Blair. Keith Oxborough. Kieran 
Barber Paul Glaister. David 
Burdess. Joel Milton 

Alexander Helton. Will Cooper 
William Marshall. Jessica 
Hughes. Karl Edwards. Lauren 
Mundy. Samantha Woodall 
Henry Wootmer. Warren 
Chasney Tanya Millar. Nathan 
Hanby. Donna Lynch, William 
Edward, tsobel MaCautey. Rob 
Smith Hannah Mayhew. 

Jessica Morris. Martin 

Kerrigan. Mark Crook. Lewie 
Barrett. Sean Woodcraft. Daniel 
Bacon. Lmzi Armitage. Sophie 
Jackson. Reece Leonard. 

William Duell Stephen 

Haseiden. Natalie Tatum. 
Jonathan Boriss. Thomae 

Dunn. Andrew Wells. Stephanie 
Potler. Michael Jeffries. Jamie 
Honeywood. Adam Barclay, 
Matthew Blackwell. Joe Jowle. 
Robert Paterson Ashton 
Baylis. Christopher Evans. 
Luke Boyce Scott Oakley. 
Mathew Wright. Chelsea 

Rogers. Christopher Goodrich. 
Fiona Henderson. Lesley 
Brodte. Nikki Chatt. Joseph 
Holloway. Liam Peters, James 
Ware. Mark Jackson. William 
Gent. James Ford. Guy West. 
Stuart Brown. Sean Elvidge. 
Christian Phillips.Lauren 
Hudson. Lauren Hoere. Kelly 
Drew. Rhys Scouriield. Marie 
Jones. Denis Jenkinson. Luke 
Hamnett. Jade Cope. Claire 
Sullivan. Martin Calder. 
Beatrice Gledhtll. Grant Smith. 
Danielle McQueen. Claire Hurn. 
Mark O Neill Jamie Elton. Leo 
Lichen-Hood. William Jones. 
Stephanie Brown. Alisha Kilic. 
Aiden Carter. Stephanie 
Shorter. Harriet Wilkins. Joshua 
Taylor. Alexander Wordling. 
Adam Burl. Charlotte Stevens. 
Matthew Wathen. Thomas 
Ladyman. Michael Brown. 
Marlie Denny Codie Burchell. 
Craig Luke. Atex Jowle. Cherts 
Weir and Lisa Pad more 
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Y years ago - the Fleet Air Arm 's finest 


hour. A bold night attack on the Italian Fleet 


that launched a new era of air power at sea 


NAVY NEWS. MARCH 2UU) 25 


Till!! ltATTLK OF TARANTO 



But in June, on the eve of the Battle 
of Britain, Italy's fascist dictator 
Mussolini joins forces with Hitler and 
declares war. 


British convoys in the Mediterranean 
now face attack by the powerful 
Italian Fleet. 



Meanwhile the Royal Navy’s 
Mediterranean Fleet moves its base 
from Malta to Alexandria in Egypt. 

It is vital to protect the Suez Canal. 




Admiral Sir Andrew Cunningham knows he needs 
torpedo carrying aircraft to counter the fast Italian 
battleships. He asks for the new armoured carrier 
HMS Illustrious. 



Cunningham must seek out and 
destroy the Italian Fleet, but Admiral 
Cavagnari keeps his ships safe in 
harbour at Taranto 

TO BE CONTINUED. 


Taranto 




THROUGH THE PORTHOLE 


What's it like to be a Naval Nurse? 



• PO Naval Nurse Sarah Semark-Jultien 


C APTAIN PLANK gets lots 
of letters asking him 
about jobs in the Navy. 
This month he sent Susie to 
find out what it's like being a 
Naval Nurse. 

Susie spoke to Petty Officer Naval 
Nurse Sarah Scmark-Jullicn who 
serves in the OARNNS - the Queen 
Alexandra's Royal Naval Nursing 
Service. 

Sarah joined the Royal Navy in 1W2 and 
since then she has become u'fully trained 
Registered Nurse and has worked in 
Gibraltar, Pl\mouth and (iosport 

She has enjoyed some interesting times 
in Wales. Denmark and Taunton where she 
worked with a Royal Marines surgical team, 
learning to run a field dressing station. 

This is very important practice in 
case Sarah it called to work in a war 
zone. She had to learn how to put up 
the hospital tents, make the ration 
meals and how to survive in harsh 
conditions. 

It‘% not all work • Sarah has also enjoyed 
rock climbing, abseiling, climbing and navi¬ 
gational walking on trips to the Isle of 
Wight and Wales 

Sarah thinks that, as well as learning 
valuable skills, one of the best things about 
being in the Navy is the variety of the wtwk 
and the strong sense of friendship. 


JOB FACTS 


SUSIE found out these facts about 
being a nurse in the Navy: 

1. You need at least five GCSE's to train as 
a nurse in the Navy - and they have to include 
English Language, and either Maths or a sci¬ 
ence. 

2. If you are accepted you do eight weeks 
basic training and then you are dratted to a 
training division currently Fort Blockhouse. 
Gosport on the South Coast 

3. You tram with the Navy, the Army and the 
Royal Air Force. 

4. The training takes three years and then 
you have a Diploma in Higher Education 
Nursing Studies 

5. You don't usually go to sea, you will serve 
in sick bays, hospitals and military units 
However nurses do have a war role and can 
serve on board a Pnmary Casualty Receiving 
Ship or in a Field Dressing Unit 

6. The pay for bemg a nurse in the Navy « 
pretty good and while you are training you 
receive a salary rather than a student grant 

Susie says "If you would like some more 
information on becoming a Navy Nurse then 
wnte to me and I wiM send you some more 
details 

“But don’t forget to give me your full name 
and address !" 


WtH 4 FAMILY TICKET TO KM CHATHAM HAW MVS 
27th - 2ftH 


Pm it a4 X^a^ e 

nffir m Irm iCfr W Wmy Jr wm § Ilf JrQU Ifffff Win a mart 

and fBB ecu Id win E 

FAMILY TICKET TO THE HAW MVS 

Sand your entry to: The GangPtank Club’ 

Navy Newt. HMS Nelson, Queen Street. Portsmouth P01 3HH 
Don’t forget to include your name age and address' 

Closing date tor entries 1Mb April 2000 

Sunww WWW Impioyi h w stam o« fwy Wwi m* im>pn 

NAVY 

DAYS 

| CHATHAM | 




/ eec/ose f PP/et 

Name ——.. 

Address.. 


r * member of The Goof Ptmnk C/ub. I 1 
Ft (pmyobh to Moey News) fbr £3.25 1 


DOB.. 

Joined by: 

Do you have any: 
Special Intereels: 

•SSSf* 


>*##*# as aeeaeeeeeaee 


Sr 


i.Postcod® 

. Tel No —.......-- 

Parent n Grandparent 1 Other “l 
Brothers Sisters “l Ages 1 

Sport -| Music H Fllm/TV ~i 

Friends *1 Reading -) 

Send your completed form, together with 
a postal order/cheque for £3.25 to: 

The Gang Plank Club 
Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth POI 3MH 




If you would like any further information boforo applying, 
call 01705 733558 or 01705 826040 (24 hr Anawerphone) cr 

We will also accept payment by:- Vtaa. Delta. Access, Mastercard I 
^ or Switch on ordora of CS.OO or more 



The White Ensign Association 

Telephone: 0207 407 8658 Web: www.whiteensign.co.uk 

Your Naval Charity providing free, friendly, unbiased help on finance, 

personal matters and employment 
The Gangplank Club' is sponsored by The Gosling Foundation 
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Draftv: Career Management 



Changes herald new 


openness 

A HOST of career initiatives have been introduced recently to 
allow Drafty to make major improvements in career 
management and to operate with a new level of openness. 

These include the Ratings and Other Ranks Reporting System (RORRS). 
Promotion Prospect Assessments, Selective Promotion and the reduction in 
Premature Voluntary Release (notice) from W months to a year. 

Hie last mentioned introduced three 
associated changes - a commensurate 
reduction in Minimum Time to Serve 
(MrS). a chance to the start of M'I"S 
and thirdly a change to the timing of 
committal bonus payments. 

In addition, the Continuity Dialling Trial 
in Dcvonport. benchmarking and the gener 
al alignment of officer and rating regulations 
have further enhanced the aemces available 
from Drafty. 

( umulalivcK they constitute a great deal 
of change over a fairly short pc mil. Whilst 
the individual initiatives have all been fully 
explained in previous Drafty's Corner arti¬ 
cles. collectively they will provide an 
improved service foe career management 
ami drafting. 

I hey have effcctrvely been introduced to 
enable you to influence your career and to 
take advantage of all forms of career advice. 

What, you might ask, does all this mean 
ami how docs it affect me? The answer is 
thui iwo significant and fundamental 
prtK-esses are affected, namely communica¬ 
tion and openness. 

As you would expect. ("ND is al the hub of 
thev: changes and this article is aimed at 
providing an oversight into the correspond¬ 
ing change in yuur conlact with Drafty. 

there arc several ways in which communi- 
caiions have unproved, drafting roadshows, 
the career helpline. CO calling on CND. 



branch advisors (or KMs. the Navy Net and 
Intranet and last, hut by mi means least. 
I aval Drafting liaison Offices 

Ail of these arc intended to locus effort in 
providing whole career advice and supple¬ 
menting (he dis rvion.il system. 

Although many personnel will be familiar 
with some of these channels, the newer or 
less well-known ones arc briefly described 
here. For instance. Commanding Officers 
and Heads of Departments are actively 
encouraged to call oil CND early in their 
appointment. 

In conjunction wilh Drafting Roadshows 
and the Drafting Liaison Office in 
Dcvonport Naval Bast. this has significantly 
increased Drafty '% ability to get information 
to all personnel 

The success of the Sixth Frigate Squadron 
C ontinuity Drafting Trial in Dcvonport, and 
in particular its Career Management aspects, 
arc being reviewed with the intention of 
expanding the facility into other have pons. 

This work is K ing earned forward now for 
implementation in Lite summer and is the 
cornerstone of providing career manage 
men! to you. Inc individual, direct from 
Drafty. 

Navy Net ami, indeed, the Intranet pro¬ 
vide another new method of broadcasting 
relevant information dboM dnAkg, career 
and other related issues. In |Kirticutar. the 
Navy Star system will lx* used to promulgate 
career information and afford more 


informed career planning through web sites 
specifically tailored to your branch needs 

In CND we art continually seeking 
ways of improving use of drafting 
desk time and resources. The format 
of Draft Orders is also being reviewed 
In order to link promotion orders (fol¬ 
lowing selective promotion) with 
drafts to career courses. 

This will K the subject of a IXT in due 
course ami we arc examining the scope for 
pu&sibk: future use of ROHRS Forms to 
enhance the information available to 
drafters and therefore their ability to put the 
correct people in the right jobs first time and 
to Kttcr meet individual career aspirations. 

Within C entunon Building, a project r» 
underway to ascertain the coircet level amt 
skill set of additional staff who will ensure 
these enhancements work 

It t» intended that a central point of con¬ 
tact will exist for all crons branch issues, such 


as transfer, withdrawal of notice or early 
release. This will allow drafting desks to con 
ccntratc their efforts on their main output, 
that of drafting Ihc 33,000 strong rating 
corns to the correct billets. 

As you can see tKrc is a lot of change 
•iIxhji to come to fruition and CND n deter¬ 
mined to ensure that the overall level of ser¬ 
vice which is provided to Ratings and KM 
Other Ranks remains of the highest quality 
In addition, it is expected that advice In 
the chain of command and divisional system 
can K significantly enhanced by the applica 
non of tKsc new initiative* 

Having briefly summarised the newest 
initiatives and the way forward, the key 
message is that these changes arc cooJ. 
arc designed to improve the level and 
quality of service from Commodore Naval 
Drafting and that the new 'open face* of 
Drafty includes career management and. 
most importantly, two-way communica¬ 
tion. 


Situations 

vacant 


Four Leading Hands for 
Quarter Master duties at HMS 
Raleigh. Shore billets, 
Plymouth, required ASAP for 
18 months. 

Two POs for security 
duties at HMS Dryad. Shore 
billets, Portsmouth area, 
required August for 18 
months. 

Two POs for security 
duties at HMS Sultan. Shore 
billets. Gosport, required 
ASAP for 18 months. 

LAEM(M) for an exchange 
with Army. Lynx Gazelle 
repair at Watlisham. required 
Sept Oct lor two years. 

Two LAEM(M)s, Course 
Examiner and Course intruc- 
tor at HMS Sultan. Shore bil¬ 
lets, Gosport. Instructor 
required September, 

Examiner from October, both 
for two years. 

LAEM(MV(R) for DNAS 
MASU. Shore billet at 
Gosport, leaflet writer, 
required ASAP for two years. 

NA(AH) for DNR. A shore 
billet in London. Ethnic 
minorities recruiting. 

Required Oct for 18 months. 

CPOAEA(M) for Harrier IPT 
Shore billet at RAF Wyton, 
harrier repair. REquired April 
2001 for 24 lo 30 months. 

Two MEMIs for HM ships 
Portland and Scott. Sea bil¬ 
lets at Plymouth, MEMOC, 
required Aug and Oct for 30 
months. 

LMEM(M) for NEFI. 
Falklands sea billet, four 
months rom Sept. 

LMEM(M) for HMS 

Glasgow. Portsmouth-based 
sea billet, from Aug for 30 
months. 



A Suede Cap 

100% cotton with green suede 
effect stiffened peak and back 
size adjuster. Finished with the 
embroidered Royal Navy motif 
on front. 

£9.50 each UK 

£9.99 each Surface Mail Abroad 



D Seahorse Scarf 

100% Polyester 90cm x 90cm 
Two aqua seahorses centered on 
a cream background edged with 
gold coloured Royal Navy 
Crowns in each comer, 
surrounded by a navy blue 
seascape 
£21.99 each UK 
C22.49 Surface Mail Abroad 



B White Ensign Scarf 

100% Polyester twill scarf 
52* x 9*. white ensign on navy 
blue background running 
diagonally seperated by 
red/white/red stnpes. 

£12.99 each UK 

£13.49 Surface Mail Abroad 


C Crown Ties 

Cascading gold colour crowns 
seperated by a choice of either 
red/blue or green/blue diagonal 
stripes 

£12.25 each UK 

£13.25 each UK Clip On Tie 

Surface Mail Abroad add 50p 



E Trendy Ties 

Cascading White Ensigns of 
differing proportions on navy 
blue background (Silk/Polyester) 
£12.25 each UK 
£13.25 each UK Clip On Tie 
Surface Mail Abroad add 50p 



F White T-shirts 

Cotton with ship and flag logo 
on the front. 

Sizes: 22*. 24", 26", 28", 30" 
and 32* 

£5.75 each UK 

£6.05 Surface Mail Abroad 


Calling all Navy News Subscribers - Did you know • that by quoting your 
unique subscriber number, you can take advantage ot our 10 % discount off any 
of Navy News' own promotional items advertised throughout the paper. 


/Ae STORE... 

Gifts With a Nautical flavour - Ideal for those with a Love of the Sea 


■ High 
Quality 

■ 100 % 
cotton 

■ White 
Ensign 
motif 



Blue T-shirts 

Very high quality 100% cotton navy t-shirt. Embroidered White Ensign motif 
on left side. Available in sizes Medium, Large and XLarge. 

£12.99 each UK £13.75 each Surface Mail Abroad 


To order any item on this page write to or telephone:- 
The Business Manager (JS03/00), Navy News, HMS 
Nelson, Portsmouth, P01 3HH 
Telephone: 02392 733558 or buy online at 
www.navynews.co.uk 

Cheques payable to Navy News to accompany orders For orders outside the UK payment 
can be made by Chequa/lntamsbonal Money Order in £ Sterfcng and drawn on UK bank or 
for payment by credit card/swftch, UK & Abroad, plea*# use the coupon on page 4. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. 

NOTE: ITEMS SHOWN NOT ACTUAL SIZE . 
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vVarships lined up 

for Chatham show 


C HATHAM NAVY Days will be boosted by the 
presence of three Royal Navy vessels over the 
late May Bank Holiday, organisers have 
announced. 

TVpc 22 frigate HMS Cumberland. Island Class Patrol Vessel 
HM§ Shetland and the P2CMMI Patrol Vessel HMS Blazer will help 
to pull in the crowds at Chatham's World Naval Base, which wel¬ 
comed over I20.(NN) visitors at last year's event. 

More than 100 static exhibitors have booked display sites from 
May 27 to 29 and the first international warship, the Netherlands 
Navv Alkmaar-clav. minchunlcr HNLMS Dordrecht, has just 
confirmed its attendance at the show. 

Navy Days Director Bill Fowler sakl: "Last year’s Chatham 
Navy bays was one of the most successful ever with over 
120.000 people attending the event. 

“This year we are working hard to create something even 
more spectacular with bigger, better, more* being the maxim 
for Chatham Navy Days 2000.*' 


Breath-taking air displays and parachute jumps arc planned 
throughout the three-day event ana it is hoped that an impressive 
collection of military helicopters will be on show. 

The main arena will feature a continuous sequence of delays 
and performances including exciting displays by the White 
Helmets motorcycle display team, gruelling gun-runs, marching 
bands and thunderous demonstrations of fire power that the 
organisers say arc definitely not for the faint-hearted! 

A special hospitality area will be set aside to cater for the large 
number of Royal Naval Association Branches who have already 
made arrangements to attend and many other Naval groups will 
have their own stands at Oiatham Navy Days. 

# Win a family ticket to Chatham Navy Days! Turn to our 
competition on page 34. 

• STAR ATTRACTIONS Type 22 tngate HMS Cumberland (right) 
will be the biggest Royal Navy warship at Chatham Navy Days 
and she will m company with HMS Shetland and HMS Blazer 



Included among the attractions on land will be the RNLfs lat¬ 
est high-tec exhibition, diving displays, a bomb disposal display 
and a team from HM Customs and Excise with their sniffer dogs. 

flight simulators and fun fairs arc also booked to provide 
thrilling rides and 'living history* groups have promised to take 
visitors back in time by rc-cnacting military scenes from the past. 

Every evening, separately ticketed musical events will be held 
in the main arena. On Saturday there will be pomp and circum¬ 
stance with a KM Navy Days Prom featuring the English National 
Orchestra, who will capture the nautical and patriotic theme of 
the weekend. 

And a military tattoo is being held on Sunday and Monday 
evenings which will bring together the best of Britain's military 
bands in a spectacular and colourful pageant. 


Ticket information 


INDIVIDUAL TICKETS 

Advance 

(If bought before Friday 
May 12, 2000) 

• Adult £5 

• Child £2 

• Family (two adults 
and four children) £12 

On the day 

• Adult £6 

• Child £3 

• Family (two adults 
and four children) £15 

Evening Tattoo 

(Sunday May 28 and 
Monday May 29) 

• £3 per seal. 
Advanced booking 
strongly recommended) 
GROUP RATES AND 
OTHER BENEFITS 

All groups of 12 or 


more, ore booked by 
May 12. 2000, will enjoy 
the following. 

Special Rates 

• Adults £4 

• Children £1.60 (aged 
five to 15) 

OTHER RATES AND 
BENEFITS 

• Free evening for 
coach drivers and 
organisers 

• Evening Tattoo 
(Sunday May 28 and 
Monday May 29) £3 per 
seat. Advanced booking 
is essential for groups. 

• Easy access coach 
drop oft, within the 
Chatham Navy Days 
site via a new link road 
from direct from the A2 / 
M2 


Band recruits pass out 

WHEN new recruits to the Royal Marines Band passed 
out after initial training at the RM School of Music the 
Corp's Commandant General was the guest ol honour. 

Major General Robert Fulton (below) is pictured with one ot 
the Band s new female buglers after the ceremony, held in 
the the gym at HMS Nelson. 




Sure: 23.5 x 11 x 8.2 cm 

(9*/« x 47* % 37« inches) 
Weight: 909g(2lbs) 


Estd 1800ad • 


UNIQUE 10 YEAR 
GUARANTEE 

We underwrite The Lantern 
Mantel Clock with a full 10 
year guarantee 

7 DAY MONEY 
BACK WARRANTY 


ONLY AVAILABLE 
FROM SEWILLS 


<X> 


YOU NEED SEND 
NO MONEY NOW 


The ‘Lantern’ Skeleton Mantel Clock 
- a classic 19th century design for you 
to mark the Millennium in style 

A unique 
timepiece 
to treasure 

Beautiful Solid Brass construction 
and winding key 

14 day mechanical movement with 
traditional Graham deadbeat escapement 

iV 

Unique skeleton design displays 
the intricate crafted “clockwork” 

O/ 

Silvered dial with elegant moon hands 

vft/ 

Single bell strike on the hour 


To reserve your 4 I^antcm' Mantel Clock 

CALL DIRECT ON FREEPHONE 

0800 731 9997 

line* open 8 30tam * 5.00pm Mon • Fri and 10 00am • 4 00pm Sat and Sun 
Or complete and fax/post the coupon opposite. 

Fax on 0151 708 6777 or post to: 

ScwiUs Saks, FREEPOST (LV 7185), PO Box 251, Liverpool L69 3BR. 


I wish to reserve my ‘lantern* Mantel Clock. 

I understand that I need send no money now and that 
11*411 be invoiced (or £149.95 on acceptance of mv order. 
PLEASE PRINT CLEARLY Includes FREE UK delivery 

Mr/Mrs/Ms/Miss_ 

Address _ 


Postcode 


To hdp ib fadlitJtc ddiven pknc ensure that yuu oxer sour telephone number 

divnmc_evening_ 


Yin ran muin uu lantern Mattel ( Ink *tdun 7 dm tX mnp 

ku jm rrjuiKi nal lute lull refund tv rtfUmicM [^ ggij 
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DEBT PROBLEMS? 


Are your outgoing* more than your income? 

Are your creditor* threatening you with : 

C ourt summons. Solicitors. Bankruptcy, BailifTv, 

Debt collectors. Disconnection, Attachment of earnings. 

If you can answer yes to any of the above, then contact 
as now. We proside realistic solutions for all debt prob¬ 
lems without Ihe need to borrow more money. 


Telephone 01329 51SS32 for a KRKK and 
CONFIDES I I \\ consultation. 


WELLBEING SERVICES 

riNOlIMM* DM I MH.IT10S3 lull IMXMI* *tiAXa I \MII ||> 



FORCES 

AND 

EX-SERVICE PERSONNEL 

IK) YOU SUFFER FROM: 

WOUNDS, DISEASES. INJURIES OR ANY OTHER 
CONDITIONS AS A RESULT OF YOUR SERN ICE? 
YOU MAY BE ENTITLED TO 

COMPENSATION 

ASSISTANCE ALREADY GIVEN IN THE RECOVERY OF 

OVER £60 MILLION 

CALL FREEPHONE 
0500 22 20 22 NOW!!! 

FOR A FREE NO OBLIGATION INITIAL INTERVIEW 
IN THE COMFORT OF YOUR OWN HOME 

THORN COMPENSATION SERVICES LTD 
MARSH HOUSE 
92A MARSHLAND ROAD 
MOORENDS 
DONCASTER 
DNN 4SZ 
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Big boost in Service 
accident insurance 


THE ARMED Forces have 
negotiated a new deal 
which greatly improves 
personal accident and 
life insurance cover for 
Service people. 

The new contract to provide 
insurance with premiums deduct¬ 
ed from pay was taking effect on 
March I. 

Main change^ fmm the previous 
PAX polK> which was due to end 
on June 30 are doubling of benefit 
for permanent disability, the introduc¬ 
tion of £100.000 benefit for quadrt 
plcgta < perils ms »•( all limbs), and 
reduction in the cost of a unit ft* fam¬ 
ily ci*vcr from £3.10 to £2 55 per 
month. 

The Ministry of Defence * first 
PAX scheme negotiated for Sen ice 
people was with Bant Clarkson in 
1989. and was later amended lo allow 
life cover to be added Uw an addiiMm- 
al premium 

Individuals purchased units at a 
cost of £1.65 per month or £2.65 if 
life cover was included In return, a 
pay-out would he mode of £10.000 
per unit - up to a maximum of 15 - in 
the event of death or serious injury. 
I-tier the policy was amended so that 
those employed in hazardous opera- 
turns, such as flying and diving, did 
not haxc to pay extra 

Ham Clarkson has since been taken 
over by the American pmup AON, 
which retained the contract in its 
new hvm after MOD pul out the 
policy to competitive tender 


A big advantage of PAX is that, 
apart from war between the major 
powers, there is no war exclusion 
clause. For instance, those members 
ot the scheme who UnA port in the 
Gulf War were fully covered - but the 
insurers reserve the neht to create an 
exclusion area when (here is a likcli- 
hood of hostilities, so new policy- 
holders were excluded from cover in 


the Gulf area when it became clear 
that hostilities were likely. 

The new policy will also pnivide 
personal injury legal expenses to help 
pursue injury compcnsatNwi claims 
from a third party Personal legal lia¬ 
bility is also included 

The new contract provides a tine- 
stop shop' persimal insurance facility 
covering j range of things such as kii. 


home contents buildings, let proper 
fy. legal expenses, travel and adven 
lure training 

PAX applicant* forms and more 
details are available from unit person 
ncl offices. The freephone PAX 
helpline is on (MM) 2 1 2 1X0 SON s 
other products are available through 
the U(tiled Services Miiiu.il Insurance 
Agency <018883 837122). 


Aggie's helping 
those in debt 


is a growing 
al families and 


PERSONAL debt 
society, and Naval families and person¬ 
nel are just as likely to face this problem 
as anyone. 

This is recognised by Royal Sailors Rests - 
Aggie Weston s’ - which have joined forces 
with Credit Action to add their combined help 
to Naval personnel and their families who find 
themselves in financial difficulties. 

The service is based on a comprehensive 
self-help booklet and Is supported by a 
Helpline run by the specialists at Credit 
Action. 

The booklet offers a practical manual with 
step-by-step advice on such issues as how to 
prioritise debts, how to prepare a financial 
statement, how to negotiate with creditors - 
plus a large number ot ready-made letters for 
copying when writing to creditors and, most 
importantly, a long list of contacts where help 



can be obtained. 

Keith Tondeur. Director of Credit Action, 
said: ‘Money problems affect all sectors of 
society, and with Naval personnel often being 
away from their families for months at a time, 
communication about such sensitive issues 
must be even more difficult.” 

The booklet will be distributed through 
Royal Sailors Rests to Naval charities and 
other interested parties. Credit Action are on 
01223 324034 and www.rsr.org uk. and can be 
reached through local RSR Centres. 



RKIOR 9 

iceGuard 


Why vyc 

for the I'Xj 

Reliable healthcare aW 
you can afford -designed^ 

families by service families* 

• Emergency worldwide treaf^B 

• 24 hour GP medical help line 

• Dental treatment Included 

• Covers all hazardous dutieWM 

• Physiotherapy treatment indual 

Call our dedicated call cent 

00800001421421 
+441703372 8341 

lines open 8 30., -830, Mon fit ,, B3CL 403/ 
(UK timei) For security reasons c d I may be n 

wortcinj* with NAAft) f 





Is this you? 

DEBT PROBLEMS 

Client A is in the Forces His financial difficulties 
arose because of a senes of unfortunate events 
over a penod of a few years Together with ha 
partner he took out a mortgage to purchase a 
property and also various loans to pay for the 
deposit and furmsh thetr new home. 
Unfortunately, the relationship was not long-lived 
and he was left with alt the labilities but only 
one tfveome to service them In order to survive 
he lived on credit cards and consolidated her 
borrowings with further loans Eventually the 
situation became impossible and he turned to 
FCL for help 


DEBT SOLUTIONS 

By dm time, the total value of his unsecured 
creditors, i.e not including the mortgage and HP 
payments was around £21.000 We assessed his 
full financial situation and established that his 
monthly disposable income (Le money left after 
paying the mortgage, household bills and living 
expenses) was £185. FCL were able to assist this 
client by preparing proposals to the client's 
creditors offering this monthly sum over a 
penod of 5 years in full and final settlement of 
iN his unsecured labilities This offer, of around 
50% of the tool debt was accepted by the 
majority of the Creditors and became legally 
binding on them all. As you can imagine this was 
a relief to the client who now felt able to make 
a fresh start in ha life 


FCL 



CALL US NOW FOR FREE, 
CONFIDENTIAL DEBT ADVICE 


FREEPHONE 0800 716239 


23 
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Pre-Approved loans 
for all NAVY personnel* 

£500 -£1,500 in 
your account in days 

From 14.9% APR 


0800 5424882 

8am - 8pm everyday 


No complicated 
forms to fill in 


Full payment protection 
now available 

A Diwsion of imperial ConsofcdaAed Financiers Lid 
Registered in Engtvid A Wales No 3430655 
Regulated Consumer OecM Licence No 451201 
Pan of the Imperial Consolidated Group of Companies 


microloans 



For tump*. tat* out a £1000 loan witt payment protector (opdonaO over 12 months Make one nM payment ol£132 56. by 10 payments o* just £112.56 fian one Inal payment of £8811 Total amount payable £1 346 43. at 14 9% APR 

Xertan restrictions apply, loans subject lo status Written quotatons avaiable on request For your security cals may be recorded Rales coned at feme of pnmng Type* APR 184%. We reserve the right to dedne any appftcabon 
1st payment mdbdas 2% admm tee £25 charge tor advance by bank transfer Microloans Britannic House Brtvook Business Centre ffcnbrooi Martat Rasen LN8 6HF 
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Subaru unleashes a wolf in 
sheen's clothing 


S ports utility is the 

name of one of the new 
niches of ‘ lifestyle” vehi¬ 
cles, but the fact is for most of 
the wagons the sporty tag 
refers more to the user than 
the wagon's performance. 


But I have tracked down a real wolf 
in sheep’s clothing in the new Subaru 
Forester S-Turtio AWD. 


The model tested wms plain white, like a 
million vans, and there wasn't a spoiler or 
flared wheclarch in sight. 

It was diMinpuuthcd from the ordinary 
Forester by alloy wheels, mesh grille, 
recessed front fog lamps and the one 
power clue, a chunky air intake on the bon¬ 
net. 


Oh. and one other detail - breathtaking 
performance. 

For under that bonnet is a four-cam tur¬ 
bocharged and intcrcoc4cd engine derived 
from the Imprcza Turbo which is a world 
rally star. 

Producing about ITUbhp - half as much 
again as most rivals - it can power this car 
from standstill to Mimph in (css than eight 
seconds and on to a top speed of I23mph 
frith manual transmission, and return 
nearly 35mpg on an out-of-town run. 

For stopping power to match, the brakes 
have 15-inch front discs, 14-inch at the 
rear, all ventilated, and four-channel anti- 
kick system. 


CAR FACTS 


Model: Subaru Forester S-Turbo 
AWD auto 

Price on road: £22,750 
Engine: Turbocharged and inter* 
cooled quad-cam 16-valve 2-litre 
producing 168bhp. 

Transmission: Permanent all- 
wheel-drive with four-speed elec¬ 
tronically-controlled gearbox and 
active torque-split front/rear distrib¬ 
ution. 

Performance: 0-60mph - 8 9 secs; 
top speed - 117mph 
Economy: 26.9mpg (combined 
cycle). 

Warranty: three-year/60,000 miles 
with comprehensive recovery back¬ 
up. 


Yet it also has outstanding agility on and 
off-road for an all-terrain estate, thanks to 
the floorpaa, suspension and all frit 
drive hardware also being shared with the 
icon Imprcza. 

A retired Navy captain neighbour of 
mine living out in the South Downs has 
found the ordinary Forester, with normally 
aspirated 2-lhrc engine and full-time all- 
wheel-drive an ideal mode of transport for 
larniK and i:« u 


Yes, it is a 4x4 with good ground clear¬ 
ance and superb traction for tracks and 
floods, but it has the proportions case of 
access, and road behaviour of a family 
estate. 

In the bock is 15cu ft of useful space for 
dogs or a wheelchair, with retracting cover 
with the reclining rear scats up, or fold 
them flat and you get 53cu ft of space to 
the rooflrnc. 

Nothing ostentatious, this car just docs 
the business without the thirst of bulkier 
4x4 wagons, and the pricing is modest, 
starting at under £I7,(KX) with a high spec¬ 
ification. leading to a four-month waiting 
list. 

To he honest, the solid Forester is not 
the kind of car other drivers pull over for 
when it kmms in the mirror, even if it has 
the muscular air intake on (Ik bonnet. 


The Hirbo model priced from £21,750 is 
extremely pleasant to drive - you know the 
power is on tap but it doesn't strain at the 
leash and is impeccable in traffic. 


This driveability is enhanced if you have 
automatic transmission like the road test 
version, adding £1 .OfM) to the price. 


The automatic has slightly more modest 
hut still startling performance than the 
manual, with fl-fiOmph in 8.9 seconds and 
117mnh top speed - plenty enough to cost 
your licence if abused. 


Economy is marginally kiwcr, with 33.2 
instead of 34.4 on the extra-urban cycle. 
26.9 instead of 2K.5mpg overall. 



Road Test By 
Glynn Williams 


But awn pared with most other cars with 
permanent all-wheel-drive it is far more 
frugal. 

Standard equipment is high, with air 
amdit toning, frontal and side airbags in 
the front and heated front scats, electric 
windows and minors, and a huge sliding 
glass sunroof. 

Again the test car had an upgrade 
option • slate grey leather upholstery for 
the supportive seats. 

Ibis is the kind of car that shows why 
Subaru enjoys great customer loyalty, and 
why the brand tops the JL) Power/Top Gail 
Customer Satisfaction Study. 


Mini debut 

THE ALL-NEW Mini will make its 
full world debut at the 
Birmingham International Motor 
Show in October. 

Rover Cars chose Birmingham for 
the full International debut as the 
city ia both the birthplace and pro¬ 
duction home of the brand. 

Production of the car will start at 
the new state-of-the-art Mini plant In 
Birmingham at the end of the year 
with sales starting earty in 2001. 

The new Birmingham plant, part of 
a £700 million investment, will use 
the latest BMW Group production 
technology and to meet their 
exacting quality levels. 



Pre-approve 
finance for a 
NAVY persor 

Over 100 cars to choose from 
All popular makes & models 
From 14.9% APR 
No deposit necessary 
Finance to suit your budget 
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Drivers gear up for 
Grand Prix season 



T HE LIGHTS are on 
and it s Go, go, go 
for global warfare - 
and a fresh British civil 
war to boot - when the 
new Grand Prix season 
opens in Melbourne on 
March 12. 

But will il he another 
Finnish finish as McLaren'* 
Mika Hakkincn bids for his 
third successive world title? 

Old Kata* of clashes between the 
English. Irish and Sent* take on a 
whole new meaning this season. 

Just a dozen team*, two dozen 
driven, but literally thou*and* of 
backroom boy* and girls, arc 
putting their all into the new sea¬ 
son. with most of the team* based 
in the UK and squad* of up to hOO 
dedicated to getting their two dri¬ 
vers to the flag first. 

Ferrari* Michael Schumacher, 
sidelined by injury after an horren¬ 
dous crash soon after the start of 
last year’s British Grand Prix. will 
definitely be going for the ultimate 
laurel* again. 

Meanwhile hi* Irish former 
team mate Eddie Imnc will he 
leading the British civil war chal¬ 
lenge. heading up the new Jaguar 
outfit run by Jackie Stewrart and 
hungry for more win* after stand¬ 
ing in as the Ferrari leader in 
Scnucy's enforced absence. 

Irvine join* Englishman Johnny 
Herbert in the re named Stewart 



JENSON BUTTON will drive lor 
the BMW Williams Fl team 
alongside Rail Schumacher in 
the Ft A 2000 Formula 1 World 
Championship . 

Button (left J has just turned 
20 and will be the youngest 
Briton ever to contest a Grand 
Prix , and the fifth youngest of 
all time. 

He won the drive after a 
week of testing alongside 
BMW Williams FI test driver 
Bruno Junqueira. The pair 
went head-to-head in a snoot 
out tor the drive at Barcelona 
and Button was marginally 
quicker. 


it just providing a 
car-rcadv power plant in a wooden 
box. it is very much an integral part 
of the team m\nlvcd m < 
engineering development, and has 
been for month*. 


Direct injection will 
boost Fiesta diesels 

BRITAIN’S best-selling small car, the Ford Fiesta, will gain 
further refinement and driving dynamics with the intro¬ 
duction of a direct-injection turbo diesel engine this 
month • at no increase in price over the existing model. 

The new 75bhp 1 8-litre engine will be available on Encore. 
Finesse and LX models, replacing the existing 60bhp 1.8-litre indi¬ 
rect injection unit and ottering increased performance, better fuel 
economy, reduced emissions and lower road noise. 

It promises combined cycle fuel economy of 53.3mpg against 
the outgoing engine’s 46.3. 


4orv« 

• which like BAR na* Mopped 
using the Renault based 
Supcrtcch engine • now partnered 
with BMW 

The driver line-up u exciting, 
with Michael Schumacher’s young 
brother Ralf joined by’ 2U-year-old 
Briton Jenson Button 

But so far the car is less so. As 
OM insider put it: “The engine 
speak* German and the rest ofthe 
car speak* English.** 

But the William* track record 
speaks for itself, and technical 
director Patrick Head will settle for 
nothing less than the best 

And so. as the season open* in 
Australia, while Honda-BAR and 
BMW-Williams adopt a precau¬ 
tionary low profile. Ferrari fizzes 
McLaren show* muscle and Jordan 
buzzes, take nothing for granted. 

A winner has to pavs the che¬ 
quered flat - and this is just the 
opening salvo. 

Melbourne’s fireworks arc set to 
overshadow those of the millenni¬ 
um celebrations. 


team, but friction is already evi¬ 
dent. 

At the head of the pack. 
Scot David Coulthard is 
determined that this will be 
his year after some brilliant 
showings in ‘99 for 
McLaren. 

But out to spoil hi* fun is anoth¬ 
er Irishman, the flamboyant Eddie 
Jordan, head of the team which 
finished third to Ferrari and 
Mcl^ircn last year, with Damon 
Hill replaced In Jarno Irulli along¬ 
side tiem/ HanldfttuftM 

Rules have changed little hut 
behind the scenes there have been 
big changes in the teams 

Tobacco sponsorship is sliding 
into the back scat, although Lucky 


Strike still fronts up British 
American Racing’* livery. 

The key moves this season arc 
new partnerships between car- 
makers and team* - partnerships, 
mu merely decal* and crate* of 
components. 

Jaguar, which was Stewart, is 
ICO per cent Ford Motor 
Company, hut that was known. 

The new moves arc Honda's 
partnership with BAR. a sophisti¬ 
cated blend following three years’ 
pment b\ the J.r 
this third-wave avsault for yet more 
Fl glory-. 



Astra’s a winner in 
fight against crime 

Vauxhair* leading role in the fight against ear crime has been 
reinforced with Inc naming of the Astra range as the winner in 
the motor industry ’s most important vehicle security honours. 

The award, trom the British Vehicle Rental and leasing Association, 
recognise* VauxhaH’s ongoing commitment a* well as the AMra’s out¬ 
standing car-protection arsenal. 


Vaushall has won the award 
eight limes since it* inception in 
1987, and this year’s award is for 
cars in the liiwcr medium and 
supermini sector The Astra's key 
feature* are: 

A new generation engine deadlock 
immobiliser Alarm with roiling-codc 
control and tilt-sensor, back-up 
power sounder and gUvs-break warn¬ 
ing. ignition key left in audible warn¬ 
ing (Tilling station foreeoun drive- 


offs are all too common') a remov¬ 
able radio CD unit display, self- 
destruct visible vehicle identification 
number barcode. d»s»r latch, handle 
and immobiliser shielding, central 
door deadlocking with lockable fuel 
cap. freewheeling anti-tamper door 
locks, a vandal-proof aerial and both 
visible and covert parts marking 
Astra was Europe’s best selling 
name plate last year, with LJK sales 
at 92.050 up 13 per cent on 1998 



• Preferential raft i 

8 Immkfteta cover and monthly payment i 

• Open 306 day* a yaar 

6 Bam-lOpm weekdays, 9am ppm weekends 

taal 


074 9402 


Bunnw rwcawram* 


Looking for a 
better deal on 

CAR INSURANCE? 




UCHLINE 


A better deal at your fingertips 

0800 207 800 


8am-8pm Mon-Fri, 9am-2pm Sat 


NAVYNOTOOl 


if it’s PEUGEOT 

then it’s got to be 

RANGERS 


^ MILITARY ID ENTITLES 
^ YOU TO 

EXCEPTIONAL SAVINGS 


ON YOUR 


H.NI. Forces only! 

Wanting! - don’t get Involved in high cost 
civilian finance schemes for people with 
inferior credit ratings - try_. 

Walker cor soles 

21-27 Copnor Road, Copnor, Portsmouth 
Over 100 cars in stock from £200-£50,000 
...10 minutes from HMS Nelson 

Portsmouth's H.M. forces finance speo alnts 




For either UK TAX PAID 

or TAX FREE EXPORT 

contact Peugeot’s No. I supplier to HM Forces. 


For your FREE INFORMATION PACK on how to 
purchase a new Peugeot at SPECIAL PRICES call 
Colin Clubley on UK 01999 653434 or write: 

Rjngtr> TMS lid. FREEPOST. Buliord Rd. Durrington SP4 8BR 


Our special Tax Free new car discounts on a wide range 
of makes are also available on many models for 
Tax Paid UK use, giving exceptional savings. 

Of course, you wil enjoy the NAI0CAR5’ renowned take core of it at 
service which is olio extended to our Guaranteed Quality Used Car Scheme 


NATOCARS for people who drive a good deal! 


RANGERS 



PEUGEOT 


CALL US NOW! Tel: 01278 455555 
^ «S2* . 3 . 0 © 


M 4 Ml 


n*NATOCARS 

Natocart Ud • Wytdi Rood • Bodgwalw • Som mn* » IA6 48H 
U 01278 455553 • Fax 01278 450394 • Ema.l «aimO»oloco» co ui. 
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THE EASTERN SERVICE MEDAL 

This superb die-struck commemorative medal 
is available in Full Size & Miniature to all 
who served in the Near Middle & Far East. 
Send s .a.e for your application form today 

DPS Awards, P.O. Box 6961 
Bromsgrove, B61 SLA 




'T'Ha* Gift iS/rop 


RRITANNIA ROYAL. NAVAL. COLLEGE 

ROYAL NAVY TIE SPECIAL PRICE.£7.95 

BOSUNS CALL Bran 4 Capper wife chili_arty £6 96 

CUFF LINKS RN Crown, Whitt Ensign, RM, BRMC _p»ir f 7 96 

POLO SHIRT RN Badge S.M.L.XL_£ 15 96 Sub-Manniri gift brooch. -£900 

EMBROIDERED BADGES Writ Ensign. Royal Navy. Union Jack_fa 12.96 

LAPEL BADGES White Ensign, Navy Crown, Royal Marines, BRNC. Sailor, 

Britannia. Submariner. RN Anchor. WRNS and many t 

HIS: RNA RNR.RMMN_ £ i-50 FAA. Submarine* 

PIP CiaauM p«yaMi to Bfitawaa Fond MMC MSAHai 


_ C 1.70 
. £ 10.50 


THE GIFT SHOP. BRNC. DARTMOUTH. DEVON, T06 0HJ. 
TEL 01803 677118 FAX: 01803 677015{CredftCards Welcome) 


¥ 


WORCESTERSHIRE 
MEDAL SERVICE LTD 

56 Broad Strcci. Stdcmui*. Won* B6I KLL 

Td: (01527) 835375 or Fas (01527) 57679* 

Sprrialht* In Kihhonv Fall Mir A Minislurr Wedah and 
Medal Moanimjt rl«l»rr fur near or dhplat. 

Send SAB or call lor compreh en dve pner ltd at 
___ I uii ni/ a. Mutuiure tftedak. 


• «M I’VS VAT 



Mnttaprt hUtieer wwi, tkd^ert. 
**Ct. MT8J. Utfteh cnk.. etc. 
AH ships >perfrl» 4n»m tainted 
DrtaiK OWCJOWK ,\yj AWx*n% 
Uad.lnnffttl UJ** OW m 
KUtmdh tm f»¥ 


FRAMED COLOUR PRINTS- 

Frant own original pointingi 



si/e 8"x 16" for €35 plus PAP 

For list please sand SAE to: 
SC ART. S THE CHASE. QOS POST. 
HANTS PQ12 JTO 




CAP TALLIES 
ANY SHIP 
— MANY IN STOCK 
Far details send IAI 
SILK/WIRE SHIES BADGES AMD 
TIES FOR ASSOCIATIONS 

duo comwio ora t» am) badocs 

SPECIALIST BADGE SUPPLIES 


I. M 

TEL. 0117 9927997 FAX. 9329942 


The i 


‘fiosurt s 

Bookshop 


A URGE SELECTION OF ROYAL 

Naval and Maritime titles 

For mort details, 

Tel: 1111112(112 Eli: 11715171111 

E-Mail: nivilmuMum@cii.co.uli 




EMBROIDERED BADGES 
CUMMERBUNDS,TIES 

Cummetunds - Sii E2S. Polyester £1750 
Cap Tillies. Sweatshirts Polo Sturts 
and Baseball Caps AH nude to order. 

Ross Art Embroidery 

7 Wall Road a wine nr. 
Hayte. Cornwall TR27 5HA 

Tel/Fax: 01736 850724 


PUT YOUR 
BUSINESS ON 
THE INTERNET 


Less chan £ 1.50 per day inc. 
Manage your own website. 
Try our unique 60 day free 
trial offer 

For info pack call 

01253 869808 

BOOKS TODAY 


PRINTED LEISUREWEAR 
Ts- SWEATS -CAPS ETC 

• HIGHEST QUALITY 

• BEST PRICES 

• FREE ADVICE/QUOTES 
a PROMPT SERVICE 

• ESTABLISHED 12 YEARS 

• ACCESS ft VISA 

THE WEARHOUSE 
Tel/Fax 01208815522 


Navy Mew a 
N otice To Remdere 



LOST YOUR MEDALS? 


WE CAN REPLACE THEM NOW - WW1 TO PRESENT 0AY 

IN FULL SIZE AND MINIATURE 
WE MOUNT MEDALS TO WEAR - COURT OR SWING STYLE 

PROFESSIONALLY SEWN 

AVAILABLE NOW THE GENERAL SERVICE CROSS. 
VOLUNTARY SERVICE AND MARITIME SERVICE MEDAL 

SAE FOR DETAILS & REPLACEMENT MEDALS LIST 

TOAD HALL MEDALS 

NEWTON FERRERS. Nr PLYMOUTH. DEVON. PL81DH. 

Tel 01752 872672. Fax 01752 872723. 
e-mail th.medals9virgin.net 



LOST MEDALS 

K»n.A< KI> 1% KM (IK 11 nvu 

WVLL SELF. B M1MATI RF 
JDA) not NTBIO SKRVHY 
* am os most nut qi otatkm 

KAY MOM) I). HOLHCH 

Trafalgar Square Col lector* Centre 
7 B hii< »mt> Street 
14»nd«*n WG3D 7HA 
TFX 8171 AJ$ 197* 

FAX 0I7I-93B 1152 

t* nuiil:rdhmedals(n aul.com 


EMBROIDERED 

LEISUREWEAR 

Wide range of quality garments. 
I.«m minimum order. 

Full colour brochure. 

Caps & IVinted garments supplied. 

Frtttmkedtrj pretf. S< aifUAM (W|t. 
tmkmdrnt Fdw frm (iOCre. Seem O Mn. 
T-dmmlSOCt* 

BANANA MOON WORKSHOP 

48, Old Lane. Birfcirehaw, Bradford, 
8011 2JX 

Tel: 01274 688103 Fax: 01274 6S2S24 
www bananamoon co uk 


PURE NOSTALGIA 


Indnnduafty hand built 
praftantation modal of your ship 
perhaps long gone but twist forgotten. 
Contact tor further details: 

Ron Hughes. 

Model Shipwright. 
FekSemore. Becton. Stowmarket 
Suffolk, IP14 4LF 
01448 781741 


MINIATURE MEDALS 


I cwrt*4l}lr. 


* Wfrrbtom 

# DnpUvraw 


ixp 

MINI ATI RF MEDALS (N’N| 
ru ho\ 4 
HINCM.FY 
LEK >-ST>: RMl IK E 
LEI© JZT 

Telephone: (01455> 23*262 


TIES, BADGES & 


By Mail Order 
SHIP&'SQUADRONS/ 
REGIMENTS/CLUB 

HM Services end custom made tor CM». 
Bands. Own etc 
Buxer button* medal* ntftoni A 


Please send SAE for lists 

THE HERALOIC CO. (QB) NN 
Over Brier. Beech Wed Lane. 
Edge End. CoWford, Gk>e OL16 7HA 
Tel fa«: 01594 832200 


planner’s Antiques 

bm end *rll Mmel \my 
rncmaunihaia. 'Hip mndrk pentMs%. 
ruiutHul hmLi and «ntMjatrv 

(MNinusgt svd VTKi. 
giffiENSI UCiWURTH HSMIMdRI 
1WHB 01420 47*71* 

Wrk aetw r iN Wiy N t ciei 


PhotoGraph To - 

- Oil Painting 


A photograph of 
i younrff in uniform 
or of your %hip cen 
ce** tromformed into 

a beautiful ml painting 


Tbe Perfect Gift for Tar Occasion 


Full (Wteah: l3A. Walloon Gent Hoed. 

Mere 

p234U). 

QatorSMor 


Surtf 
L BS23 


EMBROIDERED 

Sweaters, Sweatshirts 
Polo shirts. Badges 

PRINTED 

Teeshirls, Sweatshirts, 
Badges, Coffee mugs 

And lots more, all from one supplier 


BFPO tes-tree eervwe 
Send tor our new price e* r 

9192. HHghsSam Ltoeoto. IMS SAP 
Tel: 01522 513333 
Fan: 01822530383 


REGIMENTAL SUPPLIES do 
PO BOX 45 
BECKENHAM 
KENT 
BR3 1GJ 

Tel: 0181 325 5193 
Medals • full size and miniature, 
mounted lor wear. 

Blazer badges, buttons, ties 
end heraldic wall plaques 


ENTERTAINMENTS 

Suppliers of fifyCS 
f BUNTING 0 TABU Ft ACS 

S O POLYESTER FLAGS £7 90 


271 HIGH ST 1 
ORPWfGTON 
KENT 
BR6 0NW 


Navy News 
Own Products 

if you are not satisfied with one of 
our own products sold through this 
paper, simply return * to ut unused 
wdhin14 days and we wd replace il 
free of charge or issue a full refund 
(tocktfkng postage) 

This guarantee does not 
affect your statutory rights 


1*0 But 259. Guernsey. (iYI -H)l* % \ 

r mail uilrsH Mlrfleur co nk RfillfiflJtJ V 

Td: 014X1 25252X Fax: 014X1 250522 XW **V 




Luxury Postal Flowers 

FVmmM.croltoanl K^kn. M»FaJnc1(m«<wntr>a(^anc, 

1C Spr.i\ GmhBoM Or»/y£mOfer 

20 Long stemmed Frcesiis £l4.00trtr 

10 Y'cllim RotCft £l4.00im 

Mixed Bouquet* from £20tm 

Special Offer for Navy News Readers 

15 Luxury Fink Carnations £l2 00tnc 

(or add I red rose £!42$inc\ 

• Mothers Day - 2nd April • A 

Colour hrrx hurr A Diary Service ^9* 


Zd)mKoorth 

the Rruterm 

FORMERLY CORIVO PRODUCTS 

High quality pewter tankards, 
hip flasks, goblets, plates and 
much more Engraved with 
Ship s Crests. Badges and 
Logo's to your own designs. 
Competitive pnees 
Full colour brochure. 

A R WENTWORTH (SHEFFIELD) LTD 

Tankard Houea. 25 lm*rnm Road Sh*m*(d Si 3JA 
Tal 0114 272 5476 Faa: 0114 272 Mil 


V~ 4 >\ 


WALL SHIELDS OF 
ROYAL NAVY SHIPS 



Hand painted on wooden base 6m x 7in 

£25.60 ♦ £1.40 UK Postage. 

REOUCEO PRICES given (or orders of 6 or more 
SPECIAL PRICES grven lor 10.25. SO and 100 
CRESTED TIES TO YOUR OWN SPECIAL DESIGN 

fmwwnum 36) 

Specialist 9 *penance over 65 years 

C.H.MUNDAY LTD 
Oxford House. 8 St Johns Road 
St Johns. Woking. Surrey GU21 1SE 
Telephone: 01483 771588 Fax: 01483 756627 


_ GREENBURGH’S _ 

(THE ORIGINAL NAVAL TAILORS) 

WALL PLAQUES 

HAND PAINTED ON WOOD BASE ANY DESIGN 

£26.50 +£1 .50 UK POSTAGE 

QUANTITY DISCOUNTS FOR SIX OR MORE 
BADGES WIRE OR SILK. ANY OESKjN OR QUANTITY 
TIBS CLUB REGIMENTAL OR YOUR OWN DESIGN 
MEDALS MIN OR FULL SIZE (STATE REQUIREMENTS) 
Send SAE for quotes and pnee kst 
49 DEREK AVENUE. HOVE. SUSSEX 

7ins x 6 ms bn 3 4PE teufax ( 01273 ) 4 iei 38 



SHIPMODELS 

Professional modeller 
taking commissions for 
naval vessels . Also builds 
aircraft and military 
vehicles and figurines. 

For detaib write or phone. 
Sir tan It mu-or. 29 tape Strati, 
Hanky, Stoke-an Trent, Smffordihirr. 
l STI iPD Tel No. 01762 23946S J 


01 689,, 

[ 822606 $ 


IIMS KF.\ 4 KM WALL SHEO.DS 
Direct pom Ike Manufacturer 



frn i 7 m 


£7120* toe UK postage 
•add £1 45 (or opeonN motlortitta acroft 
Up to 40% discount with quantity ardors 
CAA BEHARRRL 
(V7.VlctonaAvaniM.Mul. HUB » 

Tel,'fa a 014S2 2133R8 
Plaaaa sand SAE lor Brochure 


KMilMF.NTAl. TIES, hla/rr 
Badgc\. Cuff-I.inks, Button*. 
Mrdjlv Cap H.Klgr\, Militaria. 
1*2.00 for liu. Caimcrns* (Dep. NN). 
31. Belle Vue St.. Filc>. N York* 
YOI4 9HU. 


ADVERTISING 

RATES 


DISPLAY 

Full Page .£2,100 

Half Page. £1,160 

Quarter Page .£655 

S.C.C.. £13 

CLASSIFIED 

Lineage . 85p per word 

Trade minimum .30wds. 

For Sale, Minimum lOwds. 

Box number. £3 

PENFRIENDS 

See details on . page8 

Discounts, Colour Rates, Technical 
Details available on request 

Tel: 023 927 25062 
for a full Media Pack 


J, Foe ait occaakma - Aneuvaraarraa, ComfrmtaUmtrom*, > 
Promotion*, Ataev tfoen, tyirt heh e p*. To My 17 Cova tfon. 

Atot forgetting Mothar* Dag April 2nd 
/’ ytovwara want to any octetr a** in tAM. or N. 9 v \ 
Om a bamultful pel* maaeUar praeantmtiom Uom 4s aoft valuta Uaema *' 

113.95 

___ naso 

_ CI4.#5 


24 Admi fUa/Ptnk/Vmttcw or MaM 
40 Fraana 4 Fares ... 


• For My Mum - Mot tiers. Day Specla/s - 


FUAtl 06016 UBLT-MUST OtSFAfCtf IB LAV WUM Of MARCH 
t/ ALL LCBOfOiOmD MIL MARCH 2M 

Mil C C auaptet Chepaai s Fmtai Often — patake toe — 

Joys Roses & Flowers. Flamingo, St Sampsons, Guernsey, C.I. GY2 4WB 

Tel: 01481 246708 Fax: 01481 243406 



















































































































































avyneHS.co.uk 



NAVY NHWS. MAKOI 2000 » 


iTnporfoiI 

A Ahotti 


A A PLYMOUTH HOC RAC 
♦ Lockyw SI. PL t 300 • 

TlUp W (017*1) 227*11 
Eleoant Victonan Building with 22 
Bedrooms • 5 Ground Floor 
Nautical Flavour Cocktail Bar 
Colour TV. Radio. Tea/CdW 
Telephone afl rooms Mott on suite 
Large car park Navy New* 
Readers 10% Accommodation 
Discount All Credrt Cards 


Brochure S or Booking contact 

LL Cdr Alan Jones RNR (Ret d) 

A 


SOUTHSEA 
SOLENT HOTEL 

14-17. SOUTH PAKADK 

(Opposite I hr PtramdO 

TKI.: 01705 *75546 

Vwm rmtn fme mM trmr* p mwmmrt mad 
E mmmt * 12* ***** tm lmil rma* d mwM t m 


• 4 cfw« hotrl 

• C t*mm TV Ira cuflrr 

• l.amr* nmem* - full % 


lOklSMOllJI 

LADY J 

HAMILTON 


Closest B ♦ B to Naval Base, 

100 yards from mam gate, 
HMS VictoryfMary Bose/ 
HMS Warrior/ 
Museums all on doorstep. 

22 rooms most en-suite, 
singles/doubles/twins ♦ 
family rooms, colour T.V, 

Tea ♦Coffee facilities, free house 

V Tel: 0170S 870505 j 


PLYMOUTH 

I AqpcwtftonaNoaMtf Part Frwwy run I 

Ctfwr mum oawv you a wtm rnmcem ana 


Ounp TV Mo fetCoAw Ucmmd Cmtr* 
*Mmg afl PW«s ftvm fi Ve c CI AccopM 
Margaret and Peter Robinson 
THE FIRS 13. Pier Sueei. Weet Hoe 

TEL: 01752 262870 


FLORIDA 

Luxury spacious \illa 

Private heated pool, four 
hcd\ three baths. 10 minutes 
from llisnei, fulls equipped. 

£525 pw Villa Rental 
JM (0191) 290 3CML 


Stalham-Norfolk 


Two HedriMim Halida* ( halets 
fulls etjuippcd fur four persons. 
On Altractise Silc. Prim from 
C75 Per ( halel Per Week. 

Util \yu,LMe Fm ttrr w. (he Of Vouw 

Phone. 01692-581985 


The Navy Sens Website no* 
includes an accommodation 
page uhich Mill develop into a 
'Click by Area' facilih 

V mould hir to antic %LL our irufcrv 
anobed in Re Hoqsufan Itskrsirx u 
pram* sour *xiwm**U*«» to a huyr 
imcmunul jukencr In athmn>**$ • «fc 

Navy News Online 

For more detail* call 

023 927 25062 
023 927 24226 


Accommodation 



E.T.B. ♦ ♦ ♦ 


PORTSMOUTH 

EVERLEY GUEST HOUSE 


•OWN KEYS ■ NO RESTRICTIONS 
•H C. TEA COFFEE. *CJV A SKY TV ALL ROOMS' 

•ENSOTTE AND FAMILY ROOMS • COTS". ‘14TH YEAR SAME OWNERS' 
33. FESTINQ ROAD. SOUTHSEA. HANTS. P04 ONO 
Phone: 02392 731001 Fax: 02392 780995 



Hampshire Court Hotel 

29/31 Hampshire Terrace, Southsea POI 2QF 

Delightful listed building, 1823. Central for seafront, 
stations, city centre, ferry ports etc. Private car parking 
Tea coffee making facilities, colour TV 9 in all rooms ♦ full 
English breakfast 

Prices from £18 per person per night 

Telephone (01705) 823522 


Sandringham Hotel 

7 Osborne Road, Southsea, Hants. P05 3LR 
RECEPTION: PORTSMOUTH (01705) S26M9S22914 
o» FAX NO. (01705) 822330 

44 Bedrooms all en-suite / lift to all bedroom floors 
£25.00 B+B single or £35.00 sharing for Naval Personnel 
Naval Reunions & Dinners catered for up to 130 people. 
44 « Meal stops All Inclusive 

.. packages available v£ 

Garian House Holiday Flatlets 

Snflcalonng flatlets near sea and shop* FuBy equipped Colour TV. tndge. 

Chug* f WEEKLY JULY & AUGUST £80 

per I WEEKLY JUNE A SEPTEMBER £70 

person I OTHER MONTHS £50 

l Nightly (Out of S e a to n ). £10 

ALL WITH OWN BATHROOM AND TOILET 

Gurus a*o iw>c»Wi a UU armu WW utomi Du mmigum* Mow 2pa 

Chkken 12yearsor irtter HALF PRICE i steepng n fw same room as adUfe 
BOOKINGS ARE SATURDAY TO SATURDAY ONLY DURV9G MAY OCTOBER 

MR CURTIS, 70 TESTING GROVE, SOUTHSEA. PORTSMOUTH. HANTS 
TELEPHONE 01705-733581 MOBILE 0802-938559 



THE GRAND HOTELr- 
Plymouth 

Accommodation & Full English Breakfast 
Peak Season (Aprii-October) 

£27 50 per person per night in a double Twin 
Special Discounted Rates offered lor 1 night or more 
between Thursday — Sunday 
Built in 1879 with 77 bedrooms and conveniently 
situated on Plymouth Hoe 


64 


Telephone: 
(01752) 661195 


ETB 


r'lADYER INN 



Plymouth Haddington House 

Spacious self-catering holiday apartments set within 
a Victorian House built in 1873. 

Tastefully decorated to a high standard with fully equipped 
kitchens, shower/bathroom, pnvate parking and garden. 

FOR A COLOUR BROCHURE CALL 01752-767730 


9 * tKing Clmks xiWotef 

Brampton Road, Gillingham, Kent ME7 5QT. Tel: 01634 830303 
Why not treat yourself to a 2-night weekend 
break in the heart of Medway and Maritime 
Kent, where there is so much to see and do. 

Wilkin 10 minirtr* <>l the hotel you rut visit the City of ROCHESTER, with its 
Cathedral, C astir and CHarle* Dick ms Cmtrr. the WORLD NAVAL BASK 
housing many galleries and attractions I includes a trip on King*wear Castle. 
Britain's last working coal-fired paddle stramrrl and the ILI~ Museum, 
holding one of the finest collections of its kind in the world. 

For |ust 09IX) prr person <Kned on 2 people sharing) we ran offer you a 
fabulous .VctHine meal on Fndav night. 2 nights KsJ and English breakfast 
axvl FRFF entrance info the R F Mineum* plus dtsonint v«mchers to most 
ot the iitlH*r attraction* Weekend break from October to March only) 

\n imr rooms have en suite hathmom. colour tv. hairdryer and tea/coffee 
making facilities Single room pruv* are available on rtt(uest 

For bookings please telephone 
V reservations on 01634 830303 


SOUTHSEA 

ANNE BOLEYN 

QUEST HOUSE 

(Finioisii SHtorsHiti Coni) 

33 Granada Road. P04 ORD 

Happy SmuM Gumi H 

TOOyO tram haarft and i 
10mm Hutortc Poctryr 

Ferry Pon 4 Shotiono Ccntm 

Special Autumn Bruufca HlBuMt 
e g. *4 wfgh t* ter price of 3 m 
Call now!!! 

Annabull* A Lyndon Richard* 

01705 731043 

/ / <E52ZHS3I»\ 

Osmond ijuest Mouse 

42 •her Strut. 'Hbf Hot 


Q*±T) w 01752 229705 

Bol and Breakfast fntrn f l4-(28 M 
Seafront Counrsy pick-up from 
%LUhvu 4 pmlrr hrd All num 
CTV. TeVCofFcc making 
§ \ Stanc Kn uitic Parking / 0 


Plymouth Hoe 

Sm*!l friendly Guest House 
overlooking the Hoe end See front 
All room* CTV, Te* Cotta*. C.H 
Mostly en suite Sky TV Lounge. 
Parking. Courtesy pick up from 
Station* Credit card* accepted. 
From £28 double £15 tingle. 
Tel: 01752 660675 

h+rrmm* l.mr* M—*r 

ta her Si Wri H,w Pf 
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UNION JACK 
11 CLUB 

THE SERVICES CLUB 
U IN LONDON 
Relax in style in 
your own Club in 
the heart of London 

Single. Double and Family 
bedrooms, many with private 
bath/shower. WC and TV. 
Restaurants. Bars, Colour TV 
Rooms, Launderette, Reading 
and Writing Rooms, 
Conference areas. 

Open to members ot Allied 
and NATO Forces. 
Officers welcome 
All modern facilities at modest 
rates. 

Book your reservation 
through: 

Reservations Office: 
Union Jack Club 
Sandell Street 
London SE1 8UJ 
Tel: 0171-928 4814 
Fax: 0171-620 0565 


ST. MALO Guest House 

II Gardar CrMcant, Wttf Ho*. 

Plymouth 01752 262961 



Bed A Breakfast from £14pp. 


I III II MS (auest House 
IX Victoria Koad South. Souther* 

A small, fnendh. f amih nm Gum Hour 
•4fcm*f BAR (uvenufM ur weekly rales I 
Clow tu Mwal haw. «UUim. Jupi and 
Ratable C olour TV, atefctiPre iacilitwa w 
sH rman All wxu m war A atr 
ituhuard Own key*, burned pwktrtf 

Pa4d> and John (Jar. Frakirw 
IH f Kn l*urt*muuth .0I7®5 i M2.W24 
► Mail: I hrltmaC.lldr aal.MMn 


SUPPORT YOUR CLUB 


All booking requirements in writing only, enclosing £5 deposit 
on each Family Room Enclose a S.A.E. for your receipt. 
ACCOMMODATION: For Service Personnel, their families and 
dependents plus ex serving personnel and R.N.A. members 
who may be visiting the Plymouth area. 

FUNCTIONS: We cater for all lypes of functions al very 
competitive prices. Ships Functions. Mess Parlies. Wedding 
Receptions. Reunions of ships, past and present, we offer an 
ideal facility. 


Royal Fleet Club 

Morlce Square. Devonport. Plymouth PL1 4PG 
Telephone inquiries only Plymouth 01752 562723 


ASK FOR QUOTATION. CONTACT THE MANAGER 

WITHOUT DELAY TO AVOID DISAPPOINTMENT 


ROYAL SAILORS’ 
HOME CLUB 

(p ftXCOCrrf €LruC ZnWKt 

- ^ fey4/r 



(/tc ^frterp (tnri 


Ttfarutca 


Accommodation • Leisure Facilities • Bar* and Restaurant 

AM at attractive prices 

Private functions catered for by professionals 

Hands to dance and skylark to live music 
most weekends 

Family membership now available 

Royal Sailors Home Club. Queen Street. Portsmouth. P01 3HS 
TEL: 01705 824231 FAX: 01705 293496 
HOME CLUB HOME COMFORTS HOME IN ’ 


<S> Province Of Natal Hotel 

S, Creenhill, Weymouth, Dorset DT4 7SR 

Thr Hold eras a gift afhf World Wat 2 
lh purpov* is to provide holiday* and thorf break* for all 
fterving and e*serving BN, KM, WRNS or QARNNS 
prrvonnH and their reservist*, familicn and clove rHafive*. 

# S0 yard* from beach, wife *wimming and fine wind*. 
*Half j mile from the %hop* and %Ufion. 

•All room% en^aife with fea and coffee facilifie* and colour TV 
• Lift fo all floor* •Re*idenf* bar •Children and Prl* welcome 
•Double, Twin and family room* available 
•We cater for *mall *hip% re-union* 

Group booking discount* available 
for more information Td: 0110S 784108 i>r Fa»: 01 TOS 770575 



The Victory Services Club f . /j 


The Friendliest Welcome in the Armed Forces World 

• Close by Marble Arch & Oxford Street 

• Affordable rcx)m rates 

• Choice of restaurants & bars 

a Lounges, Library, IV & games room 

• Function nx>ms for dinner*, 
rece pti ons, reunions & private parties 

FREE MEMBERSHIP to serving personnel 


For information & reservations contact us at: 
63/79 SEYMOUR STREET. LONDON W2 2HF 
Tel-0171 723 4474 Fax-0171 402 9496 
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NoticeBoard 



Appointments 


Commodore D. J. Anthony to 

be promoted Rear Admiral and to 
succeed Rear Admiral A. M 
Gregory as Flag Officer Scotland. 
Northern Enqiand and Northern 
Ireland. Aug 8 

Commodore R. F Cheadle to 

be Commodore HMS Drake 

March 6 

Capt P. J. F. Eberle to serve in 
the rank of Commodore and to be 
Director Equipment Capability 
Dec 21.1999 

Commodore R G Lockwood 

to be promoted Rear Admiral and 
to be Director General Naval 
Personnel Strategy and Chief of 
Staff to Second Sea Lord Aug 

Commodore J. Reeve to be 


Promotions to Chief 


AUTHORITY mt <s*ued by 
Nava drtfkng * February to* If* loAowmp tc 
be acvarcwi 

OP .NATIONS l SC AMAH) 

To CPOfM) A Taykx tC*r*nOQ* K 
Dobson ,Neptune CFSk. PF B utter 1*« 
-CanJ.fi MA Buddy Iwpoo-i 

To CPO<R) TN Trait** (RNAS 
Cutortsse. R A Sums (Eagfcrt 

To CPOtSEA} M H Meeder (Ralegh) 

To CPOtSR) ; M Goal (Soon) 
OPERATIONS (COMMS) 
ToCPORS PJ Oodd (Cottngwood) 
ToCPOCY P Mack (EumfiavNorth 
OPERATIONS PHYSICAL TRAINWG' 

To CPOPT D WM*N*r1 'Suftor 
REGULATING 

ToMAA 6 W:*to (Napftto* 2SLCNH 
UC Me Urn.. (E-caPar.T. * Chow 
(Uuerraeyi G » Souto i Dryad/ 

MAP NE ENGINEERING 
To CPOMEM(L, PM Cuff*#* 
iFaorttont 

ToCPOMCMfM) c a Kenonc* .Softer. 
P G* agher (Cf M Portsmouth 

SUPPLY AND SECRETARIAT 
ToCPOSA GO T*t (Btfrwngham|, M J 

VYttde <MOC COS(FS, J 


Points 


February 

CCMEAMl Dry to CCMEAEL Dry N 

- - - -lelsm 


ToCPOSTD RJ Como tC a mpbekowr1 
V Buchtoghan, Crtf*C8P<C»S 

To CPOWTR PJ Barkar (Souwmo 
i H T ay lex (NMA Goeportl 

MEDCAL AND DENTAL 
To CPOMA Ml Mi (SiAarO Aj 

McDonald iJSU ’-or^wood) 

FLEET AIR ARM (ENGINEERING/ 

To CPOAEMM' A C(»g (702 Sqn 


CCMEAMLSM Dry to CCMCAELSM 

D«y to CC WE A A DC tot ( iCM2 99) N 
CCWEAWDO 'nt 26 3 Mi N 

CW 

rsM 

S3 


CCWEAADCSM Dry N». CCWEAW 
DOSM Dry N CCWEASWSNAVSM Dry 
N CCWEASWSTECSM Dry to 


CCAEAM Inf .19 99 hi CCAE, 
to CCAEAWL 202 P 9 96 to 


Deaths 


SUBMARINE SERVICE 

ToCPCHSSM kO) TN Thomas(Neptune 
SAlhi JJ McDonagh (Trenchant) AN 
Graves (Neplurr FDi 

To CPOWCM<R) IM Crag (Drake 
CBS/ SP Ida iFOSM Fa&iane) 

CPO ARTIFICER TECHNKUAH 
To CPOAEA(L) SJ Hook (601 Sqm 
SM Jackson H’5 Fit 246). 0 R Smah (ME 

Son f 


LWWTR Clara O Watts HMS Nelson 
Fob 6 


Kosovo MBE 

WO Martin Robert Hall has 
been made an MBE for his part 
in the NATO operations in 
Kosovo ami Macedonia last 
yeer. WO Hall is currently a 
member of the staff of Flag 
Officer Sea Training and based 
at HMS Drake 


(CO 



To win one of these family tickets simply 
answer the three simple questions below 


A FANTSTIC DAY OUT FOR ALL THE FAMILY! 
27th - 29th MAY 2000 
See report on page 27 

What is the name of the frigate attending this year s 
KM Chatham Navy Days? 

What is the name of the Motor Cycle Display Team 
performing in the main arena? 

Who is coming to the event with sniffer dogs? 


Name 

Address 




Complete this entry form and send it to: 

Navy News / KM Chatham Navy Days Competition. 
Navy New? HMS Ne'son Outer Street. Portsmouth. Harts POi 3HH 
TO ARRIVE NO LATER THAN FRIDAY 7TH APRIL 2000 

FOR FURTHER INFORMATION 
AND TICKET SALES RING 


01634 823800 


The hr** 2S c 

vtfbr tto mmwm% AJ mrren * b* notttoc hypo* 
Earn* btkfts mIvIm Aouti A Four CMtfwij 
nwiaJfcftAKSM**** 

■I Movy Newt owfepAN N 
bee 


promoted Rear Admiral and to be 
Chief of Staff (Corporate 
Development) to CinC Fleet 
March 20. 

Cdr A. J. Adams to be CO 
HMS Richmond April 18. 

Lt Cdr A J Elvin to be CO 
HMS Inverness July 11 
Lt Cdr A. C. Lunn to be CO 
HMS Guernsey July 18. 

Lt Cdr J. H. T. Nisbet to be CO 
HMS Bndpon July 16. 

Lt Cdr D. J. Wyatt to be CO 
HMS Anglesey May 30 
Lt Cdr G. Haywood to be CO 
HMS Dumbarton Castle Aug. 3 
Lt J. D. Holmes to be CO HMS 
Gleaner May 22 


To CPOMEA j L Gate* (Neptune NT 
S Hckman (FSUCM GM M.ictioock 

itov mcto ie) PN Jagorr Softer I Pnrtt 
(Neotune NT; TR Youngs (CFM 

PofMmouth) 

To ACPOMEA S O Butht | 


rtvrxjuthi C A McCkjskoy .Neptune NT; 
To CPO WE A 6 J Burgess 

(CoWingwoodi. M j Crack r*a (Ocean). 
NR J Me Nod (CoA»ng*ood> S Taylor 
(SSArCWTA Portsmouth 

To ACPOWEA 0 A Bean* <1 
JH Hokoyd (Iron Duke) 


NAVY NEWS looks back through its 
pages to recall some of the March head¬ 
lines of past decades ... 


THE TIME OF 
YOUR LIVES 


40 years ago 

HMS TALLY HO had returned to HMS OotcHm to 
end her final commission One cf the most famous 
of British submannes. she had travelled 211.63G 
miles since she began her service m 1943 Among 
the ships she sank in World War II was the 
Japanese cruiser. Kuma. 

Film star Cary Grant visited the Third Submarine 
Squadron at Faslane He toured the depot ship 
HMS Adamant and on board HM submarine 
Narwhal attended a showing of his new film - a 
submarine based comedy. Operation Petticoat 

30 years ago_ 

IT WAS announced that the Prince of Wales was to 
loin the Navy in September 1971. 

Royal Navy personnel received an overall pay 
rise of 18 per cent Marriage allowance and some 
other allowances were abolished under restructur 
mg. and the resultant rise for single men was so 
large it was to be phased over two years. 



• 1980 - HMS Invmcibie enters Portsmouth tor 
the first time. 


20 years ago 


QC 

earners, entered Portsmouth for the first time The 
First Sea Lord. Sr Henry Leach sad it was a 
proud day for the Service, and had started a new 
era m Naval aviation 

Navy personnel were being asked to help RN 
sport by contnbuting 20p a month 


THE l oiow- n g show* the lot* port* o« rtf 
rgi tf toe top of •act' .tncemeri rosier 
tor petty otto* and Wring rate n February 
aft* ssue oi B»3s 

'mtrmedwto (lnt» nocatos thtf personne 
C*» be advanced two** toey are e~go» to 
recew mer* ponts Of be*o<« (T* reele* car 
be .TOuifrc ic taka account of TT* 

m e an , toal personne* are adeanrae n bavc 
dale onto* 0am «hown aga«*r nt man 
ara the base cam of t* lop parson 
T»* numbar lotoang V* p0*nt» (Of 


POIEWVO tot (6 5 97 • LS(EW Ory 
tot POtM r* iSS96 3 ISAM) BC 
•4T09; 1 PO(Rl 141 (11696 5 

LS.R - -•>- - PO\S, Yt .17 396 

N LS<S) tot (i2to». i PO(D» 36(9 
114 3 96'. to LS4 D- 800 (162 931. 2 
PCHMWhO) tot <4 5 99 N LS(MW) Dry 
PCX SR LS(SR) tor 

(9 6 661 1 POiSEA) 369(11 1094 2 
POCY Dry No POCO 453 (6 ? 94 S 
LRO Dry POPT 559(12 10 93 to* 
RPO 632(6 7 93 to POMEARLKCS/ tot 
(261099( 2 LMEMlLKOSl W 6399 « 
POMFINMKOS) Ini (23 IC N 

LMEkRIfXGS) 90H6 6 9T fl POWEM O 
tot 16 5 97 to LWEIRO) (50 (iB 1297) 
(4 POWEM(RxCS) to! (1 7 67 3 

LWEM(RMGS) 303 «6 6 66- 24 

POCA4GS) 305(16 2 95 N LCH(GS 
334 (22 2 96 10 POSTDlGS) 744 

(22 12 91) N LSTOtGS/ 470,’5695 1 
POSAiGS tot (26 6 97 2 LSAfGS) tot 
(15 1090* H POWTRiGS] 463(19 364 


>ftn Dyaf-SmHh C8E 
Fngmaar Oftcar m HMS Pnrva of Wtfat 
atoan she was sunk by Japanese m 1942 
Served 1930s 72 Assistant Fleet Eny*e» 
Odeer Eastern Fleet 1942 43 MMS 
Mutinous Head of Naval A* Dept RAE 1957 
61 Director of RN Aacraft Hekcoptars 1961 
64 Defence Anache Tokyo 196S67 Sept 
RN ever aft yard Belas! i960 70 Director 
General Aacrtft (Nava- 1970 72 Dec 10. 
*0*3 81 

Capt Cyril Rom DSC Oncer of Legcn 
d Honneuf CO Of 5th Unesteeepng FlOtAa 
at Duniurk Served 1915 53 AppoWments 
Malaya surrender of German Ffcgt Seas 
Fleet and ecumaigi. W«ui (Gulf of 
Fntand) Ranatfes Barharr. Seder (CO). 
W»an <CO». GtoftOus wxne n aeyen 193’ 
41. Vctonout (Paafk 1941 and TepU JRac* 
1944). Capta * (lA n e w aee p m g ) Maoie r r.i 


CO 


CapiSa 

I o< toe 


CoAege 
Sam Lo 


Pant i9Si 53 


iCVO « 


N LWTR-GS 377 (6 12 95*. 7. POMA 
tor (9 9 67 Nt LMA tot (14 796 6 

PCXSXSMXO' 9*017901 3 LS(SXSM- 
Dry 5 PO<TSKSMl 47i (213&: 

Lsrrsxsui 549(13994 2 pors< 6M) 

242(10 1061 N. LROtSMj Ory N 
POMEMtLXSM tot <4 5 96 to 

LftiEM(LHSM) Dry N-> POMEKRMXSM, 
Dry Kl IMEIRtfXSMl Dry N 
POWEKkRxSM) • 676 (3 1192/ to 

LWEM(RHSII) 6B4 C4'29’ to' 
POSA(SM) tot (14 7 97). N LSAfSM) tot 
(15 3 901 Ni POWTRISM) Dry N» 
LWTR(SM) Ory. to' POCAtSM) tot 
(3*2 97 Ne LOkSH) 776 (5 12 92 ) 2 
POSTD(SM» 660(313 92. N.t LSTDfSM) 
515 (172 94). N POA(AH) 576 
(22 6 93) 1 LAC AM) 276 (22 596). 4. 
POArMCTOC) • tot (22 6 99-. NM 
LAiMFTOC) tot (2 7 66 to< POA/PMOT 
1016(5 2 91,. to POA(SE t 775(1 4 92 i 
N LA48C) tot (4 6 90 N - POACMN 
364 (6 9 94/. i PC AC Ory. ton 


Member of North StaftonHhee branch of 


Ml POWAEM(R) Dry 


EM(R) 


WW? corvette HMS GuAemo* 
itoon Mach her Fetf Lieuienant Nchotas 
Monaarral based rm nov* 77* Outf See 
Served 1926 64 Appiorntments Queen 
Eh/abem Kent Bee torn ADC ic Governor 
Genera/ N Zealand WTvtshed (Aflankc con 
voy» sttecuakon from Boulogne 6 Ounkak 
owned oft Dutch coa*t> Southttoem 
Rock wood (CO Sory adogs Aw he 
by gkde* bomb), King Allred Post war 
Gtorakar Jutland (CO). Navtf InteBge^" 
Newcastle (Korea; Ape o (CO). Naval 
Attache Ron* 19604? Former Genera- 


Frederi ck Cook e- CR served 1942 46 
Sftps Gtendower Drake Assega Tana. 
Hawkms Sprmgbde Lanka Mayma 
Renown Jan 6. aged 76 

Robert Roland Duttw4d %enred tr HMS 
Beaona 1943 46 Memo* ct Force 26 and 
Thbaf Aaaoctotton Jan 6. aged 77 

Bern* Fman n Cpi RM PTI SNps 
•nctoded Bulwark (Borneo) and Smut Jan 
13 aged 53 


r of intMule of f 
of Sutaos 1963 Amro of A'Sa& t War 
Aged 00 

It Philip Mile he' f*tf SO oP<«r Id 
b ooomo Ae Trtfc Control O0OK n RN 
Served «96i 96 >n*dctf oscharge/ JOmen 
as Juno NA AMl) Sh^s Mem** Eagle. 
AA me tovtftobfe (FMOands Wa. j rL IW 
93 as SATCOi aril Brawd/ Str barg 


Navtf Equpmen; 1940 50 MMS Ocean 
(COl Novai Deputy to Commander!. NATO 


1980 Mem be' of Aircraft 

Aasoaaoorv HMS kwmotke WO» 6 CPOt 02 
Assooat on RAT CO* RNSA to«H KasOo* o' 
Bkxr Card Asaocufcor Dec 31 aged 54 
Amos Burton DSM n IS served 1937 
46 SNps Cossack (’938) Eipress (survwor 
1939- Lauderdale Bnttendm (DSM lor 
<) i Lintry pi. dolornvnaeon and undaunted 
devokon to duty dung Normandy landngs) 
Pckle Nov 4 ooed 79 

Rev Henry Thorold RN chapken 1946 
49 Shps Laander Forth Founder, dtmt 
trustee and cnaeman of Uncntoshae Oto 
Churches Trust Author of She« Grades to 
L*nca . Derbyshire Durham. SuiN and 
Nods and of Codns Grade to Cathedra* 
Abbay arc Pnonm. Feb i aged 70 

George (Buck) Taylor CPOCK 
served 1951 74 Ships E safe (Beea Pekof) 
Submarine Seneca HMS Pembraa* mearuc 
lor Dec 23 aged 66 

Chris Tanker et AB Slaps nduded 
Serena Motor** Member of HMS Serene 
Asaocwkon Dec 9 

Norman Trownson ei submanner 
Boats Talent Tudor. Subtle Sp try* 
Aeneea. Orpheus Ocetot Member of 
Goeeori branch of Submanners Aaaooakor* 
Frank Avekng . « l STD served 1953 
62 Shps -nouoed Ocean Centaur ano 
Wstherpy redo siakon RNbOtf Oecembto 
25 aged 62 

Tom (Jock) Sinclair n PQPTl. m ember 
of London and Medw a y branch RN PT 


_-177. 

Robert (Bob) TWey served WW2 Shps 
tnctoded Oanae. Ravager Dec n aged 81 
George W Oodd served as wveitss 
operator to MM trawlers WW? Membrf of 
Fleetwood branch oi RN Palrtf Service 


Bertram Sutton FRAaS FAA Hador 

Apprentce CAF(A) Li RNR (SCC) Servce 
tockided Centaur RN a* alaione n UK and 
Autirafca Jan 

Lt Fredd* Salisbury Stvps Abeka Loch 
Fad* Mamba, of Loch Fade Aaeccueor 
Jan 6 aged 62 

Jack Pook e* CPO subnwner eng 
near Boats H3i H 44 h 33 Truant 
Ttbune lactoarv Teiemactus Aidamey 
Atarc Founder (needier of Goapon branch o< 
Submerv* do Comrades A—oemnon 
Former As*n ce gude r RN Submarv* 
Museum jtfi 10 

Hugh Hoy «•* LCK tented 1939 45 
Shps Eiaopa Scetoay. Lmgey W*wkn> 

BesN Leans Proudtove e« PO sub 
manner efednoen Va ts eH Trtoune Acnga 
XE 9 XE.7, Subtle Ttapn Scotsmen 


55 Shps included Barnette Wakeful to 
Sydney. Aushafca Jan 23 aged 69 

Robed (Bob) TWey served WW2 Shps 
•nctoded Danae Ravagar Dec H aged 81 
Henry Cypher «« Stc MecT served 
1947 59 Can : Cornu* (Korea) 

s.ru*. Ravagar Member of HMS Ctfivn 
Comrades and MMS Newtoundtond 
Aseoaaooa Jan. 11. aged 70. 

Edward Balaam at Yeo. served 1037 
5? Ship*, included Shrops hire L ondon 
Veteran of Arctic convoys and Or re ah P actor 
Fleet E* Amthusa boy and member of HMS 
Ganges Associater Now 30 aged 76 
Brian Hyde e« LS member of HMS 
Belfast Auoc rtor (served to Shto 1946 5C 
Phihp Chaney *< RM member of HMS 
B o 0 a rt Aesooarton (served si s hp I960 S3) 
PNMp Jones a* CPOWTR member of 
HMS Beftast Anooaeon (served to step 
1942 43) to Austria 

Derek (Snowy) Squires vi-LCK. served 
1646 57 Slaps Howe Ocean (Korea) 
VSQrfjnt Member of RNXS N Devon jntf 
i960 Jan ?* aged 66 

Bernard (Joe) Hanf served 194447 
Shoe tockided Ganges Penn Dec 
Harry South member ol A 
As&ooakon iHMS Cadnkjs) Ncv 1 

E W Honey, membrf of Algenne* 
Aisooakon (HMS Antares) Nov 17 

Ken Hill member of Aigenr** 
Auooakon (HMS Syknai Nov 19 

Kenneth P V. Page, member of Aigennes 
A&soctafcon iHM Jvps Spanker Brave 
PkJto Nov 29 

Robert F Brown member of Aigennes 
Astooakon ihMS Jewtfi Dec 19 

ErK Smalley member of AJgermos 
Assooafcn .HMS Slormctoud; Jan 11 
Trevor S Herns member of N E Hot* 
and D»rtnci branch of FAA Associafcon Jan 
26 

Jack (Ginger) Rendte Sh** metoded 
HUS Easier imnrvor Java Sea ano PCW 
Mekebar m Celebes) Jan 20 

Jack Gebb aarvad 195667 Member of 
Avcrtft Handers Assocaakon Jan 17 

Ken Henocks e> CPOT AS served 
194266 Srvoa St George Black Pnnce 
Dekance. Kng George V Hoe* Vbmon 
Ocean Black Swa p Lochmvar Venus 
Osprey Sea Eagle. T#e/er Defender 
■UP if ag 


ASSOCIATION OF RN OFFICERS 
LI Cdr (3) R. C Anderson MBE Served 
Sheba Pembroke NH Chatoem 

Cdr D C Bea tt y DSC and Bar Served 
Grenada Fern*. Foahound Brassenden 
Kjn ^A Pred Termagant Cady. Lo sw e m oul h . 

LICdr C. H Coidham Served 
Pengbourne Wbrapea Quanken N eftoyer 


Capt (S) 0. C Wooit Served Na> N* 
Assegai Duke of York. Glasgow President 
Phoeraaa DeadtfUs Cochrane Vctory 

ROYAL NAVAL ASSOCIATION 


Cllr A W Toon | 


> p reedant 
Freeman of WtfsaN Dec 


Undaunted . 


173 


John (Jack. Mac) McDermott at London 
Dw RNVR RNR HMS Ptawdenf Member of 
Reserve and Oto Hands Asacoekor Jen 25 
Jack Phtlkpeon e« PO FMdar Mecn 
served 1943 46 Shgw nduded HMS 
Cevendeh Tmaeurer Srrth Deseoyer FlokBa 
AssociaKto Jan J i aqmt 74 

Lt Cdr R C (Rod Meameon Shpe 


SaMbury Mnnrw* Dryad and USN 
•■change at Mortob VWgrva Oac 7. aged 


Terry (Bungy) Williams ei POCK 
ved 1953 77 rcktoad Centaur Ark 

Royal Eagle Adamant Aged 62 

Derrick Wtnfnd Burton ea A PC sub 
manner served 195060 Sh^a Ganges 
Oeopaka Armada Dopei 


Stan Draper Btonmch Doc. aged 74 
Semuef B rot hart on former sacretery 
Btorwich Agtd 74 

Marion Callaghan Vann Bfcuwch f« 
WRNS Oec 21 

Mrs D A J i Dons) Green assootfe 

member St etodo n Oac 14 

Cynl Dowse ft Sudbury Hefsfeed 6 
H edtoghem Served m Combmed Ops and 
harbour dtfence to Mediananean veteran 
of ttakan vantkngs Oec 22 aged 75 

Dennis Wefts Wokmg Shot metodsd 
Matchless < Arckc convoys Memoar ct North 
Ruseu Club and ScfWnhon! Surv-vors 
Assoaabon jar 9 aged 75 

Leake Tom* mi Sdrxc SNp* Funeue 
and HM submames Dec 2. aged 76 
Arthur L Leefe Wmdscr HMS Beverley 
194043 (Aaenkc One Of only tour survivors 

. fi Dp 

Joe StrudwKk la member end oldest 
member Honey Veteran of Battle of Aeantc 
Mamba* o> Royal Bntrsh Legcn and HMS 
Argonauf Aa s o o akon Jan 15 aged 67 
Jim Cath Marlborough £■ CPOWTR 
SNp* Kant Swtosure Faknouto Aged 79 
Harold Evens we«ere oNn and com 
nuBee member KdOermmsier t « AME 
served 1942 46 SNps nctuded Daedtfus 
Dec 20 

W Porteh CNchesier E> AB MMS 
Scout 194041 Capkeed Singapore sur 
v*ved smiumg of Japanese POW th? an 
routeJepan Jan 17. aged 00 

Ernest (Mack) Mitchell Kendtf Shps 
mctoOedNewcasae (WW? and MaaOslone 
Jan 2. aged 77 

David L*oyd Bywater Metoourne 
Served WW2 Member HMS Ganges 
Asaocem- Oec ?9 aged 03 

Thomas Greenheigh Bury E» AB HMS 
F’heeeer.i served 194246 (Far East- Oec 
25 aged 77 

Syd Hart Souttiend on Saa is L/Te 
served Cossack (Akmark modern Zuv 
wsrr staP XXX Corps 
Member of HM$ 
to jen 14 eoeo 70. 

Victor Henry Belch.n Ley tar 
PCVTel served RNVR 193539 MN 1 
SNps Curacao Rodney Gentian Glengyte 


Desert 


Swop drafts 


WTR P L Kelly HMNB Portsmouth e.t 
24379. drafted Cenheion BmkknQ .stewards 
Wttfttogtectton) May 4 wa swop tor London 
Northwcod area or Fatfane 

LWEMfR) Bartlett SRE ha nodi 30 
Mess HMS Cardiff BfPC 249 idruoyng 


doptoytog 

POCA Edwards C a t a n ng Office. HMS 
Forest Moor Oartey. Hamogate N Yorks me 
swop tor Portsmouto ares snore feket 

CH 0 P. McLean 20 S Mess hMS 
Erefer BFPC 270 or e men 
270#nevynef pfnet gov u* Dratted RNAS 
Cukfroee. June 5 Wa swop to* eny Devon 
port shore draft 

LMEM(L; Deacon HMS Gnrr*by SRMH 
based Portsmouth HMNB Portsmouth art 
22507) Wa i 


wot*AW) 1 Saunders HMS Sultan art 
2421 drtflid HMS Glktgow. May 6 Ideptoy 
mg neat Feb > Wi« conwder any Portomouto 
ship not deploying 

LCH Huntington HMS Pembroke BFPO 
357 wtt swop tor any Portsmouth sh^ 
preterabfy oeptoytog 

AB(R) K. A Pownell ADA Wo tr 
937553 296 Navigator s Yeoman HMS 
Btfkfog Plymouth t*sed not deptoymg 
vtotfjan r*«t vear Must be Nav s Yeo Wtt 
swop tor any Port sm outh sh^ deploy mg o* 
not 

LMA Beck HMS Rtfmgh 9375 41226 
drafted HMS Neptune Apnl Wtt swop to* 
any souto west draft 


RATINGS seeking to swop drafts 
must meet the requirements of BR14. 
article 0506 In particular should be 
kind of i 


POAEMfM tot <30 6 9* N LAE MM 
463 (9 2 W - 3 POAEM.FI, Dry K 
LAE MR >Q6 ? l 94 hi POACftRL) 

Ory to LA£M(i) 420(62 95 N 
PCW(fi) Dr^ N POW(RS 600 
(13 'C 62 N LWRO Dry to POWPT 
Dr, to RPOW Dry N*- POWCA Ory N 
LWCH Dr N POWSTD Dry to 
LttfSTD 32* 9 10 95 N POWSA Dry 

to* LWSA Dry N< POWWTP Ory to 
LWWTR 170(’0 4 67m tot POVYWTf^G) 
Dry. tot POW(METOC) Dry. to 
LW(M£TOC) Dry N POWPMOT 6*, to 
POWAORMi Dry ton LWAEM(M) Dry 
- Ni LWAEftf ~ 


Ory Hi POWAEMfL) Dry N>< LWAEML 
. D*y N.t POWCTS 673 (3 692). to 
LWETS Oy LWTEL Ory. to POWWA 
591 (21 793 to LWWA Dry to 

POWOMVG tot (9 11 99; tod POWOSA 
tot (17 n 97 to LWOSA tot (23 1 90 
N PO€N(G Dry tot LEN(G) Dry to 
PONN tot (4 5 90i Mi POMA(O) Dry to 


LMA(0) Dry to 

POtAWW .5 2 96 to LOAAlAWW 

to! *3 4 90- N PO.AWT1 tot (10 11.00), 

to l Of* AWT r- «6 9r. g PCXUW 

r 5 » 99) N l OM.l/W tot C 2 96 F. 
POtEW tot (3 56^ 4 tOM-EW nt 

(6 6 99 7 PO MW tot C6 3 99 N 

LCMiMW- tot , 5 66 *. POC to! 

16 *99 to LOMXCj tot 1172 9F 7 
POtSSM) .nt ,2i 7 96. 1. LOM(SSto, tot 
(17296 i; PO(TSM) tot |20 it 97) i 
LOMTSM 15*.’6307 POfCSM mt 
(30696 1. LOftfCSM lnn2C599 1. 

POWSM) Ini <5 5 96 N LOM(WSM 
618(6 12 93). 3 

The twwc daw quoted tor female rakngs 
m the toaowtng category which has no e«am 
mason tor 9* r**i hmher *aia 4 appkeo m 
accordance with BR’uG* Chapter 22 
POWTEL 013 26 4 93 N 
The nienbe* of B 13s ««ued to 9w female 


Upstart 1 

Te^Md ||i jw>ai ■ ■ 1 - Cjuttb > si ^ .. . ■ j ■ in a 

W'TlOff oOUfji TTti 4* Dfpv 0* 

Submarine Assooason Jan 31 • 


EiSgt RM 

served 194146 - Esmouto M8l Dtv 
Corroned Ops 359 FtotfM 

Vernon Hooley Leyiand Ei LSCA. 
Prssion Un4 RNXS served 20 years 

Richard Tuson Leytwvl Served 1942 
46 Woolwich. Rwder Lookout 

Wittiam (Bin Smith president and Me 
member Edmorton Served 193945 Agedfti 
Len Hutchinson PRO and wetart o*» 
cer Scarborough Served 194347 Founder 
HMS Kenya 


Lt Cdr (E) H a Jetton* Served Ark 
Royal. Kenya Redfacket 

L»(E) T B l any on Served todonvtabto 
LI Cdr 0 J. R. Nicoils Served 
■uetnous Furoua. AJhefcn n Implacabie RN 
m staeoni YwrvWon and laktf Malta. 

LI Cdr N J Parker DSC Served 
Sunkag. Worcester. Sabre. Htancane (W.v 
Narvtt, Ttfybont Rosyto RNAS Gosport 
U Cdr (E) R J. Peach Served Ane Ark 
Roytf. Fulmar Ooldcreat Heron Snahawk 
Ctoprey 

It Cdr H A O Smith RNVR Served 


Bio ranch lor 24 


of Burma Star As s ociat i on j*r agad 74 
William Bartow Vancouver N. served 

1940 45 Ships neluded HMS Norte * 
Member of Roytf Canatkan Logon and Chief 
and Petty ONcers Assoaabon Agro 00 

Arthur MacLeen Vancouw* Is served 
1949 56 ShfH -nrudert Black Swan 
(Yangtze Incident) Member of Roytf 
tanadar Lager Aged 66 

Pa mel a Schwenfe (nee Gutorte) secre 
Ivy Vancouver H t*i WRNS. served 1940 
45 effv* office MaA«i Agwi 77 

J Tagg TKmock E« RM sawed post 
war to Mcng Kong Oct 23 

P Thomkin* Thurrock e* PC Motor 
Mech rneettf Forces 

Jack (Busteri Brown vee 
Ba tt ersea jonl secretary o» Bounty I 
com ms Served to mmeeweec 
then sewed to Ceyfon and Far t 
Edward (Ted) Haley oven 
Uxbndge Ei RCN served 1940 45 
Convoys and D Owy vrtror Volu n teer work 
er at Seamen s Me t on H emng Cove 

Jesse F Green ipswrch E* AB served 

1941 46 I Pactoc veteran/ Represented 
Sttfotf at small bore shooing at Be toy Jan 
• aged 75 

Arthur 
Btotchtoy 

Aten (Nobby) Had 


presatont 
Boys Ei 

-^3 


Spencer as s o ci ate member 


Robert (Bob) Kirtley former president 
VJ anc Me member Wear iSundenand. 
Jar 26 aged 85 

John McCracken secretary and Lie 
member Pixiey Aged 77 

Alec Taylor ato member Lewes 
Cynl Leyden hc Rot Ei TOt served 
HMS Kadenck 1943 46 (convoy escort, Ufa 
itoer RN Amateur Radon Sot afy mem 
RNARS aroupds n London (HMS 
Mt} eno Merseysde HMS PNmoulhi 
Member Manne Amateur Radc Cub Roytf 
Netherlands Navy Member ct Obey branch 


Cossack 

Ei 


Funeral of 
sailor (18) 


NAVY colleague' of 18-year-old 
vailor Nicholas Wright attended 
h* funeral on January 24 - two 
ycar^ alter he disappeared while 
tin sht»re leave (rom HMS 
Ldinhuiah. 11 is remains »efc 
found in Deccmbev neat the A272 
in Hampshire. 

The funeral look place at Cold 

Ashhy Northamplonvhite. 

PO Alan Cinmson has been 
charged with the murder of 
Nicholas and another man. 
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Recruitment & Business Opportunities ^ 


A EEsr 


* 

FLS Aerospace Limited | 


Tba prospect of joining FLS Aerospace it tn exciting one Already a 
leading independent provider of full support maintenance services 
to the airline industry, FLS aim to be a world leader 




Operatng from London Gatvnck. London Stansted. London Luton 
and Manchester airports we now have vacancies for the fottowmg. 


LICENSED ENGINEERS 


COMMERCIAL PERSONNEL 


WIDE RANGING ADMINISTRATIVE STAFF 


MECHANICAL/AVIONIC WORKSHOP MECHANICS 


MECHANICAL Engine Shop / Mydraufcc Shop 9 Sheet Metal 
AVIONIC instrument Shop / Radio Shop / Electrical Shop 


Applications from qualified engineers welcomed Experience m Aerospace 
advantageous, but appropriate framing wi« be provided where necessary 


Thu it an outstanding opportunity to pm s growing organisation that offers 
an attractive remuneration package including a competitive salary 
excellent benefits and sound prospects for career advancement 


Please apply m writing enclosing CV to Guy Whittaker. 

Server Personnel Officer. FLS Aerospace Limited Long Border Road 
London * Stansted Airport. Essex CM24 IRE 


for Company inlormator see our website at - 
www FISAeropsace com o 

E mail guywCftsaerospace com Fax No: 01279 680065 


Broaden Your Horizons... 



The Royal Naval Reserve (RNR) competes civilian 


volunteers (Including ex-RN) to augment the Royal Navy 

NAVAL 


m tireich, crista, tension and war. at aaa and ashora. 

RESERVE 




Reservists tram at one of 
13 Reserve Data mg 
Centres across UK and 
worldwide throughout the 
Fleet The commitment ts 
2 weeks continuous 
training a year plus an 
evening most weeks and 
the occasional weekend 

Uniform is tree and naval 
pay and travelling 
expenses are payable; in 
addition, most reservists 
qualify for an annual 
tax-free bonus (Bounty) - 
currently up to Cl,050 pa 


Recruits are normally British or Commonwealth subjects 
aged between 16 and 33 years (43 for ex-RN), 
male or female and physically fit 


For further information, contact your nearest Reserve Training Centre 
or Armed Forces Careers Office 

For details of these phone 0345 300123 (24hrs> or 01705 727676. 


Chart Corrector 
Chart Room Manager 

We require a person to manage and correct our 
stock of Admiralty charts. 

This position could be included with the Chartroom Manager covering 
management and tales of our full rang# of Admiralty publications 
and leisure charts. 

Solary negotiable and subject to hours ond experience. 

Telephone or write to Chris Coding. 

Coptain O.M. Watts. 7 Dover Street, Piccadilly. London W1X 3PJ 
Tel: (020-7) 493 4633 


MARINE ENGINEER 


Required to be pan of our learn 
which is the second largest Boat 
Company on the island of Menorca. 
Bateancs and Engfcsh owned 
Maintaining & servicing pnvaiety 
owned pleasure crafts 
For further details contact NIGEL on 
Tel: OO 3A 071 367091 


OIL RIGS 

The Eaamnti+I Guide • 

FOP ANYONE WHO £ NTEPESTED Si 
WORK OFFSHORE ON 08. MGS AM) 
DOESN'T KNOW WHERE TO START 
PACKED FULL OF ALL THE 
MFORMAHON YOU VWLL EVER NEED 
ASOUTOtLRCS. 

• BOOKS TODAY • 


B Clegg Aw Tho m son CUvsNy s . 

Un FVt tSi UR 


Transport 
Instructor Skills 


Use these skills to build 
a profitable business 
based on proven 
credentials from the 
constantly changing 
regulations affecting the 
transport industry. 
Lie. Fee - £8500 
Working Capital: 
£20000 - bank approved. 

Tel: 01476 573297 


Are you 

looking (or a 

new career 

Then look at becoming a 

driving! 

instructor... 

earn up to £400pw + car 

with Job 

satisfaction? 

if the idea ot working as a self employed 
driving instructor appeals to you. then call 
lor more information about our approved 
instructor training course. 

FOR DETAILS 

CALL FREE 

CENTRAL INSTRUCTORS ASSOCIATION 

0800 70 7000 


JOBSEARCHERS 


Ready to move on? 

01753 890243 

CVs & Job Search 
for all Ranks of 
Service Personnel 
www.Jobsearchers.co.uk 


Leaving The Forces- 
Join The Lisl For FREE 


hv Ml Vhfco mi a> Ranks fhr Urn 
k K Wrrr to toty yua Umi a job TVm * art 
•wr jkfMa on rWf iuAe Nit fnl trnrn l» 
help mr sad oar armhn »Ho panrd Tlr Uti 

\IU! Mir y y tt.lfccllitlk.UH8 

oMalldO ’*24 <eo7 


BRISTOW HELICOPTERS LTD 

Artm Air Cocp* Centre, Middle Wallop Stockbrtdge, Hampshire SO20 80V 

Tel: 01960 674314 Tax: 01264 782439 

Immediate vacancies exist for 

LYNX AIRFRAME/ENGINE FITTERS 
£16,000 - £17,400 pa 

lo work in 1** and 2** line maintenance at the 
School of Army aviation. Middle Wallop 

Employment will invoke shift and day work routines, some weekend 
commitments and penods of maintenance support away from base. 
The company otfrr* 20 days annual leave rising to 25 days after 4 
years. 8 days public holidays, contributory pension scheme, accident 
and life assurance benefits and staff travel discounts. 
Applicants should wnte or tax the Engineering Manager, giving full 
drtails of aircraft experience and qualifications quoting Ref: N 199 

All applicants will be reviewed and only those 
considered suitable will be contacted. 


Renaissance 

Cruises 


POLICE RECRUITMENT 


DEVELOP THE SKILLS 
THE P0UCE ASSESS. 
HOME STUDY PROGRAMME 

New Leqf Education 
Tel: 01302 859954 
(Dte aWC MM nvtm 

u.new lcsfedutiitinn.co.uk 



RAPID HOME STUDY COURSE WITH 
PRACTICAL APPLICATION iNCUJOt U 
CAN LEAD TO A NIW lFt F OR YOU 


PffOFFSS/ONAL 

mmsTArus^m 


I sccuRmror] 

HIGH SALARY 


fill hn—dw-wiih.'ni — w Im 


0121-559 0180 


Woat MtdUind* TRAIN FORI] 
School of ONLY 

CHIROPODY ! OSp l dl 


MkJIwkJ*. MS OOP 
kvw< Mw* trw 


yoayv<>oM ovi 




TEST PILOTS 


Testing the broadest range 
of military aircraft 





O 




Up to £35,000 ♦ flying duties supplement & benefits - Boscombe Down, Wiltshire 


As the largest scientific and technical organisation of 
its kind in Europe. DERA. the Defence Evaluation and 
Research Agency, provides world-class engineering 
solutions and a broad range of technical services to 
the MOD and industrial partners around the world. 

As part of the multKJiscipimary team withm the Patrol & 
Support Aircraft Department at DERA Boscombe Down, 
the Heavy Aircraft Test Squadron supports a wide 
spectrum of Military Aircraft Release and R&D trials 
projects Our test work covers a range of multi-engine 
aircraft types, currently including C130J. Nimrod MRA4. 
ASTOR, VC10. Tn-Star and BAC 1-11. 

We currently have opportunities lor experienced test 
pilots to work with our trials teams in test programmes 
covering a wide range of military aircraft types The work 
wii involve not only flying the test programmes, but wiW 
require your participation with the rest of the trials team in 
the complete trials process, from planning the trials, 
through preparing and approving the paperwork lor tests 
to communicating the results of tests through verbal 
debnefings and written reports. 

To be considered, you must be a graduate of a 
recognised test pilot school and have up-to-date 
experience of heavy aircraft test flying, idealty m the 
military envronment First-hand knowledge of highly 
integrated avionics would be a distinct advantage, as 


would experience of two-crew flight decks In addition to 
your ftymg capabilities, you must have management, 
communication and organisational skills of the highest 
order, together with computer literacy and the ability to 
work effectively as pan of a close-knit team comprising 
civilian and military personnel 

In return, you can look forward to a highly competitive 
salary which is augmented by a generous ftymg duty 
supplement. Benefits include a generous pension and 
holiday allowance. Relocation assistance may also be 
available where appropriate These positions are offered 
on a permanent basis. 

DERA welcomes applications from suitably qualified 
people regardless of sex. manta! status, race or disability 

For an application form, please contact, quoting reference 
2554c. The Response Management Team, Associates in 
Advertising (A1A), 5 St John’s Lane. London EClM 4BH 
Tel: 020 7553 9120 (between 9.30am and 5.30pm). Closing 
date for receipt of applications is 24th March 2000. 

wwwderagov.uky careers 


DERA is an Agency of the MOD 


Great Places 
Great Times 

Great Careers ^z** 00 *^ 

Turn your technical skills into a career 

Join us as we cruise the Mediterranean and French Polynesia 


Offering Career Opportunities in Deck and Engine Positions: 

• Senior Officers with Passenger Ship Experience 
• 2nd Officers and lower ranks without Passenger Ship experience 

Opportunities are available to |oin our rapidly expanding fleet of luxury ships 
Prior Passenger Ship experience is required. However technically qualified 2nd Officers. Petty Officers 
and lower ranks can gain this experience onboard while working under supervision 

Our website: www.renaistancecruites.com (Click on 'About Us’). Fax CV to 001 954 7S9 7728 
Mail to: 350 E. Las Olas Blvd.. Suite 800. Ft. Lauderdale. Florida 33302 
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At Your Service 



Over to You 


David Fiddler trained HMS Ganges 
1982 served MMSLym 1964 PWm coo 
tad Mr* Laatence ASAP on 0161 755 3170 
HMT Birdlip MM T Oflasy Anyone wtffi 
edo reaanftng the hotor> of 9ase wan 
Admmmy trawler* or any < 


who can supply any ado. contact Ncfc Clark. 
^ w « > wo f o*wonn no yvc»m ty oy“c*u 
Nothnotvarn NG2 7AN M 0115 9818087 

BBC Sene 


one provide a copy 0» 9ss sen 
out on vtoeo m tie i960*? Contact Prop 


na com or Paler Langley on 01453 1 
or Santa Wade on 01732 451273 
HMS Fiskerton 1958-61 Thrs pared te 
oe*ng rate •*€*#<! lor tie fondest 
Aitooabor archiyet Sertomemoro* anec 
doles and donee to Ray West SeaGfcnpae 
83 Wilton Wood Rd InMonon Sea COl3 
9LD tel 01255 850408 mmmd 

ft i| >Fi JI # hn ip n onj»a bnmtcou* 

HMS Surpr.se. Dauntless Rhyl. Tar- 
mouth. Sheffield Ceylon. Kenya Superb. 
Qiaegoar Protector and Forth Where can 
Ten* and Jacqu Suagefl get cap taAet? 
Also lor ClNCMed andCttC Ptymoutn Png 
01227 455984 or ema^ /eAPiAcaci* 
Dunkirk France 1940 Alan Qosl.ng 
needs photos of steps postcard sure or targ 
#r. dung the evacuation lor tie Dunkak 
CahMon at Purfteet Homage MBiry 
Museum Send melenai lo Alan et 6. Rapwr 
Close. PurlhNrt. Thurrock Esse* nodng 
name end address on asms concerned 
MM tu b mari n e P aree u t Amemo ne lMto 
be unveded m Poroa Greece m May toi 
lowed by a wreMh leymg over tie boat m 
mamory at the crew, toet * Dec 1941 Net 
ol km of crew members «mo want datads 
should coniad Com Hunt on 01737 358674 
HMS St George. HMS Vetykie I A ■ or 
HMS Urtey. 193646 Barry QiMfcam «m % to 
set up a mueaum. and wants stones or pho 
toe. to be returned when c o pie d Contact 
Barry at 22 Sprmgtietd Ave Douglas. Isle ol 
Man *4? 1DX. tat 01824 661124 
Key Smith 1 28) kom Belmerke prod RN 
10 be e nurse , but is now a peremedc Your 
cousm Donna seeks you Write to Donne at 
340 DarwenHd Bromley CrtMA. Boton BL7 
962. i 


i Rd Bromley Croee 
dmi iS#Mtas 
jheed Bey Does a 


Dewd Advnson s father LSo Gerard (Gerry) 
Adamson? Joraed RN 1926 <fttcharged 
1955. 1946 55 he had a commas** on hr 
B>ty Contact David at 70 AtootroM Croat 
Woronora Heights NSW Austraka 2233 
O Force. Jtt Bat tel (on The Royal 
Lincolnshire Regiment, and a detachment 
of RA IgM Ack Ack were sent 10 the pod ol 
Akaba Jordan m 1949 Can anyone recall 
the tngeM that gave mttaf support? Contact 
A Carrot. 04 Manor Dove. W.vtham 
Gnmsby DN3 r 0NR m 01472 590265 
Herbert Bragg (bom 1902 <M 1970) 
from Bdencay mad RN as a vnkmtaer m 
March 1941. baconvn g a CPO Hs sewed 
wrm Domatuv Cestie wySceve Burdok and 
Aimana. trevebng to Freetown and Lagos m 
1944 he caught matana and was brought 
homa H anyone recads fwn or can ante a pc 
kae of Me on board contact Mrs v Salmon el 
6 Sorting Way. Bognor PQ21 4PN 
Royal Navy Logistics. 1919-39 From 
where tkd food tor the crews ot 9a Med Ftest 
and the East Intses and Chvia Squadrons 
come? Were them stores of ammo fuel 
spares sic at Gftraftar. Mans and later 
Aiaiandna and Singapore? Any «to to Or 
Anthony Clayton Apri Cottage 43 Ford 
Lane. Fernham GU10 4SF 
Robert Oguvie RonaM OgSvy seeks *to 
about the war leva of ha tale father prob 
abty a merchant seaman, but ftoughi to 
have served * FffdS Glory, end may have 
been on board durvig vgrang oI Japanese 
surrender doc u ments » anyone recalls hen 
contact Ronald at i. Alder Oescent. Kdeam 
Strrtngshee G63 9SH. le* 01360 55O0C 2 
Naval Parties 1571. 1572 and 1573 who 
Cherbourg Pod by hand* 1944 Can 
e shed hgnt on tie location of a plague 
pieced Ir honour of these pen** ai 
Cherbourg? Contaci J E. Payne 40, 
BoundUone Lane. Lancing BN 15 9QW 
HMS Iroquois Robed Gee has a ama6 
task ashtray from the atvp Would any crew 
member *e 4? Does anyone have a photo 
of mms 177. bu« by Regards Lowestoft 
tot he can copy? Contact hen at 32. Sdver 
Qdns Baton Gt Yarmouth NR31 9PO 
Naval Occasions Fred Holmes bought 
tvs book by Barsmeus. pubkshed by Wm 
Blackwood and Sons Edinburgh and 
London. 1915. ai a chanty shop * 
Fleetwood An siscnption siskSs reads 

|| rMh n rtf n D as -— fSS i /~S AJB#C I mh.n m m 

wY7^ f vpr 1 4 §r n F V^MRfi Ptrvrt TfMO 

I9f5 If iha a Ot mierest to the larrOy or an 
Asaooakon contact Fred af 1. Chariarhouse 
Place Blackburn Lancs B82 2 PI 
Frederick G Rumsey Areffiusa Boy 
Seaman 1936 Swordfish shot down m 


Reunions 


Channel ROW May 1940 R uby Fathotyt 
iam4y (Reed ot Pita Wood) corresponded 
with Fred inti ha release born StaOg Luff 
3Am 1945 He became a CmI Service offeer 
but then whet? Contaci Ruby et 22. 
Brooks** Wey Shriey Croydon cAO 7RR 
MMS Jupder 2L mess 1978-78 RNM 
Master and Plymouth 78 83 846 Naval A* 
Commando Squadron 83 85 and RM Deal 
65 86 Ngsf (Doc) W»vt s ia i wants to contact 
tmpmates especially Mac Madean 
iJupder) Ngei has recendy gone Dhnd 
Friends shpmalet contaci hen on 01323 
439597 or smart OOCAM7?*mol con 
Ufynono Lonwiy ttiiwt tuiirnff 

m tngaies and on eaccd duties <or Aftensc 
troop earners Mao sated to NY and Cape 
Town ■ anyone knew hen or ha shea, con¬ 
tact T D Butcher 18 WNtefho m s Newpod 
PaanH MK16 0AY te« 01908 910804 
Gunboat Goshawk Does anyone hove 
photos o» *do of Ha gunboat rrt*ch towed 
the C aa wel nto Queenstown Harboia on 
May *7lh 1878? Contact J Best 38 Stafeon 
Rd Ktowea C a r mad h ena hee SA17 4LfT 
HMS Liverpool ttcooed Aaama Maru on 
January 21. 1940 35 mass o* Tokyo and 
apprehended 21 German seamen TNs 
i Japan Can any 


March 

> g ar gi , — —a^ ta- »-*- - - - —• 

rHj WGOODf'OQB rliVfH IPIWmll JJlin 

enng of members of the Vtocxt 1 ' crew M 

86 oov#r#^n mow* wxjrnenxx/m 

March 24 to 26 E a crew members welcome 
RNXS (East Anglia) reunion at 1200 on 
March 26 m the Shpwieck Shottey Manna 
(Old Ennght Block. HMS Ganges) Deteds 
kom Peter Brooke. 7. Penn Ctoee Capet Si 
Mary Ipawch »P9 2UE tel 01473 310189 
Aircraft Handlers Association Reason. 
March 31 to Apnl 2 ai Ponbns Hoaday 
Centre Weston super Mere C90 per heed 
me Decays and reservation torm irom ier 
Board r> Meadow Crea. Casbe Donrwiglon 
Derby DE74 2LX tat 01332 860471 
HMS Duke of York mm' weekend m 
Liverpool. March 31 to 4pm 1 OetedstromR 
Draper Rose Cottage t03 Orchard Park. 
Ebon. Chester CH24NQ te> 01928 725175. 


April 


ed (kpOmakc < 
tefl John Ives 


Oermana? Contaci John Ives el 2 Hawthorn 
Bonk Camock Dunlermkne KY12 9JS 

South Atlantic Medal Association 1982 

(SAMA 82) Anyone sesrcfkng 9a worldwide 
web wd And it at htto www sameA? org uk 
HMS Cleopatra if anyone remembers 
fkcfc Cmucher s tether A»red Croucher (who 
dad Jen t996i dunng 9a warkm# Ro 
would kke any remembrances of tan 


about Janos bom Oct 4. 1905._ 

1924. and served n HMS Caradoc. Cudew 
and Adventure RFR 1932 In WW1I he 
served wdh Plymouth Onmwon in Oekence 
demobbed m Oct. 1945 Any oAo to John at 
251. Canton Rd Nottingham NG3 2NT 
HMS Eagle OuingH Swertancks RFR ier 
wee (1952 54) he aocunMOIed oBoal thpi 
photos which love been lost Has anyone a 


May 


n pnor to and diavig ever 
Manner to copy? Wme t 
5>S2 4DP 


-- .186. 

Westoury Rd. Southend ! 

Fred Bunce of Birmingham laaeo 
Goaport n 1942 when ha oousei Thekna 
Cookmen (nee Greq) was m 9a WAAF 
Where a he? Contact Mrs Cookman. 217. 
Atari Dove. Sheerwater WatungGU21 5RD 
Kren)i War Cemetery. Singapore C 
Cudd took photos ol mm graves ofbPO W J 
Shanand (45). HMS RepiMe and LS HE 
Taytor (22) HMS Pnnce of Wtoet 8 mtairvea 
would tka the photos contact Mr Cudd 55 
Wood Farm Rd Haackngton Odord 0X3 
BPS tel 01865 451727 


Calling Old Shipmates 


Artificers Neti PeMt seeks arkhcers who 
pmed HMS Fogara Sept 1979 or HMS 
Wkam 1985 90 crew who recal hen Contact 
Ne* at i Tavern Orchard Lypperd Hanlovd 
Worcester WR4 CNS 04 07977 530911 
HMS Zest 1963 - 65 commission Jc 
Carr seeks s/vpmates who served with Hen a 
Zest especially LCKs Jan Wan and Jessa 
James Contaci V< at 44 Reetamg Ave 
Edinburgh EH7 6PW teitaa 0131 669 7921 
Whitehall WTO Watch 1950-52 Looiung 
tor Signal Won Jenrvler Brown (nee Ovanm 
and tVf Anne Dotoon Reurvon planned 
Contact Rusty Skinner [Mayler) 110. 
Readmg Rd F<nchampsoad Berks RG40 
4RA. tel 0118 973 0589 ematt rusty 
dooPmaaroam corr 
HMS Raleigh SS Trytno to 
LS<Sea) Aa« Mctodoe «mo Chns 


Keen. Steve Owen. Deay Mey and any oth¬ 
ers. contact For/ie Foster 3 Bums Ave 
Sweden Manchester M27 9UH Oita* 0161 
950 7426 or ematt hoto so r^ewch nef 

uuc “ -»-*■- T«I «1 * fiiB *- | K mm 

fwtto ^ • to**jo 

Ziggy Kek seeks L7#t Harry Hart and S*2 
Bn an Shaw, bekevwd to ongeuto from 9a 
Lancsarea Contact Z^gy on 01636 586534 
HMS Fisgard S^smg John Franca 
Peter Wa rm (Frank), joeod Fogard Jan 
1983 as Artificer Apprentce Ot! * 1970 and 
posatoty 9a*ed as a teacher Frwndswantlo 
meet you Contact Bam# Clark. 
Crowntown. Heislon TR13 0AB. at 01736 
352208 iwk) or 07989 710363 or en* bv 
rmt%MrkObcrx^vntcwn frwmtanra oo iA 
MMS Esc 


last saw at HMS Ratogh Contaci Chns at 
12a Paramount Mansions 2 Shan Kwong 
Rd. Happy Wey. Hong Kong enoi war 


l Cambrian For att who served * for 
between 1944 end her gomg to 9a breakers 
a 1971. a reufkon may be planned Cal Don 
01344 774386 or 


dpn^armc r o ineesena co tA 
Naval Selvage Dept. Ben. Italy 1944-45 

Bob Barwsior woutd me to contact anyone 
who was there with ton under C<* AF 
WMchkn RNR especotty Jimmy Green, 
lonnny yniinun: LmCwQo w*%on «ino mri 

Un»worth Cornea Bob on 01480 382505 
HMS Oakham Cast* Seeking oto stokers 
from 1945 48 - contact Ion (Jenner) 
Wcfaard on 01249 714517 
HMS Ruseno 9 anyone rocefls Vc 
W*arm who Oft Bnsloi * 9a 50s tor 
Canada then Houston, contact ran at 7739. 
Kenaco RdL Houston T. 77036 6429 USA. 
ar Ol Demck Roberts on 01782 561052 
Drake Buccaneers ffecha Rayner Uct 


Wanted Urgently 

At present we have long & short term temporary assignments at vanous 
Naval Estabfcihments n Portsmouth & Gosport for the foftowrtg positions. 


Office 

Angels 


Writers 

To IT.OOph Portsmouth & Gosport 

Various oooongs for iwmers wnh cxoenence m the UPO or the registry. 


Administrators 

tft.OOph 

Orvgomg assignments ncqunng i 


Gosport 

; section of EkccE Roweff^mt & Microsoft O^ke stoH 


MEM’s &WEMs 

I220pw Gosport 

Long term bookings for those with basic engineering skjfe. 

Don’t miss OMtl Please forward your CV to: 

Sally Hanes (Branch Manager). Nick* Lavender or E*y Day (Temporary Desk) 

Office Angels, S-7 Arundel Street, Portsmouth, Hants POI INB. 
Tel: 023 9287 7799 

Ema* portsmouthQoffice angeh.com 

Wefe www office-angeKxom 


men cea at 1315 Numberm req^red 
IS 3 Karv 


Hood Division Aircraft Artificer 
Apprentice* 1943-46 reurapr Apni 8 a> 

Taunton Comae! Dave Lane 130. HendtonJ 
m. Ybov4 BA20 2RG tot 01935 475642 

HMS Whrtetand Bay Aaeociabon . umor 

m 9a Royal Baton Home Ctob. Roftomodh. 
Apr* 11 Deteki from Geott MghM^Oe 268 
Galey H« Gadaondge Hemal Hempetoed 
HP i 5tD. tof 01442 263405 
HMS Suffolk Association reunion 
CourtUndi Hotel Bournemoufh Apr*’ 14 16 
SAE to A E Emanuel 1 Ctamon Cl M«^iir 
Rd Surtwon KT6 4RS tel 0181 380 5783 
HMS Serene 1944-46 raunan Apnl 29 at 
the Day Centre LmgAetd. Surrey Data* 
from E Drummond 5 Green Way Syke 
Lane ScarcrofL Leeds LS14 3BJ ML 0113 
288 2222 


hand so contaci Ene Marks 
Thornton COvetoyk FY5 2LY. W 01253 
826300 

Dunkirk Veterans There wd be a parada 

on May 6. 1030 tor f f 00. af Purfleel Ultary 
Museum Centur*n Wey Pvjrleel Thurrock 
Etsav on the opening of the Dunkirk 
Eihtehon K you wil be taking pert, pa e ii 
Of Fred tiderlon know at 17%. A tana Rd 
Chedwe* St Mery. Greys Esse* RM16 4PJ 
Algerines Association (Fleet 
Min* sweepers i 1942-62 reumon * 

Portsmouth May 12 14 Fialher detatts from 
George Patance FoighMknn 97 
Baknacaan Rd. Drumna dfochd IV63 6UY. 
Oita- Ci456 450650 
HMS Comus-eu«iOn Mav 12 14 at Tbrk 
Ai memoer* ana guess wecona Paas# 
contact Geoff Harper on 01302 708135 
RN Com ms Chief* Association Ladas 
right Owner * WO A SR Mess HMS 
Cdkngwood on May 13 Oeteh horn John 
Buchanan 144. Lovadean Lane Love dean, 
Hm P06 9SN W 023 9259 2640 
Sherborne RNA Hospital teunon af 9a 
Swan Cheap Street Sherborne May 13 at 
12 30 Staff and e« patents w el co m e For 
kckett send SA£ and cfoquepoataf order 
tor £10.50. payable to Mrs Done Schotofoid 
(nee Maer). The Bungalow Augustus 
HockMle Leowur Buzzard LU7 9NF 
01525 210887 


before 0117 9266864 (day) 0117 9622500 
(evenm gs ) or 

s cNOay&tofd demon co (A 

Rate os i the Retired RN Air Traffic 
Controllers Association) reunion is at the 
FAA Museum Dsovriion on May 20 Details 
kom Chns Lean 33 Upham Park Rd London 
W4 IPO. tel: 0181 995 5643 fa* 0181 400 
2928 emar 
42 Cdo 


LxMn&giooainat CO u* contact 

RM MT Section (1959-62) they cm 
reunton on May 27 el ihe HMS 


Ctob. Portsmouth £■ 
should contact R A Hunt 26 Uddards Way 
Purbrook PQ7 SOW. Ol 023 9226 2427 


June 


I0«h Destroyer Flotilla 1943-45 and 
Trtoel-Ciatt Oestroyer 1939-45 wvon •" 

Plymouth * June Aa those who served, 
espeoatty HM ifipi SAh and Eskm are 
we l co m e SAE lor deUMs to J Bui 4 Pearl 
Close Beckion East Ham London £6 5QY 
MMS Orion Association are looking tor 
shpmaies 1934 39 - reason at Bul»pooi on 
June 2 3 and Plymouth on Sept ? 6 Contact 
Grant West 26 Slretton Rd Great GOn 
rLE8 9GN tel 0116 2592171 


HMS Kipling (091) reunion at the 
Ashburton How Fonkngbndge Hants on 
om Norman I 


Rd. June 10. 


Stokes BeyCowes i 


977 Spued. RBI reunion m Peebles Hydro 
Scotland on Mey 3 Data* from Fergus J M 
Brawn WS The Ekio, Peebles EM45 SNA 


the HQ ol TS Gambia. Thome nr Doncaster 
May 5 7 Decadi from Las Newman. 3 
Copptoe Rd. Whitnash. Leamtngion Spa 
CV31 2JE Of. 01926 831599 

HMS Consort association reunion at 9a 
Trecam Hotel Baddecomb* Torquay May 

e » D®*ARe JO*"* fYUfevOlw O' . J » 

Leg* Walk. Beftver. PlymouT PL6 7DE. tel 
01752 783064 

HMS Ramlltie* Association service of 

dedtoekon on May 5 when an oak free a to 
be planted et me National Memonei 
Arboretum Staffs, to co mmemorate afl 
those who served on HMS RarmBes Th» 
mvitabon inlands to att ei stvpmates 
Officers and Wives The ce remony com 


AGM et 9a Neutcei Ctob Bvrrenghem May 
13 14 Data** tram R J Law r ence iB Crane 
Drive Venaood Dorsal BH31 606 let 
01202 825680 

I Society reurson on May 13 at 
Cowes tor att hovercraft crew 
6 24. JeBcoo Ave. 
Afverstoke Gosport POI? 2PE tot 023 9258 

4371. 

HMS Diadem Association reurvon on 
May 13 el 9a Ouoens Hotel Souths## 
Contact Peter Bumend on 01243 664680 
Landing Bargee reurvon et the V*ung 
Hotel B..kK pcxifiel 0B45 604 1144. from 
May 15 22 DeUk* Irom F Smith 19 
Guardian Court Moot Lane Yardtoy. 
Btmwtoham 826 iTW Of: 0121 783 7598 
HMS Myngs 1943-54 reurson af 9a F 
Sadort Home Ctob on May 16 * c 
wtth Z Class Destroyer Associate 
Alec Bemaacon on 023 9286 2487 or Pete 
Aduoyd on 01934 822207 
HUS Hood Aksoc r efton reunan on May 
20 at 9a Home Ctob Port sm outh Tcfceta M 
£18 Irom K A Clark 57 Beraweeke Ave. 
Winchester S022 6BL The Si George * 
Church service « on May 21 at 1100 and me 
Botor* Church Service e on M », 28 
HMS SoAebey Association reurvon on 
May 70 al the New Continental Hofn. 
Pfymouth Detaks from Maicom Clarke on 


anyone who served * Penelope 1936-44 
1962 92 Contact Mwe Bee 1 Ood M ow t St. 
Urtieto WF14 9AB email mmatmm^hfw 


HMS Glasgow Apnl 1940 - were you * 
HMS Glasgow when she evecuaod 9a Kmg 
ot Norway tram Molds on Apnl 29? Graham 
Sail warts to r 


Roahe 33 
Rye Lana Dunton Green 
TNUSJfi Ol 01959 524586 

HMS Lookout G32 aurvon at Bumisy on 
Juno 10 Deteto Buck Taybr 24 Grave Rd 
Uggwmd. Oldham OU 6JR. tel 01457 

Glorious. Ardent and Acosta A memon 
el lever tor the 60th arvwersery ot the 
sinking ot these sro» a on June 10 et St 
Nfcho&t Church. HMS Drake Devorport 
Oetees from Oemd Woodcock 15 Green 
Lane OeRon * Furnees. Cumbne LA15 8LZ 
tel 01229 462414 (homei or 01229 875452 

Combined es-Servtces Association 
reurson at Bndkngton June 16 18 M 
Standard Bearers we lc ome FOC Corded G 
Thomas on 01262 673101 

July 

HMS Glasgow (C21 OM) Old Boys 

Association reunion ai 9a Victory Ctob 
HMS Nelson on July 6 9 DebMs from Aken 
Mercer 89. Roya i Ave. Hough Green 
Wtones WA8 8HJ. tel 0151 510 2445 

August 

HMS Came (Weiherby) reunion pkmned 
tor August imeresied f vp m ate s shoud reply 
by Apr* 22 stomp appreciated Wr4e to 
Racfuvd Knght 41 GOnfotd Ave Wetherby 
Was! York* I.S22 6RN Ol 01937 581404 or 
V*ce Parks. 16. The Rowan* York Rd 


to commomorato 9g event W .l** to Graham 
at 6 Flarrvngo Court Fareham P016 8PQ 
HMS Olamond OM moles want to told #■ 
Ol Fred Beech formerly on MMS Diamond 
1987 68 - nng 01634 6 j 0964 For dote* ol 

- reunran contact Ray <Legti 

14 Bourne Court High St 


Wethertw West Ybrks W 01937 580878 
HMS Porpoise and HMS Oracto reunion 

Oto you serve on 9ose dose* electnc boats? 
A reunion a panned a! 9a Orumtork Ctob 
H elensbu r gh on August 4 Tckets CS per 
person or £7 50 per coupa Contact Carl 
Baler on 01436 678104 or Mark Duffy on 
01436 6 79921 9 you cannot make 9 ms data 
contact Carl or Mark and let them know how 

S n contact you lor tutor* events 

Acleeon (South Atlantic | 1946-53 
reumon at Le<etter Server Service Ctob. 
August 11-13 Details from George (Gtogert 
Brandon on 0116 287 3755 
HMS Eagle Survivors Association 1942 
reurvon at the Home Ctob Portsmouth 
Augur 12 Detail* A Goodenough 3 
Bnmplon Rd Readng RG30 3HY m. 0118 
957 3713 

HMS Stalker 809 FAA Squadron 1942-45 

reunion August 19 at the Wevedey Motel 
Crewe let 01720 256223 Contact 0 
Moknes Otoe Rectory Cotlags Packtogtor 
Lane Martova Cotohil. Wax* B46 2QP W 
01675 463327 or Demck on 01782 561052 

September 

British Pacific 6 East Indies Fleet 
reurvon tram Sept 1-4 at Smah Warren 
Hoftday V«ag* Haykng Island Proposed 
parade and commemoratve service m 
Portsmouth Contaci John Oarkng on 01372 
012023 or George Fanceff on 0101 75 1 391? 

HMS Ganges Association (Australian 
Branch) reurvon * Mkdura Vctona on Sept 
6 - a good kma tor e* Ganges boys to abend 
Oympcs Bootongs betog taken now Patnck 
Briscoe email am t&atptuhnk com au 
HMS Argonaut Association reunion on 
Sept 9 el ihe Victory Ctob HMS Nefcon St* 
seeking crew ol the Leender-dess tngeto 
Contact Vem Tnggs on 01784 459212 
HMS Tiger 195066 reumon at Ponera 
Torquay, on Sepl 15 Conted Doc Porter on 
01642 644389 or wme to 54. Wrensteto Rd 
Stockton on Tees TS19 0BD 
HMS Renown Association reurvon at 9a 


Plymouth f 

21 24 Detads from Aten Were 4. S 
13. Lancaster Rd. Bvkde* Sou9ipori PR8 
2LF lei 01704 560481 
HMS Dering (1952- 54) reuraon at Ntod 
Hal Harrogate from Sepl 29 to Od 2 Deiwks 
from Oven Sampson 20 Green Close. Utoy 
Gtodtoi Ci453 860564oremB oaanmmp 
aorOBMapnAne co u* 

HMS Forest Moor intends to hold an event 
40 years as a < 


Sfvpiey 


thto September 30 Contact U Watson 
01423 774204 or RS Bnggt 01423 774209 

October 

HMS Swiftsure Association (Cramer 
end Submarine) reisvon kom October 6-9 
at Wam#r a Cachet St Thomas Hotai DUMB 
from Dtvto George LAjbon Shoton Green 
Ctvchesier PC»Q7BZ 0101243 512996 
Artificer Apprentice (Entry October 
1946) Casemates «ram E.mouto <F«getoi 

and Duncan_(Caiedorva i reu rvon at 

Warner s Li ttt ecota Ho us e Hotel Hungertord 
Od 69 Detaks from Ivor Nomworthy 22 
Thomfva Rd Mannamaad. Plymouth P13 
5NE tel 01752 663330. am* mor s wort hy 
ixaiA 


if you served * F ■< 
(Aisager) 194649 and want to meet Oto 


) Rose on 0151 625 1432 or write to 
37 BUchtose MB. West Keby Wmal CH46 
6BB or email g a ra*e#fesoo not Two 
reumon* ttvs year. Apnl end S eptember 
Atoert Crane, es PO Elec teaks old oppo* 
He served * St Vincent (CL920) Co«*gwood 
NewtoundOnd Bermuda Uon and Fearless 


toPOBoi 716.1 
AuatnAa 

Keith Denny Frank Hague a tryeig to 
corded Keffh who was eher *to about HMS 
Jackal ei March 194* Would Ka4h ptoasa 
contact Frank af 75 WbodOnd Dove Anlaby 
Hu9 HU 10 7HN. ol 01482 657439 
(Alec) Sid Sneddon Dcky Roe is seetong 
Sto wfw jo**dGanges * March i960 (215 
dees. Duncan 17 mess) and was AOn 
Evoon s best man W* be aitenong RNCA 
at Chatham * March and Ganges reumon * 
Aprl when he hopes to catch up wtth teaow 
sfvpmales Ocky (or Btortoa) Roe kves in 
New Zealand emaM romOml&ha nat ru 
HMS Penelope Association Seeking 



Avro 504 


THE AVRO 504 has earned a place as one 
of the greatest British aircraft of all time. 
Best remembered as an ubiquitous and 
long-lived trainer, it nevertheless occu¬ 
pies a place in history as a pioneering 
combat aircraft of the early years of 
World War I. 

The 504. which first appeared in 1913, had a 
very modern appearance, and good perfor¬ 
mance for its time. This was recognised by the 
RNAS which, before the end of 1914 was using 
the type to bomb enemy installations. 

Most notable of these raids was the long¬ 
distance attack on the Friedrichshafen 
Zeppelin sheds by three of the Navy’s Avro 
504s on November 21, 1914. They dropped a 
total ol 12 201b bombs, causing a gasworks to 
explode as well as severe damage to one of 
the Zeppelins. 

In March of the following year, five Avro 504s 
of No. 1 Squadron RNAS destroyed two U- 
boats and set a shipyard on fire when they 
raided the submarine depot at Hoboken near 
Antwerp. 

The Navy also employed 504s as Zeppelin 
Interceptors. About to of these 504Cs were 
built for the Navy, and were specially fitted 
with an auxiliary fuel tank replacing the front 


cockpit - to give greater range and endurance 
- and armed with an upward-firing Lewis gun. 

Avro 504s were also used in pioneering 
experiments in the development of deck- 
arrester and catapult gear. 

As higher performance aircraft were devel¬ 
oped in the course of the war. the Navy s and 
the RFC s 504s were relegated to the training 
role - for which they were originally designed 
and for which their lightweight but robust struc¬ 
ture made them ideal. The purpose-built train¬ 
ers - Avro 504Ks - remained in service through 
the 1920s to train a generation of Naval pilots 

Over 8,000 Avro 504s were built lor the War 
Office in 1914-18. and besides those, the type 
was manufactured under licence in Australia, 
Canada, Belgium, the Netherlands, the East 
Indies and Russia. 

The last known 504s to be flown by the mili¬ 
tary in Britain were used as target tugs by the 
RAF as late as 1940 - 37 years after the type s 
first flight 

Avro 504s were generally powered by an 
80hp Gnome engine (lOOhp Gnome Mono- 
soupape for the 504K) giving a maximum 
speed of 82mph at sea level ana a climb rate of 
seven minutes to 3.500ft. Endurance was four 
hours 
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Helping Hands 
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Hockey squad pitches in 
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Man with a 
mountain 
to climb 

\ FORM1 R RN Reservist is 
seeking sponvirs for his epic Irek 
up Kilimanjaro in June. 

IVtcr Brook shaw. a mcmhci of 
Brighton KNA. is raising monev 
lor the Youth Hostel Association - 
and having hanked if>541 so far. he 
must find CI.HtVI more by the end 
ot next month. 

The Kilimanjaro event 

starts in Tanzania, and participants 
will trek for six days through 
sasannah. rainforest and moot- 
land to dimh to the 19.342ft sum¬ 
mit of Africa's highest mountain 

Donations payable to YHA 
(England and Wales} shiukl he 
sent to Peter at 22. Hawthorn 
Close. Saltdean. Brighton BN2 
MIX and Peter can lx* contacted 
on 01273 302901. 

Charity drive 

A 24- HOUR mo t orcycle driving 

training exercise at lamgmunr in 
May for military personnel will aid 
up io six charities. 

Exercise Enduring Help aims to 
improve cross-country riding tech¬ 
niques in the military* as well as 
raising money. 

More details from ( apt Jason 
Butler REME on 94777 2(152 or 
W02 Graham Gorsc on 94295 
K339. 

Birthday treat 

FORMER RN man Mike Smith 
and his wife Jo. of King's Lynn, 
asked guests lo donate money to 
the RNBT instead of buying him 
presents for hts 60th birthday - 
and they raised more than £200, 
much from his old Navy nals who 
enjoyed a reunion after 42 years 


THE KING George’s Fund for Sailors has 
handed out cheques worth more than £1.2 
million to the benefit of five charities. 

At a brief ceremony beside HMS Victory in 
Portsmouth Naval Base, the fund awarded 

■ £35,000 to KIDS child devekipment centre 

■ £524*000 to the Shipwrecked Fishermen and 
Manners' Koval Benevolent Society 

■ £275.000 to the Koval Navy and Royal 
Marines Children's Fund 

■ £338.000 to the Koval Naval Benevolent Trust 

■ £501000 to the W k\s Benevolent IhMt 

The cavh is part of the £3.2 million total 

grants handed out bv KGFS. founded by King 
George V in |9|7. which is the only central lund 
making grants to nautical chanties. 

The money helps kvok after the welfare needs 
of seafarers and their dependants in the Royal 
Navy, the Merchant Navy and the fishing fleets. 

Such help includcH caring for the elderIv and 
financial help for those still serving who are hit 
by illness, disability or bereavement. 

■ I1IE 1999 national raffle organised by KGFS 
raised £43.0(1). Top prize was a car. 


Firework cash 


Norfolk looks 
a picture 

\ vv aii rcoi OUR of type 23 frfcrit HMS 

Norfolk is helping raise money for gtx)d causes. 

The painting. by Mark Elkrton. was presented to 
the Worshipful Company of Carpenters ny the ship’s 
Commanding Officer, f'dr Bruce Williams. It was 
commissioned with money donated by the Carpenters. 

At a reception on board the frigate, a cheque for 
£1.500 was presented to Norfolk Ward. Demford 
Hospital in Plymouth, the money coming from sale of 
prints and money raised by the snip's company. 

Norfolk's other charities, the Norwich Child 
Development Unit and the Duchess of Norfolk’s 
Hospice Appeal, will he receiving donations bier this 
year, when tnc ship returns from depkiyment. 

Anyone wishing to buy one of tnc limited edition 
prints of HMS Norfolk, price £10, should contact the 
Charities Officer. HMS Norfolk. BFPO 344 

Run funds guide dogs 

FOUR members of 760 Engineering Training 
Squadron. HMS Sultan, completed the Great North 
Run last October - and the results of their efforts, u 
cheque for £77(1. has been handed over to the Guide 
Dogs for the Blind Association to train dogs at the 
Association's Southampton centre. 


WHF.N an established player 
in the RN women’s hncfccy 
squad was diagnosed as having 
multiple sclerosis (MS), the 
rest of the squad decided to 
raise funds for the Solent MS 
Therapy Centre. 

Through a scries of events. - 
including a 70-mile bib 
around the Isle of Wight, the 
Great South Run. tournament*, a 
parachute jump, the Gibraltar 
Rix'k Race and a huge car wash at 
the Brickwoods Field (inn 
Challenge - the squad has raised 
£2500 for the centre. 

Ihc most recent cheque, for 
£1.200. was presented to members 
of the centre during one of the 
fund-raising activities. 

• Uphill battle: members ot the 
RN Women's hockey squad 
find the going tough during a 
70-mile bike ride around the 
Isle of Wight. 


• Big help: OM Graham Cudbertson with Dylan Scott and the RNBT 
mascot at the cheque presentations in Portsmouth. 

f*CM LAPHOT) Otv» Hunt (SFPV) 


MONEY raised by a firework display at 
HMS Raleigh in Cornwall has been handed 
over to help children and their families deal 
with the problem* of cystic fibrosis. 

A cheque for £558 was given to Caroline 
Tilley, a children’s respiratory nurse from 
Derriford Hospital. Plymouth. The money 
will pay for training aids and equipment 

Caroline, a community outreach nurse, 
visits and gives support to children and par¬ 
ents on the children’s ward at the hospital 
and in their own homes. 

Cystic fibrosis is the most common inherit¬ 
ed life-limiting condition in the UK. and 
there is no cure as yet for the disease, which 
largely affects the lungs and intestine and 
requires daily, lifelong treatment. 
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In Brief 


Guernsey’s gift 

A DONATION of £600 to the New Life 2000 
Appeal in Portsmouth by IIMS Guernsey has 
been doubled bv an appeal fund, and will he used 
to huv a breast pump for tlx* Newborn Intensive 
Care Baby Unit at Si Mary’s Hospital. 

The money was raised by the ship’s company 
during a number of events over a busy period of 
fishery protection duties. 

Six of the best 

A VISIT by HMS Montrose to her namesake 
town resulted in more than £2.000 being 
handed over to charities. 

Six members of the ship’s company cycled 
the 630 miles from Dev on port in six days, led 
by LPT Armstrong, to meet the ship, raising 
over £1,000 in the process for the NSPCC 
and three Montrose charities. 

And the POs’ Mess raised an additional 
£1.000 through fines and forfeits, which was 
split between the Montrose Adult Resource 
Centre and the Angus Special Playscheme. 

Icing on the cake 

A CAKE Bake fur C hildren in Need by staff of 
Contain Submarine Sea Training in Faslanc raised 
£320. Organised by Avvivtant Building Officer 
Joanne Smith, with help from PO Ann Gillen, 
guests .it the lea break were charged II sack 
A special Puckey Bear cake, won by Ll Cdr 
Craig Cunningham, wav donated on to the 
Maroon House Retirement Home. Helensburgh. 

North and South 

A FRIGATE on duty in the South Atlantic 
raised almost £1,100 for her charities - and a 
brave soul gathered another £1.000 by 
putting himself through a gruelling schedule. 

HMS Richmond donated £535 each lo the 
Royal Star and Garter Home lor Ex-Service¬ 
men in Richmond. Surrey, and the Victoria 
Hospital in Richmond. North Yorks, in cash 
raised from rattles, village fetes and a disco. 

PO(S) David Smith also raised money for 
the Home by running 100 miles around the 
upper deck, and when that became too cold, 
by rowing 200 miles. 

High-value cards 

COMMANDER Steve Grccnwixid. chairman of 
the Directorate Naval Air Support House of Cards 
Social Committee. Ills donated £81X1 each to two 
Yeovil chanties. Fivewsys and the Southwest 
Children's Heart Circle. 

Many hands, hard work 

SAILORS from HMS Sultan have managed to 
find time in their busy schedule to do some 
community work. 

The 16 men completed a number of tasks at 
the Royal Sailors Rest in Rowner. Gosport, 
including tidying up the grounds, and deco¬ 
rating the Anchor Pre-school facility. 

Party to the cost of party 

WARRANT officer* and senior ratings from HMS 
Collingwood gave £200 to the Peak Ijinc estate 
Residents Society in Farcham to help defray the 
awl of their children’s Christmas party. 

Bikers bring in £12,000 

INCLUDING the £807 raised during Children 
in Need, the total figure raised for charity last 
year by the RN Motorcycle Club reached 
£ 12 . 000 . 


Fund cheques in 
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Mets and 
county too 
good for 
Navy team 

THE NAVY'S last chance to 
win the South West Counties 
football championship sliJ 
away on an icy pitch when 
Suvsex scored four times with¬ 
out reply, writes Dun CoHacoii. 

An under strength Navy side 
wav outplayed by the countv XI. 
which showed great technical abil¬ 
ity and passion. 

The first strike came after ten 
minutes, though the Navy came 
close on two oocaaioni to Meb- 
ing an equaliser. 

End-to-end play, with Sussex 
dangerous on the break, continued 
lie break, and on ifu- mob 
of half-time Sussex grabbed a sec¬ 
ond. shifting home a rebound after 
keeper Adams had made a good 
save. 

Manager Neil frame was forced 
to reshuffle his side at the interval, 
and had to bring himself on after 
ss minutes as Gamble went ofl 
injured. 

As the Hark Blues were re¬ 
organising the county side scored 

opfci 

The Navy now lacked a cutting 
edge in attack. .ind when a ik 
cr was caught in possession after 
67 minutes to give Sussex a 4-0 
lead there was no way hack. 

POAEM Nigel Thwaites 
still managed to sting the 
county keeper 's hands with 
a powerful volley, but the 
fact remains that the Navy 
had been made to look a 
very ordinary side by an 
impressive Sussex team 

The defeat leases the Navy in 
third spot m the league, four 
points behind joint leaders Sussex 
and Hampshire. 

■ THE Metropolitan Police 
pulled off an unlikely friendly win 
against the Navy on a rain-soaked 
pitch, whirs Dun CiAlauHl. Both 
sides were bckiw strength, with the 
Mets looking to a vital FA Vase tic 
against Deal four dan later. 

The Navy fell behind to a near- 
port header after only five min¬ 
utes. hut quickly settled and went 
clove Iwk'c through ( PC) Bob 
Evans and Steve Merit. 

A vollc> by POAEM Nigel 
Thwaites. after his free kick came 
back off the bar. was clawed away 
by the ftriice custodian. 

With the Police rarely threaten¬ 
ing. the RN pressed forward, hut 
their final ball was often poor. 

A goal was disallowed alt 
minutes for an infringement, and 
Dave Wilson then shot iust wide. 

The Navy resumed the sick in 
the second half, although CPO 
Daisy Adams had to produce two 
superb saves. 

Ax the Navy pushed forward 
gaps appeared at the hack, but sev¬ 
eral more chances went begging 
before the Police claimed victory. 

Both tides played attractive 
football, and although the Navy 
hogged possession, the police 
defended with determination. 

■ I bfl Navy * irr.nl inter 
Services champions - play the 
Army on March I at Aldershot 
Military Stadium (ko 1930). and 
take on the RAI at Ikimahv Road 
on March 8 (ko 1930). 



Alpine switch 
numbers hit a peak 




• Katte Nurion in the Giant Slalom. 
Katie finished 11th overall 


Women skiers are hot on the 
heels of the Army in St Moritz 


THE NAVY women's team produced an 
outstanding performance to run the 
Army close in the inter-Services Alpine 
skiing championships in St Moritz. 

Team captain Carol Strong was inspira¬ 
tional. notching second places in the Giant 
Slalom, the Slalom and the Super G. and 
sixth in the Downhill. 

Her combined results put her second 
overall. 

Trish Kohn also shone, finishing second 
by just 0.4 ol a second in the Downhill, 
fourth in the Slalom and Super G and fifth in 
the Giant Slalom, and taking the most 
improved skier trophy for the second year 
running. 

The Navy finished four seconds behind 
the Army In the Super G. and less than a 


second down in the Slalom after two runs 
each by four racers per team. 

The men's team also skied with determi¬ 
nation. but a run of bad luck ensured the 
Army were not troubled for the 12th year 
running. 

Squad member Aaron Hewitt ruptured 
knee ligaments in pre-contest training, and 
Jonathan Bird twisted a knee and broke a 
thumb in the Downhill. 

Two bright spots were team captain 
Steve Cotton's fourth place overall, and 
Ashe Wright taking sixth in his first inter- 
Services. 

Main sponsor tor the event was BAe 
Systems, backed by Willis, Scottish 
Courage. Vickers. BT Defence. Boots and 
Swiss Travel. 


A MOVE to Lcs Arcs saw record num¬ 
bers enter the 50lh anniversary RN 
Winter Sports championships, writes 
Cdr Richard Ellis. 

This year also saw the introduction of 
snowboarding as a rcctwntvcd sport. 

The combination of factors saw more 
than 830 members of the RN Winter Spirts 
Association in the French resort, and 515 
racers participated in a frenetic programme 
of races, including three srniwhoard and two 
Telemark events. 

The Navy also hosted the first truly pur¬ 
ple snowboard event, with the RAI iaking 
the Raytheon Cup in the intcr-Scrviccs 
competition, ahead of the Navy. 

Tnc first week of the championships was 
dedicated to ski and snowboard training, 
arranged by RNWSA trainers Tommy 
Wallace (skiing) and Pete Bone (snow¬ 
boarding). 

A large number took the opportunity to 
train - including 90 first-timers 

With classes swelling the folkiwmg week, 
a phenomenal 110 competed in the novice 
and beginners’ race, won by N. Stevenson 
and K. Smith (novices) and S. Turtand and 
C Lusher (beginners). 

On the snowboarding side more than 100 
took lessons, and M McGuire won the 
beginners/ novices race, pipping Z. Alhnpp. 

Advanced riders competed in two 
Open events, a Giant Slalom won by 
Lt Andy Naylor and a thrilling night¬ 
time Duel Slalom in which MA Jason 
Parker was just edged out by Lt 
Nick Earl, who won the Dan Air Cup 
as overall snowboard champion. 

As the forecast bad weather held off. 28 

■hips* teams vied fof the n 

II MS Liverpool took the Bait lease Cup 
while Heron. RM Poole. Seahawk and 
RMR London took the honours for major 
and minor A and B teams. Carol Strong and 
Steve Cirtton took individual honours. 

On the final day the Super Giant Slaktm 
was won by HMS Seahawk and RMR 
Bristol, and the intcr-Command Parallel 
SWOB vs,IV WOfl bj Nud Air < ommand 

Only 15 years ago some 130 competitors 
skied over two weeks. This year saw many 
more entrants and twice the races in one 
week - testament to the organising team, 
and the help of sponsors Raytheon. Hamil¬ 
ton Barr and Skiworld. 

For information on RNWSA Alpine ski¬ 
ing. contact Cdr Richard Ellis (Abbey 
miod ext 30733) and for RN snowboarding 
contact Lt Nick Earl on 023 9254 2758. 

For detailed results, see the Navy News 
website at »wwjta\ynewsxojd 

RN XIII go on-line 

THE RN Rugby League Association now 

h.is its own MOdk 

The history of the Association, its push 
for recognition in the Service and details of 
fixtures, merchandise and match reports are 
all accessible on the Internet at: m wvrnr- 
warriors tool 


Netball 
squad 
gears up 

THE BENEFITS of a tough 
tour to Australia should 
become apparent when the 
Navy's netball team line up 
in the inter-Services compe¬ 
tition at HMS Nelson on 
March 9-10. 

Hopes are high that the 
autumn two-week tour will 
have strengthened RN 
chances. 

The women played six 
matches against club sides 
in Sydney. Brisbane and 
Cairns, learning new tac¬ 
tics as well as getting plen¬ 
ty of match practice. 

As pari of tour fund-rais¬ 
ing. the team joined forces 
with the South East Hants 
Special Olympics volleyball 
team to help them boost 
their coffers, and £1,000 
was handed over at the end 
of last year. 


Exeter XI 
travel well 

HMS EXETER'S football 
tc.im travels well hiving 
completed an undefeated 12- 
match tour during the destroy¬ 
er's Gulf deployment. 

Starting with a 3-3 draw with 
RN Gibraltar and finishing with a 
2-1 win over Doha, the team, led 
Iw coach PO Stevie Gaskin, devel¬ 
oped a spirit which saw them 
through some tough games 

The highlight of the tour was 
victory in the Bahrain National 
Day su-a-side tournament, where 
the second team were narrow 
losers on penalties. 

Another feat was the 64) win 
over the RAF. 

Chris Thompson-Baily was 
voted player of tnc depkiyment. 

New venue 
for golf day 

THE RAYLEIGH RNA char¬ 
ily golf tournament takes place 
on May 3 at the South Essex 
Golf and Country Club. 
Brentwood - a new venue. 

The cost of £29 covers coffee on 
anival. 18 holes of golf, a buffet 
and prize*. 

Last year’s event, which fea¬ 
tured Service teams as well as 
anociations. raised £1.019 lor 
SSAFA Forces Flclp. 

Application forms will be sent 
to addresses from last year, but if 
you have moved on or wish lojoin 
in. contact Alan Booth. 6. Cecil 
>Afrv. Ravlcigh, Essex SS6 HOT. tel 
268 743545 oi 


01 


I or 07808 328034. 


Two out of four ain’t bad 


THE ROYAL Navy’s squash 
players managed to win two of 
the four team trophies up for 
grabs at the inu < 
championships, writes Li Cdr 
Sieve t aller. 

Playing on home courts at HMS 


Tcmerairc. the Under 25s, fired up 
by team manager WO Giddings 
(F'oxhill). set the standard by win¬ 
ning both their matches 
S/Lt Crew. POAEA Draper 
(Ycovilton) and OM Backhouse 
(Dryad) heat their Army oppo¬ 
nents to take the initiative. 


Anyone for Wimbledon? 


HAVE YOU ever dreamed of playing at 
Wimbledon? 

Or stroking a winner down the line at 
Queen’s Club? 

The RN Lawn Tennis Association may be 
able to help. 

With the new season approaching, the 
RNLTA is looking tor new players to compete 
in fixtures against prestigious tennis clubs 
throughout the summer in men s, ladies and 
veterans' categories. 

If you are interested contact your area rep¬ 


resentative: Portsmouth Area Recreation 
Officer (ext 24150); Plymouth area: CPOPT 
Mickey Crouch (HMS Raleigh ext 41670); 
Scotland area: LOPT Steve Losh (Faslane ext 
6206), Ladies: WO Nicki Hudson (0171 807 
8551); veterans: Lt Cdr Robin West (DERA 
Portsdown ext 2010). 

There is a chance to show your skills in 
Portsmouth on March 31 in an indoor tourna¬ 
ment at Burnaby Road. For details contact 
POPT Dolly Gray on HMS Collingwood ext 
2389 


Lt May RM (42 Cdo) and SES 
Jones (York) kail to the Army 1st 
and 5th strings, hut the 3-2 RN win 
was enough to clinch the champt- 
tbc RAI had already 
been seen off by 54). 

The veterans followed suit, win¬ 
ning their 2nd. 3rd and 4ih string 
matches against the RAF. the 
deciding match going to team cap¬ 
tain Lt Young (CFM Portsmouth). 

Thai M mi tors followed a 4-1 
win against the Army to clinch the 
Orampionship Cup. though the 
success was tinged with sadness at 
the farewell to stalwart WO 
Dunphy. playing his last inter- 
Services before leaving the Navy . 

The Women's team put up resis¬ 
tance against strong Army and 
RAF teams, hut lost in hi>th. 

The Senior \kk* fared little bet- 
«mst supcnoi opponents, the 
highlight being the win by CPOPT 
Binks (Dryad). 

the lour name ni was supported 
bv NAAFI 


Making a splash 


BURGEONING youth 
>licy by the Plymouth 
IN RM swimming club is 
starting to pay dividends. 

The junior section, formed 
lata then five years ago with 
24 children, has now grown 
to 116 children tor Saturday 
morning swimming lessons, 
and 30 ten to 15-year-olds 
who compete. 

Social events are still an 
important feature, but the 
competitive edge is coming 
to the fore. 

Times and placings have 
improved with each event, 
and members efforts were 
rewarded at the Kingsbndae 
Kingfishers inaugural gala. 

The Navy club was leading 
at the half-way mark, and 
although the contest 
remained tight, a tremen¬ 


dous run in the final 15 of the 
55 events ensured victory 
for the swimmers, who com¬ 
peted in both junior and 
open categories. 

The final total was 208 
points for Plymouth RN RM, 
with Okehampton second 
with 194pt$ and the home 
club third with 183pts. 

There were a number ol 
notable performances, with 
16 personal bests recorded 
on the day, but coachea 
were delighted with the team 
effort. 

Any Plymouth-based per¬ 
sonnel who wish their chil¬ 
dren or themselves to be 
involved with the club 
should contact CpI Chris 
Fairey, Commando Forces 
Officers Mess. RMB 
Stonehouse. 
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Sport 



RN U-20s 


just fail to 
overhaul 
county XV 

THE NAVY'S youngsters sur¬ 
prised their opponents in an 
undcr-2(k rugby match at The 

The Cornish tide had expected 
to tot up a large score, hut a ding- 
dong battle ensued 

Cornwall quickly opened up a 
lead, but Navy pressure brought a 
trv for the excellent Kern Slyman 
(Cdo Logs KM), and with Chns 
Battle (DSRFC) bundling through 
a maul to score, at halftime the 
county were IK-10 ahead. 

Fuseli 1 1 IMS 

scored between the posts, and 
Slyman converted to put the Navv 
one point behind, and although 
Cornwall replied, a converted 
James Petrie (DSRFC) try gave 
the Navy the lead. 

TWo more Cornwall tries were 
answered bj Chris Reynolds 
(Swansea AFCO). and the game 
ended 33-29 to Cornwall. 

The same Navy side had already 
lost 29-8 to Cornish Colts champi¬ 
ons Wadebridge in a tnal game. 

Despite taking an early 
lead through a Slyman 
dropped goal, the Wade¬ 
bridge side's greater cohe¬ 
sion showed as they ran In 
a number of tries. 

The RN scored late on through 
OM Mark Higgins (HMS Raleigh). 

■ The Royal Marines overcame 
Naval Air Command in the inter- 
Command cup at Devonport. 

After a scoreless half-hour. Air 
broke the RM's grip with a penal¬ 
ty. quickly matched by the Royals. 

A second-half Sgt Rob 
McIntyre try. converted by Mne 
Mark Vealc • who sealed the game 
with hts second penalty - gave the 
R . «K .i I 1 t > win 

■ The Royals' Band Service also 
showed a winning touch, heating 
HMS Drake 36-17. 

The Bandies were ahead by the 
break through Musn Andy 
Gregory (BRNC) and Musn 
Trevor Naughton (RMSM Ports¬ 
mouth) tries a> 

Freddie Lomas (CTCRM). 

Jason Hurst’s try for Drake was 
converted by Banjo West. 

After the break, tries from 
Gregory. Long and Musn Simon 
Nichols (Plymouth) - two convert¬ 
ed by Lomas - saw off the Drake 
rtph I mm Albert Hall and Hurst. 

Teams seeking a fixture against 
the Bandies should contact WO 
Muddiman or Musn Bott on HMS 
Raleigh ext 41304. 

■ HMS Cumberland beat HMS 
Northumberland 33-8 in the Midi- 
Ships Cup. 

Northumberland look the lead 
in an even start, but the kicking of 
LPT Steve Sinclair and four tries 
saw the Mighty Sausage to victory. 





• Swansong: Vice Admiral Sir John Dunt leads out the RN XI on the last match of their cricket tour to India. 

Team bowled over by 
welcome 


A ROYAL Navy cricket tour to 
India has been nailed a success 
both on and off the pitch, 
writes Lt Cdr Jim Donks. 

The team played eight matches 
- four in Goa and four in Mumbai 
(Bombay) - winning three and 
drawing one. 

A week in the sunshine of Goa 
allowed the team to acclimatise to 
the slower Indian pitches and the 
varieties of spin which they were to 
encounter throughout the tour. 

In their first three matches the 
RN side hatted first, and in all 
three of these one-day games set 
their hints unbeatable targets. 

Against Margao the Navy 
totalled 1 $9 for 8 and shot out their 
opponents for 124, and in Panjim 
against the Gymkhana side the 
sailors scored 232 for 8. a total 
which the home team fell short of 
by 89 runs. 

The RN scoreboard reached 148 
for 9 against the Goa Cricket 
Association President's XI. hut the 
representative side were skittled 
out lor 93 

The move on to the second part 
of the tour saw a distinct improve¬ 
ment in the standard of opposition. 

XiMinsi .1 Itron Air bxtti Mk 
containing former Indian Test 
player Sanjay Manjrckar (howled 


by Lt Cdr Simon Moms lor 5), the 
Navy did well to contain the total 
to 220 in 45 overs. 

When they batted, the Dark 
Blues made a valiant stab at win¬ 
ning the game, falling short by just 
19 runs - LCpI Tim Burt lop-scor- 
ing with 47 runs. 

The RN cricket club were hon¬ 
oured to play their next matches at 
the prestigious Wankhede 
Stadium, later the venue for the 
Fust Test between India and South 
Africa. 

Batting first against Mumbai 
Cricket Association, the tourists 
sir 

Mncl 

Despite carty breakthroughs, 
the home side reached their target 
in 21 overs for the loss of three 
wickets. 

The next day pitted the Royal 
Navy against the Indian Navy - a 
strong side featuring one-day spe¬ 
cialists - and again the British 
sailors recovered from a rocky 29 
for 5 to reach 114. 

The Indians lost just two wickets 
in knocking out the required runs. 

The find match of tne tour was 
a re-arranged fixture against the 
Mumbai Police, who set a daunting 
total of 255 in 45 overs. 

The Navy set about their task 
with relish, but tight bowling and a 


Kruggled to 114 all out rescued by 
Mne Greg Owen's 43. 



the Hag: team members PCT Mark Johnson (HMS 
hampton). Sir Andrew Alnsley (HMS Bangor), WTR Chris 
Potter (HMS York) and Lt Tim Berry (HMS Newcastle) at the 

- dbf “ “ 


Cars head south 


ORGANISERS of the Cape to 
Cape 2000 Challenge motor rally 
are looking for teams to compete in 
this annual endurance test. 

Amateur drivers using standard 
production vehicles will be expect¬ 
ed to drive the lenxth of Europe, 
from Nordkapp in Norway to Cane 
Tartfa in Spain - almost 4.000 miles 
- in the shortest time possible with¬ 
out breaking any speed limits. 

Only the start and finish arc 
specified, with each team of three 
of four planning their own route 


The current record » 56 hours 
55 minutes, but with a new bridge 
opening between Sweden and 
Denmark there is a good chance of 
a new record. 

There are two events, the main 
challenge and one for sports cars. 
Both take place between July 2-9. 

For more details, contact Tony 
Stubbs at Motor Challenges lid. 
tel'i|; In *1252834079, 

email lotiyViapeUH'ape.co.itk, or 
check the website at wwwLcmpeto- 
tapextyuk 


Margao Cricket Club in Goa. 

defensive field restricted the 
tounsts to 210. 

This game featured the final 
appearance as President of the dub 
by Vice Admiral Sir John Dunt. 

In Bombay, an excellent recep¬ 
tion hosted by the High 
Commission was typical of the gen¬ 
erous hospitality and friendship 
shown by all. 

The tour gave Lt Cdr Neil 
Semton the opportunity to umpire 
with ex- lest umpire D.N. 
DoMkl and lour matches were 
watched by a number of former 
Indian Test players. 

Possibly tne highlight of the tour 

Starting martial 

THE RN RM are keen to start a 
Martial Arts Association to 
eventually compete in the 
Inter-Services championships. 

An RN database is being 
compiled, and any person of 
any experience interested In 
such an association should 
contact LPT Holl on PNB ext 
24151 or 24484. 


was the reception by the Indian 
Navy, attended by a number of 
senior officers, and the tour 
attracted extensive press coverage. 

Financial contributions were 
made by the Sailors' Fund and the 
Fleet Amenities Fund, the Sports 
Lottery. Command Funds, and 
additional support came from 
EDA EDS Ltd and Marconi. 


Navy take 
women’s 
rifle title 


Nils YEAR’S womens inter 
Services smallbore rifle shooting 
championships became a straight 
contest between the Rxwal Navy 
and the RAF after the Army failed 
to field a team. 

And it was the Dark Blues who 
came out on top in a dove compe¬ 
tition - the previous year's score¬ 
board was also taken into account 

- and won the title by 11 points 

It is hoped to send a team to 
New Zealand next year for the 
21101 Super Games, which » open 
to all vervine and ex-serving mem¬ 
bers of the Armed Forces. 

Most of the RN Women's Rifle 
Association members have been 
shooting for several years, but a 
number arc soon to leave the Navv 

- including team captain CWRfi 
Linda Hanna. 

New members will be wel¬ 
comed. and any interested person¬ 
nel should contact the Women's 
Spurts Officer at HMS Icmcrairc. 

Boxers train 
at Palace 

THE NAVY boxint squad has 
completed a gruelling training 
week at the National Recreation 
Centre, Crystal Palace, under the 
direction of RN coach C/Sgt Steve 
Fulthorpe and Steve Penberthy. 
RN coaching administrator 
The week consisted of training 
sessions held by national coaches, 
lectures and discussions. 

It is hoped the work will stand 
the Navy mixers in good stead for 
the Combined Services Individual 
Championships, staged as Navy 
New went to press. 

Big challenge 

THE WESTERN Lies Challenge 

- a 200-mile adventure for mixed 
tcjnis Ot four, i ik nr por.it me 
kayaking, fell-running, mountain 
biking, swimming and orienteering 

- is to be held on M.i> 9 11 

The solo (UK) male category is 
already full, but there is space for 
solo women and teams. Contact 
umWwhailenRt. demon co uk 


Royals set a cracking pace 


A TESTING cross-country course 
on a fine but windy day proved to 
the liking of CpI Mark Croasdale, 
who took the RN championship in 
style, writes Lt Graeme Riley. 

Hosted by HMS Sultan, the course 
included a variety of terrain, from 
muddy, strength-sapping laps of a land¬ 
fill site to the wooded tracks and firm 
grassland of Browndown 

A group of seven, including six 
Royals, quickly broke away from the 
field of 60. and Mark (RM Chivenor). win¬ 
ner of the Washington Marathon and a 
former British Fall Running champion, 
took tha initiative. 

Mark opened up a gap on last year s 
winner, CpI Gary Garrard (Gloucester 
Careers), and they ran In unchallenged 
to taka tha first two places. 

In tha chasing group was tha first vet¬ 
eran, Me) John Rye (CTCRM), a recent 
gold medallist with tha England team, 
and ha wore down his younger oppo¬ 


nents to take third. 

Behind him ware CpI Mark Goodridge 
(HQRM), LWTR Paul Lavlck (RNAS 
Yeovilton) and WO Stave Payne (RMB 
Bickleigh), tha second veteran. 

With tha Royal s scoring group of six 
in tha top tan placing*. they were com¬ 
prehensive winners of tha team race 

Portsmouth Command s tighter pack¬ 
ing edged the Fleet team into third place 
by one point 

The Royals also dominated the veter¬ 
ans competition. 

With the Navy s top three ladies all 
running, LWPT Belinda Fear (RNAS 
Culdroaa) reversed last year's Intar- 
Services placings with an Impressive 
display of committed running, finishing 
almost a minute clear of POWWTR 
Lindsay Gannon (Northwood). 

Third In was POWWTR Vicki Norton 
(CTCRM). and Plymouth Command took 
tha team honours. 

Tha junior man's race looked good for 


last year s inter-Servlce silver medallist, 
WTR Mark Adams (HMS Nelson), but 
two Royals had other ideas. 

RCT Sibley (CTCRM) produced an 
excellent race to finish more than a 
minute ahead of Adams and RCT 
Osbourne (CTCRM), who were neck- 
and-neck until the final 50 metres, when 
Adams' batter-timed kick for home saw 
him into second place. 

The two recruits' efforts saw tha 
Royals take their third team title. 

me impressive displays leaves the 
RN squads in buoyant mood as they 
approach the Inter-Services champi¬ 
onships at Aldershot on March 3. 

■ Lt Cdr Dai Roberts cruised to victory 
in the Dutch Navy championships. 

Dal, on exchange with tha Dutch Navy, 
was disappointed to lose out on gold in 
the Dutch Inter-Services event, incorpo¬ 
rated into tha same race - ha was out- 
sprinted in a frantic last 400 metres - 
but tha prospect of a team qold In tha 
British version might cheer him up. 


ARMY v NAVY 

- Rugby Union - 

Saturday 6 May 2000 at Twickenham 
Kick off 2.45pm 


Tickets 

£12.50 adults, £5.00 children and OAPs 
Discounts for families and schools 

BOOKING HOTLINE 
0870 4446633 

www.navyrugbyunion.co.uk 


Sponsored by 


Willis 

The Risk Practice 
































• The weather shines on HMS Kent for her arrival 
at Portsmouth in contrast to her departure from 
the Clyde. Picture: PCX PHOT) Colin Burden 
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Jedical get-well plan a ‘major achievement’ 


FORMER Second Sea Lord Admiral 
Sir John Brigstocke has praised 
Ministers while clarifying points he 
made about the Defence Medical 
Services In a leaked letter he had 
sent to a colleague. 

The letter, which Admiral Brigstocke 
says was a private one. referred to the 
parlous state’ into which our medical 
services had been allowed to slip 
through lack of resources and funding, 
and a clearly defined future. 


However, he did add that the prob¬ 
lems had been recognised ‘at the very 
highest level and a programme of 
improvements was beginning. 

In his further statement. Admiral 
Brigstocke said that the leaking of the 
letter was inexcusable, but that he stood 
by its contents. 

*1 am sad at any embarrassment to 
Ministers, as their interest in Service 
people and their families has been 
impressive,' he said. 

He had also expressed his views in an 


interview in the December edition of 
Navy News, in which he said: 

M ! have been greatly reassured that 
two successive Secretaries ot State and 
Armed Forces Ministers have shown 
greater interest in the welfare of our 
people than I have known before." 

Again speaking of Ministers he has 
now added: “ft is one of their maior 
achievements that they have put in 
place a realistic get-well package for the 
Defence Medical Services which, given 
the necessary funding, will remedy the 


flawed 1994 Defence Costs Study deci¬ 
sions over restructuring: but mistakes 
that serious will take decades to 
resolve. ’ 

Navy News has highlighted the prob¬ 
lems meed by the DMS in reports over 
the past few years. 

The latest item, which appeared in our 
December edition, contained the 
Ministry of Defence response to criti¬ 
cism voiced by the House of Commons 
Defence Committee over the state of the 
medical services. 


PAY RISE 
OF 3.3% 
GETS OK 

ABLE SEAMEN are getting a pay rise of 3.8 per cent 
as part of a deal for the Armed Forces which gives 
an overall increase of 3.3 per cent - above the rate of 
inflation. Marines, lance-corporals and some junior 
officers will also get 3.8 per cent. 

The figures are contained in the annual report of the Armed 
Forces ray Review Body, all of whose recommendations the 
Government have accepted. They include rises in additional pay. 
in certain allow ances - and in the X-factor. The increases will not 
be staged and will come into effect m Ml »>n April 1 


X-factor pay goes up from 12 to 
11 per cent li is in addition to 
basic salary and reflects the disad- 
vantages of Service conditions 
compared with those experiences 
in civilian life. 

For sea-goers and those 
deployed on such tasks as 
exercises and UN peace¬ 
keeping missions, there are 
significant rises in Longer 
Service at Sea Bonus and 
Longer Separated Service 
Allowance - ten per cent for 
lower rates and 25 per cent 
for middle and upper rates. 

While the Ministry of Defence 
prepares to move to a new special¬ 
ist p.»\ system, due to come into 
effect in October next year, addi¬ 
tional pay has also been increased 
- in particular, by five per cent for 
submariners and some members of 
the hydrographic service. 

For experienced pilots there is a 
new enhanced rate of flying pay of 
£30 a day. It will be paid to lieu¬ 
tenant commanders and below 
who have previously been receiv¬ 
ing the top rate for at least four 
years. All other additional pay will 
rise by one per cent, except for 
Reserve bands which will be 
unchanged. 

Food charges for all personnel 
have been pegged, as have Grade 4 
accommodation costs. But other 
Service family accommodation 
charges will rise by 5.3 per cent for 
more senior officers and 3J for 
other ranks. 

Single living accommodation 
charges range from 3.3 per cent for 
Grade I accommodation. 


Brand 

new 

Kent 

shows 

her 


wwwjnovynewsxo.uk 

Service 

people 

look for 

added 

medical 

cover 

MOST SERVICE people do 
not want just to rely on health- 
care facilities provided by 
Defence Medical Services, a 
recent survey has shown. 

The survey was conducted 
through a series of “customer 
focus groups'* set up for Naafi 
Finunci.il Services. According to 
Naafi's Director of Insurance 
Services. Keith Frampton. the 
results provided a useful insight 
into how Service people viewed 
their <vwn medical facilities, wh.it 
they considered the MIS amid 
provide, and what they thought of 
private medical insurance. 

“The facilities provided by the 
NHS were considered to be fine 
when the system worked.” said Mr 
Frampton “But they were fearful 
of waiting a considerable length of 
lime lor a serious or even routine 
operation. 

“Bearing in mind the lifestyle of 
the Armed FofCC*. this creates a 
very unxatifactory situation.” 

to manv. private insurance was 
considered to be too costly, and a 
combination of options were 
thought to provide the best volu¬ 
tion. Those included a fast-track 
healthcare plan when the NHS 
couldn’t help quickly enough, 
treatment in the Ufs wherever 
possible, emergence treatment 
anywhere in the world, the ability 
to call on a specialist, and dental 
treatment in the UK 

A 24-hour, overseas helpline 
staffed by GPs was seen as a prior- 

iiy- 

Naafi Financial Services is in 
conjunction with Wurior Group 
Ltd. which can be reached on OMNI 
21 22 23 24. 


THE FIRST new ship of the century 


tip ( 

has taken her place in the Fleet - and 
some of her sailors have already 
shown they can cope when the going 
gets tough. 

Type 23 frigate HMS Kent was accepted 
into service at Portsmouth after sailing 
from Scotland. While she was anchored in 
the Clyde, a group of her sailors showed 
what they could do... 


With 55*knot winds raking the area, the 
ship had been sheltering in the lee of the 
land. When the wind abated the following 
morning, and anchor was weighed, it was 
discovered that it had become fouled by 
100ft of steel cable. 

A seaboat was launched and a parly of 
four, with LS Lisa Keyte as cox'n, strug¬ 
gled In choppy seas and strong winds to 
clear the anchor. 


Cdr John Clink, who took command of 
the frigate at Portsmouth, said she was 
drifting to allow the party to work on the 
problem. Contrary to press reports. Kent 
was not being blown towards rocks. 

“But it was a nice piece of seamanship." 
said Cdr Clink. Both anchoring in strong 
winds and the evolution with the seaboat 
were challenging for a ship s company of 
only four days." 


Invincible lift 
Wren ‘critical’ 

A WOMAN sailor who suffered 
head and leg injuries in an accident 
on board HMS Invincible in 
February was described as being in 
a stable but critical condition as 
Navy Nchi went to press. 

The woman - who has not been 
named - is believed to have been 
injured by part of the aircraft lift, 
and is being treated in the inten¬ 
sive care unit at Ouccn Alexandra 
Hospital. Portsmouth. 

The aircraft earner is undergo¬ 
ing refit and maintenance in the 
city's naval base. 


FLEET IS FIGHTING FIT 


■ From front pegs 

to be juggled to achieve pragmatic 
results. “Notwithstanding .Mime 
media speculation to the contrary, 
this I am doing satisfactorily, and 
the Fleet is meeting its key perfor¬ 
mance targe In 

“My real concern lies with the 
debilitating effect which partially 
informed comment has on the 


i || it| 

* 700 ^ 16706 * 


morale and motivation of my peo¬ 
ple whom I keep fully briefed as to 
why programme % sometimes 
change 

“Tncy can. in general, accept the 
realities of the financial situation 
but dislike being the focus of inac¬ 
curate implications that they and 
the Navy they serve are. as a conse¬ 
quence, unlit to fight and win. This 
has not been and is not the case, 
and I have no intention of letting it 
become so." 

Defence Secretary Geoff Hoon 
joined the fray by attacking the 
press reports in his speech at the 
Royal Navy Club Founders' Day 
dinner. Earlier he had announced 

dm dm Mom budget Im iMi 

financial year would be increased 
by nearly £60(1 million to take 
account of the cost of operations in 


RM band trip 
to N. Zealand 

ROYAL Marines band members 
will be in the largest contingent of 
military musicians to visit New 
Zealand to take part in the coun¬ 
try's Edinburgh Military Tattoo. 

The 261) musicians from the RM 
and Army will perform over four 
days in the Wcstpac Trust Stadium. 
Wellington The event, on March 
10-13. is part of the New Zealand 
Festival 2000 and has been sold 
out. 

The tattoo includes a full-size 
replica of Edinburgh Castle from 
ramparts to One O clock Gun. 


Kosovo and Bosnia. 

The change brings the current 
Defence Budget to nearer £23 bil¬ 
lion. with operating cost limits lift¬ 
ed bv almost £780 million, from 
15.9 billion 10 Ml 16 7 billion. 

Mr Hoon ^id the increase 
would be met from the 
Government's Contingency Reserve 
and would not add to tfus year's 
planned total of public expendi¬ 
ture 

His statement came the day 
after a critical report by the House 
of Commons Defence Committee 
over what they saw as a mismatch 
between resources and commit¬ 
ments for the Armed Forces. 

Among the concerns voiced by 
the all-pa rtv group was that the 
present high level of commitment 
was largely responsible for relcn- 


Marines in 
big freeze 

FOUR Royal Marines planning to 
he the first unsupported British 
team to trek 600 miles to the North 
Pole tested their reactions to 

Arctic conditions by spending a 

• 

The four, who plan to start the 
expedition this month, endured 
temperatures of minus 3<lC at the 
Institute of Naval Medicine. 
Ahcrstokc. 

They arc CpIs Alan Chambers 
(leader). Jason Garland. Oiarlie 
Paton and Paul Jones, all of 42 
Commando. 


tk>n problems. 

Overall, the Committee felt that 
the state of the defence budget was 
sufficiently poor to give rise to seri¬ 
ous concern, and concluded: 

■ I he cumulative evidence of 
cancelled exercises, delayed equip¬ 
ment programmes and of resources 
apparently insufficient to reverse 
the jpadBmmm of overstretch and 
undermanning, suggest dm 
wheels have not yet come off SDR 
(the Strategic Defence Review), 
they arc certainty beginning to 
wobble alarmingly 

“The Department's finances 
should be re balanced in the cur¬ 
rent Spending R gv i n 
Commitments and resources have 
to be brought hack into line, or we 
risk finding ourselves stumbling 
from one crisis to the next.” 
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FRONT COVER: Tsu Hsi. the 
Dowager Empress of China in 1900. 
Inset: Vice Admiral Sir Edward 
Seymour, leader of the International 
Naval Brigade sent to relieve the 
besieged Legations at Peking. 


TSU HSI, the Dowager Empress of China, was a 
remarkable figure in the world political scene of the 
latter half of the 19th century. 

The second wife of the Hsien Feng Emperor, who 
died in 1861, she had never really been much more 
than a concubine during her husband’s lifetime, and 
owed her title and the authority she later exercised as 
Co-regent entirely to the fact that she was the new 
Child-Emperor’s mother. Three years after Tung Chih’s 
minority came to an end. he died of smallpox and, 
since his father had no other son, Tsu Hsi moved 
quickly to support the candidacy of the infant son of 
her younger sister, who had married one of Hsien 
Feng s brothers. 

Tung Chih s own Consort, Alute. had fallen pregnant 
in the last months of his reign - but Tsu Hsi removed 
this complication by suggesting that as the Empress 
is so downcast by the loss of her husband she ought 
to consider following him." 

Alute took the hint and committed suicide on March 
27, 1875 - allowing Tsu Hsi another long period of 
Regency. The new emperor, Kuang Hsu, remained in 
thrall to his formidable aunt for the rest of his life - and 
she maintained her position with ruthless tenacity 
Driven from Peking by the Allied Expeditionary Force in 
1900, Tsu Hsi dragged him along in her train - after he 
was forced to witness another example of her cruelty 
when his faithful Pearl Concubine was flung to her 
death in one of the Palace wells. 

Kuang Hsu died on November 14, 1908. His widow, 
Lung Yu, would henceforth he the new Empress 
Dowager, with Prince Ch un - father of the very last 
Emperor, P’u Yi, recently celebrated in Bertolucci’s epic 
film - as Regent. 

Everybody still expected Tsu Hsi to stay in the chair, 
though. She went to bed. tired and happy after her 
exertions to that end. Next day she was busy in confer¬ 
ence all morning - but at lunch she had a seizure. And 
at 3p.m. she died. 

The common people of Peking, who had a sneaking 
sympathy for the evil, feisty old dame, mourned her. 

Tne rest of the country cried with relief. 

P’u Yi later gained notoriety as the puppet monarch 
used by the Japanese in their occupation of Manchuria 
- and wound up as a minor functionary of the 
Communist Government in his old capital of Peking. 



• AFTER THE SIEGE: Vice Admiral Sir Edward Seymour (third left) with Viceroy Lin Kim Ni and other notables. His Flag 
Captain . John Jellicoe, looks on (right). Jellicoe - later to command the Grand Meet at the Battle of Jutland - was wound¬ 
ed leading a bayonet charge against the Boxers. 
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China, a century ago, under the 350- 
year rule of the moribund Manchu 
dynasty, was wide open for exploita¬ 
tion and had been duly carved up 
into ‘concessions' and leases. 
Smouldering anger at the depreda¬ 
tions of the foreign devils' found a 
focus in an extreme nationalist sect 
- the Boxers. When representatives 
of the foreign powers found them¬ 
selves suddenly besieged in their 
Legations at Peking, an Internat¬ 
ional Relief Column was sent to res¬ 
cue them. 

Richard Brooks tells how they met 
with unexpectedly stiff opposition. 
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I I THE BOXCI 
Rebellion is remem¬ 
bered at all todav, if 
is for the siege of the 
international 
Legations in Peking. Most 
of the garrison were sea¬ 
men or marines of various 
nationalities - but the con¬ 
flict has a wider naval inter¬ 
est. 

Its opening stages were sus¬ 
tained by 7,000 sailors and 
marines from warships 
moored off the mouth of tne 
Peiho River. These came from 
the Austrian, German. Italian, 
Japanese, Russian and United 
States navies, besides the 
Roval Navy. 

The Boner Rebellion was a scar¬ 
ing experience for the sailors and 
marines caught up in it Battle 
casualties were proportionately far 
higher than in the contemporane¬ 
ous Boer War in South Africa, 
racial feeling and the cruelty of the 
conflict causing an unusual degree 
of mutual antipathy between the 
antagonists. 

One of the most dramatic 
episodes in the history of naval 
brigades, the Boxer Rebellion was 
the last occasion in which such for¬ 
mat ion* would he empkryed on so 
large a scale. 

The events of the Boxer 
Rebellion of 1900 (orm a more 
complex narrative than a view cen¬ 
tred on the Legations might sug¬ 
gest Chinese insurgents - the 
Society of Righteous Harmonious 
Fists, ficncc ‘Boxers - overran the 
whole area around Peking and the 
foreign ‘concessions’ at Tientsin 
Tbc latter had to he secured 
before any relief force could set 
off for the beleagured Legations 
( oncctaioar and leases* to 
foreign powers during the late 
19th century, and the activities of 
Christian missionaries, provoked 
an understandable Chinese reac¬ 
tion against foreign interference in 
the lK90s. Attacks on railways and 
mission stations became serious 
enough in May I9U0 for British 
representatives in Peking and 
Tientsin to request help from the 
Royal Navy's China Squadron. 

The C-in-C. Vice-Admiral Sir 
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food and cover a* well as enormous 
quantities of arms and ammuni¬ 
tion. Seymour commented drily: 
“Prospects were mm some*hat 
better than they had Kin IL 
could hold out more or less indefi¬ 
nitely. but 230 wounded were too 
many to remove There had been 
no new* from Tientsin since June 
13. 

Seymour had left Capt Edward 
Bay hi - of HMS Aurora in charge of 
the British forces at Tientsin. He 
had instructions to maintain rail 
links with the relief force, but this 
became impossible as Bouts 
ripped up the track within sight of 
the railway station. 

Significant reinforcements 
arrived, including 150 bluejackets 
under Cdr David Beat tv ol HMS 
Barfleur. just before the boners cut 
telegraphic and rail links between 
Tientsin and the allied squadron 
on June 15. Sniping and incendi¬ 
arism began at once, with heavy 
fighting on the 18th and l‘hh when 
regular Chinese soldiers joined the 
BttM9 

file pivotal events of the mint 
took place at Taku - a traditional 
fljwhpnint for Sino-huropcan rela¬ 
tions The allied attack on the forts 
on June 17 at once mtcavified the 
conflict, and contained the seeds of 
its resolution. Senior naval officers 
13 miles off the shalkvw Peiho estu¬ 
ary, and in imperfect touch with 
events ashore, were alarmed by 
Chinese troop movements and 
rumours of electrically detonated 
mines. Fearful for Tientsin .irul 
Seymour s column, which had van¬ 
ished into thin air. a council of war 
decided to take control of the forts 
- with or without Chinese agree¬ 
ment. 

This may have provoked the 
Imperial Army to join the Boxers 
attacking Seymour and Tientsin, or 
it may have pre-empted deliberate 
Chinese military action. Either 
way. it allowed the relief of 
Tientsin on June 23 by a mixed 
force, including a parry under Cdr 
Cradock of HMS Alacrity. 
CoincidcntalK with the reinforce¬ 


• ANGLO-US CO-OPERATION: The Royal Marines and the United States Marine Corps join forces at Peking. There were 
hopes that joint action against the Boxer Rebellion would begin an era of International global policing. 


ments came news of Seymour's 
force surrounded in the flsiku 
Arsenal, a happy conjunction 
resulting in their rescue and return 
to Tientsin on June 2f>. 

International forces were strong 
enough to capture Tientsin’s 
Walled C'ltv on Jut* 13-14 Most of 
the Naval BngaJc* returned to 
their shins by July 20. Some 
returned tor the relief of Peking in 
August with three I2pdr field guns 
• the only naval guns to reach the 
Imperial City. 


F 
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I ven this bald narrative 
shows that the Boxer 
rebellion far exceeded 
-previous conflicts with 
r China in the 1K40* and 
5(k. The hawkish Army an. 
Gazette complained that the Navy 
had been awed to undertake mili 
tary operations once too often: 

“. . . the Powers have been so 
busily engaged in dying to secure a 
generous portion of the leviathan's 
inheritance that they forgot the 
leviathan. So far from being dead, 
as they have all taken for granted, 
he seems to be very much alive and 
boiling with fanatical passion ' 

This was certainly true of the 
Boxers, who possessed a supreme 
indifference to rifle fire. A partici¬ 
pant in “Seymour's Dash com¬ 
mented on tnc awful unreality of 
mowing them down a few yards 
from the trains. The big .45 calibre 
bullets of the Maxim laid them 
down in heaps, while the humane 
nickcl-coatcd rounds of the Lee 
Mclfords “failed altogether to stop 
these pertinacious swordsmen, 
unless it struck a vital spot." 
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The only fatal casualties the 
Boxers appear to have inflicted in 
the carh stages of the I>ash were 

five Mb mBoi .11.’ 

cards when they should have been 

keeping watch. 

The Boxers had more success 
inspiring kvw-kvel popular resis¬ 
tance. Masses of Chinese lore up 
the railway track with their hands, 
lit fires beneath bridges, and twist¬ 
ed the rails in the flames of burning 
sleepers. Bluejacket railwaymcn 
wi»i sllI with .i will. MORI 
enjoy the novel experience but 
the extent of the damage exceeded 


the resources available for repairs. 
A repair train sent after Seymour 
was still in sight from Tientsin a 
day later. 

Bayty had to deal with mass 
obstruction at the station, “dou¬ 
bling a company up and down the 
platform, the Cluncse (King in all 
directions" 

Not all Chinese supported the 
Boxers, but the insurgents could 
force them to remove supplies, or 
use them as cover for spies and 
snipers who infested the Tientsin 
settlement. Those caught were 
instantly shot, but “nothing 


seemed to check the system of 
iqge vkldi e nab led the 
Chinese to know the time and 
meaning of every movement which 

Sea it was irapoMbla 1 1 

expel all native Chinese, as marry 
were Oinstian refugees facing tor¬ 
ture and death at the hands ol the 
Boxers. 

Other moral dilemmas, typical 
of later “People’s Wars’*, became 
apparent during the retreat to 
flsiku It was (ound necessary to 
burn the villages: “a tiresome and 

• Turn to next page 
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T he part played by The Royal Navy 
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ie general history 
of our dealings with 
China has been 
that we have forced 
ourselves upon 
them and into their 
country. I believe 
we are too apt to 
forget this. ’ 


- Vice-Admiral Sir Edward Seymour 


Edward Scvmour. had twice seen 
service in China - and he was 
unwilling 10 resort to force*. “The 
general history of our dealings with 
china has been that we have 
forced ourselves upon them and 
into their country'. I believe we are 
too apt to forget this.” 

The Consul at Tientsin urged 
“active measures of hostility" - nut 
Seymour demurred: “Our mission 
here wax solely for the protection 
of Eurupcan lives " He simply rein¬ 
forced existing diplomatic guards: 
7(» Koval Marines at Fclung with a 
.45 calibre Nordcnfcldt, a Naval 
armourer, signalman and sick 
berth attendant; 130 seamen and 
marines at the Tientsin ConsuLilc 
with a l >pdr RMl gun 

A telegram from the legations 
on June V hardened Seymour’s 
attitude: unless Peking were 
relieved wn it would he toi 
Such was his confidence that he 
started without awaiting Admiralty 
approval, hoping his colleagues 
would co-operate. Such was his 
authority that they did. Over the 
■Ml two Mi an international 
Naval Brigade of four trains and 
2.072 men set off along 80 miles of 
sabotaged railway line from 
Tientsin to Peking. 

The Army and Navy Gazette miv 
leading)* described this expedition 
as “Seymour*s Dash to Peking'*. In 
f.ic I the international column 
mewed skmly, replacing hundreds 
of yards of tom-un track, and never 
got more than halfway to Peking 
It saw off several Boxer attacks, 
almost without allied loss - but 
saboteurs cut the line behind them. 
On June is. Imperial troops, 
recognisable by their banners and 
magazine rifles, joined the Boxers. 

Already nervous about the sup¬ 
ply situation, the allies abandoned 
their trains andjpcrsonal gear - 
including the officers’ full dicss 
uniform*, which they had hoped to 
wear in Peking - and retreated 
down the left bank of the Peiho. 
Fifty wounded and the heavy 
weapons followed in four junks 
Inc next few day* were a night¬ 
mare. marching 16 hours a day on 
half ration* under continual fire 
with a steady toll of casualties. One 
of them was John Jellieoe. 
Seymour’s Flag Captain, wnunded 
leading a bayonet charge. Had the 
Boxer* shot a little better, they 
might have changed the course of 
the Baltic of Jutland ... 


A Reuters correspon¬ 
dent with the column 
was understandably 
depressed: “The 
great matter for anxi- 
ctv i* the ammunition *uppl\ . 
When it is finished I am much 
afraid the column is finished also." 

Luckily for him. his messmate* 
were too busv to think, “the mid¬ 
shipman of 14 cheering on his half- 
company with a heavy heart and an 
empty stomach, or the bluejacket 
or marine marching without bools 
‘to save his feet’." 

By the small hours of June 22 
the allies were at the end of their 
tether. They had lost their guns, 
were short of ammunition, and the 
junks were overflowing with 
wounded. All the puggarees from 
the marines’ and officers' helmets 
had gone foe bandages. 

By accident, the column stum- 
blcif across and captured a Chinese 
arsenal at Hsiku. Here thev found 
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The Chinese most gallar 




ftriho to IO* j junk full of 
American MNOdod «iut of the tine 
of fire during the »lt&l tin the 
Usiku arsenal. Both fw c k d Gold 
Medal* from Ihc Life-Saving 
Avmciaiion of New York ami let¬ 
ter* id I hank* I rum the Secretary of 


Ihc US Navy, At Tknivn British 
wttficn went to the support of the 
^th US Infantry under tmetpeef- 
edb heavy fire, ami helped dear 
Ihetr numerous casualties 

Russian infantrymen greatly 
admired Beatty for hb cudlncw 
under fire, and cheered Li Wright 
as he brought his single Ypdr into 
action at Tientsin railway Mat km, 
when their own hatter* had left the 
field in disorder. 

There was surprisingly little die 
acittion during Seymour** Hash. 
Seymour thought their all King 
natal men together alkrwcd htm to 
exercise an informal command: 
"They were very mee to me, and as 
it went on mure and more. said 'a 
vo* ordres. and whatever vuu say 
we will do/ ‘ 

Cap! McCall* a unbilled the har 
mtmy to Seymour* tact amt leader¬ 
ship, Seymour «;&, of course, the 
most senior tdliccr present, with 
much the largest eonfmgeni, but he 
abo had an itaolulcty fearless 
sw of tespomibililv lie wo* roo¬ 
st an I J) with the advance guard, 
risking hi* life so freely that officers 
of both Jinglish-speaking navies 
and the French* hm for his safe- 
t% 1 Ik sudden departure for Be king 
tire* sharp criticism, the Army mkt 
Htny (ht-ettf pointed out that the 
Navy usually acted in concert with 
the Army, or on the seahourd. 
Pekmg was b£l miles inland, and 
contained no significant British 
force: 

“ In the whole course of our 
naval history it may be dovbted if a 
parallel case tun be found For the 
despatch of a Naval Brigade m such 
circumstances as those existing m 
China at the present moment. 
Perhaps the nearest is Nelson’s 
move to aid Ihc Neapolitans, but it 
was strongly condemned hy the 


Admiralty, and the conditions were 
infinitely more favourable to suc¬ 
cess in his ease ibn in Admiral 
Seymour 1 * “ 

Seym ours despatches produced 
a change of tack, the paper daim- 
mg they hore out everything il had 
always said. There had been every 
hope of success at the moment of 
departure, when there was no rea¬ 
son to doubt the friendly disposi¬ 
tion of ihc Chinese authorities. 
Seymour himself was tmapologctk" 
"1 never regretted I Had started as 1 
could noi have respected myself if I 
had not done au” 


N aval Brigades during 
the Boxer Rebellion 
fought mainly with 
rifie and bayopci. 
Where attackers 
i*wild approach Chinese patotamn 
under oiwcr. nony bayonet charges 
were an effective twite. hoi the flat, 
open terrain outside (rent* in pro¬ 
vided a foretaste of the tactical 
stalemate caused bv modem 
weapons during World War 1. Idtal 
allied kisses during the attack on 
lienlsin s Waited City were $7<* out 
of 4,800, a higher percentage of the 
filial force than in any action ol the 
almost contemporary fitter Win 
*Thc artillery fire of the Chinese 
was very accurate, and we had 
many casualties. Capt Lloyd was 
killed by a rifle bulk! in the neck. 
The shells screamed and the rilk 
bullets whined over our heads. 
Most of us bobbed when we heard 
them, but of course that was no use, 
its we only heard them when it w,ts 
too late to hob. tile ones that hit 
done it silently, it wav the fellow hit 
that made the noise." 

The firelight lasted all day, 
extended lines of riflemen tying 


behind such cover as there was, 
only moving when the enemy got 
the range. Rush mg fur oner 
behind a wall Sgt Cooper received 
a bullet throuan the thigh: "Thai 
pul me out of the operation for 
good," 

The obsolete gum available at 
the start of the uprising were '»lbs 
grace lo the gbriout service which 
at that time had to use them," 
None of the ships on the C'hina 
Station had received the "new" 
12pdr field gun introduced jlmosi 
ten years before. The old Ijdr 
KM I demarukd a heroic M vie of 
gunnery. HMS Orlando* fictl gun 
crew trundled their gun up by hand 
lo save Ihc day at the railway Ma¬ 
hon, "teed up like s golf ball in 
Iron! of Ihc platform, the mark o# 
every hostile gun, il was fought to 
such purpose that *1 tndiqtutahh 
turned almost certain defeat into j 
grand victory H The price was five 
No Is down in a* many minutes, 
and a crew of 20 reduced to two 
officers and two ratings in half an 
hour. 

The advent of HMS TtrriNe 
imprmcii the odds, ( apt JVrnr 
Sctdl mounted three vd her I2pdr 
nos on improvised field carriages, 
upporlcd U 4 m guns Irorn HMS 
Algerine, they subdued Chinese 
rifle fire during the attack on the 
Walled City, Tire control tech¬ 
niques were notably modern lityb 
directed the guns by telephone 
frotn an observation putt on the 
f nirdou Hall. w>me of me gun pos* 
lions being ihj! of sight of their tar¬ 
ts, The British mdHury co tt nii - 
r was duly appreciative: 

"The success of the operation* 
was largely due to the manner in 
which the naval gun* were worked 
by Li Drum mood, RN, the accura¬ 
cy of their fire alone rendering 


disgusting task." Officers were dis¬ 
tressed to sec old people silting by 
the remains of their homes, and 
tried to slop Ihcir sore-tried men 
from rough mg up the inhabitants: 
''peaceful villager* wot sells us 
enkken* hy duv and snipes by 

The Boxen may have been an ill- 
armed rabble - but the Imperial 
Chinese Army was “a hardy and 
arrogant foe* who believed in their 
leaders and ibeir cause Western 
military assistance had made the 
Chinese soldiers of IMOU a different 
proposition to their ill-armed pro* 
decessors. Sgt G, F Cooper, RMU 
was trapped in the Hsian arsenal 
during Seymour s Dash, lie found 
boxes full of the latest weapons, 
complete with instruction manuals: 
“It struck me bin* fooihh Ihc 
nations were to train Oriental* m 
the arts of modern warfare or sup- 
ply them with such materials . , , 
There seemed lo be everything 
required for war, from the old 
round shot of the old muzzle loader 
and wood fuses lo the latest quick- 
firing gun* and ammunition , , 
And someone tokJ me afterwards 
at home that we only had to fight 
against bows and arrowy 

(Tiintsc regulars had knocked 
over Mx of hb section of IS Royal 
Marines with one volley "They 
can shoot after ill* remarked one 
of ours. Ambushes were a favourite 
tactic. One at Tientsin claimed 15 
casualties wilhin a few minutes, 
including Cdr Beatty, whom they 
hit twice 

Chinese gunners had modern 
artillery pieces that outranged any¬ 
thing available to British Naval 
Brigades - and they knew how to 
use them from concealed positions 
Seamen gunners made up for poor 
equipment with skill and courage 
Uayly posted a Vpdr "under the wall 
id ihc Cbmulatc from the roof of 
which a good view could be 
obtained, in the hope that by direc¬ 
tions from the roof we should he 
able to silence the Cbmexe field 
guns which were entirely hidden 
from our position by a half-burnt 

Two ur three shells did the job, 
hut ruw before return fire mortally 
wounded It Wright in the head. 
Souvenir photographs of hb man¬ 
gled binocular* appeared in con¬ 
temporary albums beside gruesome 
snupshois of Boxer atrocities. 

Otincsc infantry rarefy stood a 
bayonet charge - hut their training 
artel morale was not much inferior 
to that ol their naval opponents. 
General Nieh* troops attacked the 
IMu arsenal in hurupcan sxvlc 
dirmkh line*, and were most dis- 
conicnled, mhS a prisoner, at dwir 
lack of success During the attack 
on the Walled Cir* “the CTimesc 
most gallantly stuci to their post- 
non, keeping up a heavy rifle fire 
until literally swept away, wall and 


alL* be later commented 

The allies only entered Tientsin 
overnight, after the defenders had 
tefl in good order. 

Seymour's Dash depended on 
the Imperial Army standing aside - 
and ihcir intervention made hb 
retreat inevitable. The Chinese 
only just failed 10 annihilate the %o- 
calfed rehef force, which met a sub¬ 
dued reception on iU return to 
Tientsin: "There was hardly a 
spectator who would not have 
found hb voice chriked with emo¬ 
tion had he tried lo cheer. It was 
the firxt experience of anything of 
the kind, arid Ihc conna*i between 
the jaunty smartness of the column 
when it started for taking, and the 
ghastly bedraggled footsore men 
who came back, was too marked to 
hr pkawut * 

Cap! Bay tv had never expected 
to see any of them again. Sgt 
Cooper was glad la be hock among 
litends, hut found the occasion a 
&ad one, carriers barely able to 
stand, struggling along with the 
wounded on improvised stretchers: 
"We altogether presented a very 
damaged appearance." 

S o did the foreign conces¬ 
sion: buildings burnt 
down or riddled with shell 
holes, every tree and wall 
studded with bullets 
which littered the barricaded 
streets 

The Royal Navy had no monop¬ 
oly of the means ol maritime pow-cr 
pro^ceiiofi The French hod king 
trained their sailors as jTiwifier- 
mariiu, while their InfoiHcrie dc la 
Marine were tough, long-service 
professatnaK recruited for cokmial 
campuigiuk Both had fought ashore 
with distinction during the Franm- 
PrusMan war of |87tL An RMU 
sergeani invalided home from 
Ouna thought the French “excel¬ 
lent comraJev sharing everything 
while in the field The men of the 
French Marine Infantry were the 
bond* which united tW fiuciun 
ilcljchmeni* * Seymour told the 
cifmmandcr of their naval landing 
parly that he regarded them a* the 
first detachment of hn force. 

New nasal competitor* hud 
emerged: the ImpcfuiUkrition and 
Japanese navies and the US Navy. 
The Fnglish-spcakmg contingent* 
co-operated well, ulthiwigh Sat 
Cooper was asiunished by a l/S 
Marine's complaint about ihc lack 
of xyrup with his canned peaches 
when everyone else was living on a 
quarter pound of hivcuii a day. 

Cap* McCall a of USS Newark 
ttMik pcrMmal command of a com¬ 
pany of British bluejacket*, while 
Royal Naval surgeons cared for 
both rial ion* 3 wounded. Mcf'alki 
wii* partk'ularfv concerned to draw 
attention to the herotsm of two 
British seamen, who leapt into the 


• SAVING THE DAY: HMS Ortsmto s Nor&mteM crew mi Tmntsm ~ where tfm &htp * tktfd 
gursrurrx &&t#n€ttng fri# rMitwmy Mtrtion turned mtmomt certain defeat mto a grmmt riefory" 
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)tly stuck to their position’ 




On August \X 190U. white the 
Japanese and Ante non* saw heavy 
fighting, the (lutivh walked m the 
south-east gate of MingS Chinese 
city unopposed, risked a short cut 
through the Tartar eiiy, and entered 
the Legal wits by a small ode gale. 
The new arrivals were greatly 
impressed by the Legations' 
defenses, the barricades t«V a few 
yards apart: “Take it all round, we 
were here none too soon/' 

Naval partRiputhrn in the Relief 
of the Peking Legations naturally 
recalled the part played by HMS 
Shannon's Naval Brigade during 
the Indian Mutiny of (957. Like the 
Residency at Lucknow, the 
Legations wer e under continual 
dene-range fire, with a constant 
rivk of incendiarism and mines. 
Numerous foreign and CTunese 
civilians swelled the garraon 

HBF^^cw can have had any illu- 
j skim as in then fate if 
■ ni 4 overrun by the Bern 
Col F G Smith RMU 
* of (IMS Orlando 
helped rescue 500 Roman 
Catholics before I he Imperial 
Army invested the legations: 

“Some were only half dad, some 
cut and hacked about most dread 
fully It could mil he described by 
pen .. * the tesd eases were pul m 
carts we h:id brought for that pur* 
prwe. the others walked by them, It 
was a sight enough to turn the 
hardeM heart skfc/ 

At least four Royal Marines kept 
siege diaries. Smith wrote his up for 
a lecture nt the ft inland Sailors 
ami Soldiers Home in 1^12 His 
account is some limes florid, but its 
professional audience guarantees 
its plausibility, if not its precise 
accuracy, The marines sent up from 
Tientsin at the end of May had 
three weeks to prepare fur the 
siege, live imperial Chinese 
authorities give the humpcait 
diplomatic corns notice to quit on 
June 1‘1, but Inc subsequent mur¬ 
der of the German Ambassador did 
not encourage anyone to move. 
Horses ami mules were collected 
for the pot. Her commandeered 
from shops, waits and windows 
built up nr blocked: “AH the men 
were told off for different posi¬ 
tions. and served out with as much 
ammunition as they could carry " 

The first shots into the Legations 
were fired an June 2L A Roy.il 
Marine nailed up the Union Jack: 


• IN LOVING MEMORY: Lett, the 1891 firsts less 
cruiser HMS Endymion Above and right: Bob 
Hookway ol Cosham , Hants, sent Navy News 
this memorial card, posted home by his wife's 
grandfather. Chief Stoker Charles Larcombe - 
Inscribed by the Endymion's ship s company 
in loving memory of 12 "shipmates and com¬ 
rades who were killed or succumbed to infuries 
while nobly fighting with Admiral Seymour’s 
expeditionary column in its gallant attempt to 
reach Pekin ". 


steady fire on the part of the troops 
pnsvhlc against the strong Chinese 
position, and largely reducing the 
number of casualties." 

The General requested a naval 
battery to accompany the planned 
Peking relief column, which 
Seymour agreed to send: 150 sea¬ 
men with three I2pdr and two 4-in 
guns. However, he demurred at 5tkl 
marines: “not easy to give so many 
in view of the fact that the Navy 
must he ready for a perhaps serums 
outbreak on tile lung -Tu or 
Shanghai* 

There was no question of 
trundling I2pdr\ to Refcing by hand. 


Capt Baylv at Tenisin ordered lim 
hers ui Oregm pine and sets of 
pony harness, which permitted the 
prompt removal of disabled ani- 
nuk 

The advance to Peking was ami- 
dimndic although trying to the 
troops “being quite unable to 
march during the day on account ol 
the heal, dust and high emps which 
kept out every breath of air* 
However, we new did more than 
!5 miles a day and generally ten ... 
The junks kept up an a wonderful 
way, a givkl southerly wind ncarlv 
every day helped them on well. 
Only two fights on the way, the first 


two days out from Si Ku Arsenal 
(vie), but never cut Ihc enemy up, 
nor look their gum.” 

Sgt CiMpcrpaj already experi¬ 
enced a Chinese summer: 

’The heat was beyond anything 
people living in Fnglund eoukf am- 
eeivc. I took my coal and shirt off 
and got one man to pour a bucket 
of water all over me It was what I 
should imagine an *cc cream in 
Hell would feel like. We used In fill 
our helmets with water from the 
river and put Ihcm on. letting the 
water run down all over us under 
our clothes. It Mion dried, and we 
were as hex as ever.* 


# THE TRAIN TAKES THE STRAIN: During Seymour * Omah program* warn actually akm n the Boxer* tore up the track anti twmtms the ram in bonfire* 
made of the xieeper*. 


•Turn to next papa 
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• The Taku Forts under RN occupation after the attack of June 17,1900. Inset: one of the destroyed fort guns. 
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‘Sha! Sha! Sha!’ 


(‘Kill! Kill! Kill!’) 


’‘although it was tom in rags by 
bullets, it was not pulled down in 
lays. as thev swore on their 
heads to do." CpI Smith appears to 
hase found divine support: 

“Many were the lessons that 
were learnt in those tv ruble days 
that followed. There are very few 
who took pan in that awful time 
can look hack and say. 'There is no 
(tod* h .in notMag but firi n g, the 
Chinese keeping up a wild fire day 
and night." 

It was otherwise with the 
defenders. The British had 240 
rounds per man. to last “we knew 
not how long The only jilillcrs 
was two machine-guns - and 
Betsy the Intern.ilion.il <»un 
She was an 1860-vintage British 
gun barrel found m a nurnt-oul 


shop, mounted on an Italian field 
carriage, loaded with Russian 
sfcelll and fired by OSMSI 
Mitchell. USN: “It used to cause 
sport at first, hut wc soon used up 
all our lead " To save Lee 
Mctford cartridges, the marines 
threw bricks, or sniped with old 
Martini Henry* borrowed from 
Legation watenmen. 


T here were frequent sor¬ 
ties to keep snipers and 
fire-raisers at hay. 
Smith took part in two. 
Cant lewis llalliday 
RMLI won the VC in the first. 
.!i ipputg lour ( hincsc wiih hi> 
revolver after they had shot him in 
the shoulder. 
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In the second - “i night never to 
be forgotten by anyone who look 
part in it" - (apt Mycrv USMC 
led 26 British and American 
marines through torrential rain to 
pull down a snipers* tower just 15 
yards from the defenders barri¬ 
cades: “The Chinese were taught a 
lesson that night and they non 
forgot it. for we could never catch 
them napping again." 

As earn as June 28 Smith was 
“getting tired of it. There did not 
seem to be so much sport now." 
The cemetery was full, and food 
becoming scarce. The daily ration 
was 60 / of horse or mule, and l 2 o/ 
of rice, “which wc ate with relish 
after wc got used to it... then they 
cut it down much finer, and wc 
were getting finer." Sometimes 
there was an excuse for bread, 
washed down with green tea. 

l ighting was not continuous. A 
ceasefire lasted from Jub 18 until a 
week before the end of the siege, 
perhaps a psychological ploy to 
reduce the garrison's vigilance 
During an earlier ceasefire. 
Chinese soldiers hung up a poster 
offering protection against the 
Boxers - if the defenders agreed to 
be escorted down to Tientsin. They 
even offered food, if the garrison 
would tell them exactly how many 
required to be fed. At other times 
the besiegers contented them¬ 
selves with sending in mevsengers 
with false information, or blowing 
horns and shouting “Sha! Sha! 
Sha! kill! kill! kill!" 

The approach of the relief col¬ 
umn spurred the Chinese on lo 
renewed aggression - and Smith 
to fresh heights of eloquence. 
He may have been laying it on 
thick for the benefit of his audi¬ 
ence. hut one cannot doubt “the 
pen cannot expres the feelings 
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‘Had no pain to speak of 


A RRIVING at Taku in HMS Orlando. Capt Lewis 
Stratford Tollemache Halliday. RMLI left by 
train on May 31. 1900 for Peking, where he 
took command of the British contingent. 

By June 8 refugees were streaming into the com¬ 
pounds. Boxer attacks beaan in earnest on the 14th. 
Halliday recorded the incident on June 24 that earned 
him the VC in his diary: 

“I was sent with six Marines and six civilians to help 
the Japs, who, however, said they were able to hold their 
own: so came back to find a bad attack on the south¬ 
west stable. Led sorties among some ruined houses. 
Went down a narrow alley and came upon five men with 
rifles round the corner of a house. 

“One immediately plugged me in the shoulder, cutting 
the left brace of my Sam Browne belt in half. I then began 
to empty my revolver into them, as they were only a yard 
away there was no question of missing. I finished four 
and the fifth bolted round another corner. 

M The men had then come up and I told them to go on. 
I found my way back to the hole in the wall through 
which I was helped. Poole helped me to the hospital and 
dressed me there. Had no pain to speak of. That finished 
my active share in the siege which was rather hard luck.“ 


was mortal - fired at point-blank range, the bullet had 
carried away part of the luna - and he was still in hospi¬ 
tal on August 15. when tne siege was over and he 
received Queen Victoria s message of congratulations 
and thanks. 

He recovered, though, being embarked with other 
wounded in the SS Jelunga and returned to England 
where he became a patient of Miss Agnes Kayser at her 
hospital for officers at Grosvenor Square. London. 

While recovering he was promoted Brevet-Major and 
was awarded the VC on January 1, 1901. Twenty-one 
days later Queen Victoria died and Halliday noted: 

At the funeral some of us walking wounded’ in a 
nearby London hospital were allowewd to watch the pro¬ 
cession from a window in Picadilly overlooking the 
Green Park. I was proud to see that the troops lining the 
street below us was a fine Battalion of RMLI 

In World War I Halliday served as a General Staff offi¬ 
cer in Malta and France. Promoted Colonel in 1920. he 
was appointed AOC to the King in 1924. The following 
year he became Major General and was appointed 
Adjutant-General. Royal Marines In 1927. being promot¬ 
ed General while in office. 


.. i ...... . * He was knighted in 1930, shortly afterward retiring at 

7 ****** —«••o.u iMwn. hi8 Qwn re< j Ues t and was for the next 20 years Deputy 

For some days, the surgeons feared Halliday s wound Lieutenant for Devon. He died in 1966 at the age of 96. 



‘Many were the hearty 
handgrips that afternoon’ 


that came to each heart" when 
relieving guns were heard on 
August 14 

Smith’s own shipmates of the 
KM Battalion arrived next day: 
“Left behind at Tientsin three 
months ago. and never expected to 
see again. Many were the hearty 
handgrips that afternoon." Halt 
the marine detachment s Is.um 
rounds of ammunition still 
remained - evidence of their 
steadiness and careful shooting. 

Smith was lucky to complete his 
diary unscathed The other surge 
diarists were all wounded. All 
three officers were casualties. KM 
e killed and 

2.1 wounded out of the original 7V. 
This was twice the average rate for 
the campaign hut KN casualties 
were generally high: 33V out of 

SU01 

More naval personnel were 
landed during the Ikiser Rebellion 


than in the Boer War. suffering 
more casualties in a much shorter 
period. Ihc contrast struck C apt 
Baylv. who compared the one- 
sixth casualties suffered by the 
Navy at Tientsin with one-four- 
teenth losses suffered by the 
British Army at Spion Kup. the 
bloodiest action of the Boer War. 

liayh was not entirely fair: loss¬ 
es at Spion Kop fell upon a few 
battalions who lost almost half 
their numbers. However, hts analy¬ 
sis shows the strain placed on 
ships* crcw^ facing three way's at 
once: Seymour’s Dash. Tmctsin 
and the laku Forts ( MkXk % 
landing party were the gtonafaHBOf 
the fleet, armed with a lew rdlcs. 
cutlasses, pistols, tomahawks and 
hoarding pikes. When Roger 
Keyes had to cut out four ('hinese 
destroyers, his stokers carried their 

• Turn to next page 




# Capture of a Boxer standard by Sgt Preston. RMLI 
from ih 


fhe Regiment magazine. 
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• The 1886 ermoured cruiser HMS Orlando, whose Held 
gun crew saved the day at Tlantain railway station. 
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‘We got no Tam o’Shanter caps, 

No chocolates in a box, 

No knitted stockings came our way, 
But we gave the Boxers socks’ 


>F‘'\ r. 


r * ; r - 'M 

/ V- 15 

i v .. 


fire irons. Bayly was not alone in 
feeling that the Boer War unfairly 
overshadowed events in China. 
Seymour’s memoirs remarked on 
lusp tor ilk 

defence of Tientsin: "especially 
when it is compared to what some 
clasps were given for in another 
continent at about the same time." 
‘Naval R. K." wrote: Only those 
that fought Kruger. Arc allowed to 
give themselves airs: 

VW j ftu no Tom o'Shunter topi. 

No ctuH tdules in u box. 

No knitted ttot'kinx\ dime our 
war, 

But wt ittne the Btiten w h L\. 

Three doubtfully authentic 
members of the lower deck 
thanked all concerned for the 
numerous mevsages of apprecia¬ 
tion for their efforts at Tientsin: 

"They regret that they arc 
unable to communicate to the 
Press any of the contents or terms 
of these telegrams or letters owing 
to the unfortunate fact that they 
have not yet been received, hut 
doubtless, as every other force 
concerned in any way with the 
operations in North China... have 
received such telegrams and let¬ 
ters. those referred to must have 
been mislaid or delayed in trans¬ 


mission ... Signed: Jack Ragbag - 
Able Seaman. Seaman Gunner, 
torpedo man and diver, Joseph 
Itrasswork Royal Murine; Peter 
Piston - Stoker, mechanic, and 

J irovidcr of sanitation and water 
or Tientsin." 

Even those saved from the 
Boscrs showed scant gratitude. 
The Gordon Hotel complained 
about eases of stout missing from 
its cellars, while owners of 
godowns used as barracks 
demanded rent 

Basts observed that he had no 
recollection of any question as lo 
rent or other compensation being 
raised when the Nuvy entered into 
ition. Il muM hm N 
(hat the H was being 

asked to pay for the privilege of 
saving Tientsin. 

j Main article in this feature 
Is taken from The Long Arm of 
Empire - Naval Brigades from 
the Crimea to the Boxer 
Rebellion by Richard Brooks, 
published last year by 
Constable at £25. 

Pictures courtesy of the 
Royal Naval Museum and the 
Royal Marines Museum. 


• Below: Royal Navy sailors ot the Naval Brigade come 
ashore in June 1900. Right: 1 Betsy . the international Gun 
assembled from parts found in the Peking Legations. 
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porting chances 


A look at sport and leisure opportunities in the Royal Navy 

Divers visit 
H-bomb fleet 



|()YALNavy personnel 
have taken part in an 
I award-winning Joint 
Service expedition to what is 
considered to be the best 
wreck-diving site in the world, 
writes Lt Cdr Kim Godfrey ; 
deputy leader of the expedition. 

The 13-man team dived on 
ships sunk in the Bikini atomic 
and hydrogen bomb tests 
between 1946 and 1958 - and as 
well as a unique experience, the 
divers were able to collect scien¬ 
tific data and push back the 
boundaries of Service diving 
techniques. 

As a result, Exercise Saratoga 
Crossroads has been chosen as the 
British Sub Aqua Club Expedition of 
the Year for 1999. 

The expedition began wiih an extend¬ 
ed-range diver course, held in Gibraltar, 
to allow the team fully to utilise their time 
in the Marshall Islands, a remote group in 
the South Pacific 

A four-day journey brought them to 
Bikini, and the shake-down dive gave 
them a taste of what to expect - a 32m 
swim down to the Right deck of the USS 
Saratoga, accompanied by two grey reef 
sharks and a turtle. 

The carrier - bigger than the Titanic 
and sitting upright in 53m of water - was 
visited a funner four times, including one 
drve which took the team into the hangar 
dock. 

The force of the explosion which sank 
her had buckled the Right deck in places, 
so the Servicemen were exploring in con¬ 
fined space, thick silt and total darkness, 
passing Hclldtvcr aircraft and racks of 
bombs before exiting through the aircraft 

• A huge msnta ray glides In to 
investigate operations during diving 
on the warship wrecks at Bikini. 


lift and up the side of the bridge. 

The other highlight was diving on the 
wreck of the Japanese battleship Nagato. 
flagship of Admiral Yamamoto. 

The ship turned tunic as she sank, and 
sitting on a 16m gun with the bulk of the 
shin overhead was a moving experience. 

Other wrecks visited included the US 
submarine Apogon - where the divers 
came across a massive manta ray - and 
the battleship USS Arkansas 

On the final day the team dived on a 
reef en route to Shark Pass, to assess the 
extent of coral bleaching. 

They were able to report back to the 
expedition patron, iV naturalist 
Professor David Bellamy, that although 
there was not the diversity and quantity of 
coral seen in other locations, bleaching 
did not appear to be a problem 

The expedition then moved on lo the 
Kwajulcin Atoll, where eruditions were 
far more rudimentary than on Bikini. 

Inferior equipment meant that the 
team's diving on the German cruiser 
Prinz huger, which survived the Bikini 
tests, was not as extensive as had been the 
eaw in Bikini, but an intnxJuction to 
members of the local scuba-diving club 
just before the British Servicemen left 
gave possible options for future expedi¬ 
tions. 

The Pnnz Lugen. inverted with her 
stem clear of the water and her hows at 
30m. is one of around 30 wrecks at the 
atoll, a missile-testing range described by 
American defence wonters as the 
world’s biggest baseball glove." 


The final phase of Expedition Saratoga 
Crossroads was at Truk Lagoon, where 
much of the training, assessment and sci¬ 
entific work was carried out. 

Five members of the team Lt Cdr 
Godfrey (IlOBF. Gibraltar 1. Lt Simon 
Flcishcr (Fleet Diving I IQ, Horsea 
Island), C/Sgt Geoffrey Power (RM, 
l.vmpstonc). Set Stephen Colcv (RM 
Ptx>!c) and AB (D) David Moffati (Fleet 
Diving HO) - were from the Senior 
Service, while the the sole civilian. 
Andrew Boorcr, a radiation scientist 
from DERA is a retired lieutenant com¬ 
mander 

The expedition was organised from 
HQ British Forces, 

Gibraltar, and fund- _ 
cd from a number of w jfh a White 
sources, including, the Ensign on a 
JS Expedition This! “ 
Committee 
Gibraltar 
TYust, RN 
Loiters and the 
RN/RM Sub Aqua 
Association. 

Commercial spon¬ 
sorship for the under¬ 
taking was provided 
rascr (UK), 
icro Business 

Systems. Gibraltar. 

Sicmans Environ 
BMBtal Systc no I ;»! 

OThrcc Wetsuits _ 

and Apek Marine 
Equipment Ltd. 


• Navy divers 
with 
Ena 

6m. decom¬ 
pression stop 
Naval gt Bikini. 

Sports 



& 



• A diver studies the cockpit of a well-preserved Heiidiver aircraft on the wreck of the carrier USS 
Saratoga in Bikini Atoll. 
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PHONE 0906 5531008 AND ANSWER THIS 
SIMPLE QUESTION 

“WHICH ROGER RAN THE FIRST SUB 4 MINUTE MILE" 


WINNER TO BE NOTIFIED BY ROST 


Till! COMPANY STOlll! 


Successful and injury free running starts with the correct footwear. We at the Company Store are proud 
to offer the World's Finest Running Shoes from the World's Most Respected Manufacturer* 

- all at an unbeatable price. 

Our Best Selling Shoes At The Lowest Prices 
Phone For Details 

JAZZ 5000 






The 802 was voted 'Sexiest shoe ever ' - j 
the 803 looks even better. Buy them 
quick before we run out!If 
rrp £60 Save £*5 £49.99 


The Award Winning, ever popular 
running shoe. Hard to beat all rounder. 
Every runner should have a pair 
rrp £50 Saves £"5 £44.99 


MAIL ORDER HOT LINE 01554 15 16 16 

Onl 34, Uanelli Workshop. Troslrt Park, LiucUi. CuMithmhiit. SAM SOD 
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Sporting chances 




Nevis (above), and LWEM Phil Blight start* 
with CP0 Whi$kay Walker guiding (top). 


Colhngwood face 
Highlands - and 


A PARTY of sailors from 
Portsmouth Command 
took the opportunity to 
brush up their winter mourn 
Intncering skills in an expedition 
In Scotland 

The 16 sailorv many of ihcm 
novices* were on the annual adven¬ 
turous training trip led by Li Dave 
Cummings* of HMS Cnllingwood 
Rased a! the Royal Navy's Pine 
Cottage in Newtonmore, the party 
had good access to some of (he best 
mountains in the Scottish High* 
lamb. 


tn all* five days were spent in the 
Cairngorms* on Aonoch Mor (pic- 
lured above and below ) and Ben 
Nevis, m what proved to he excellent 
winter conditions. 

It was generally cold and bright, 
with plenty of good, firm snow, giving 
everyone the chance to become com* 
peteni in basic winter walking skills 
such m the use of crampons and the 
ice axe arrest* 

The party also received instruction 
in advanced techniques, such as 
avalanche prediction and snow and 
ice belays. 

The expedition - CotftCOt W 


-included a night m the spartan CIC 
Hut on the Me of Ben Neves. 

Highlight of the week was the final 
day s ascent of the Ben's No 2 Gully, 
a two-star, grade it climb. 

Most of the party art regular 
climbers on the Portsmouth area 
Thursday night climbing wall circuit. 

Anybody wishing to join I hem. 
whet fie r experienced climbers 
complete novices, should contact Li 
Cummings on HMS Colhngwood ext 
24 H2 or Lt Cdr Alan Dtfiham on 
HMS (,'olltngvMHxl ext 2480 for fur* 
thcr details. 

■ Pictures:OM(C) Mark Townstey 


the Highlands 


Skills tested in 
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Faslane offers a 
wealth of choice 


F OR THOSE who «n|oy their 
sport amt leisure in all its forms, 
Faslane Naval Base probably 
offers as wide a choice of opportu¬ 
nities as any military establishment 
In the country. 

Without the benefit of an urban loca¬ 
tion Faslane must stand or tall by its own 
sports provision* tor both military and 
Civilians personnel. 

Perhaps the most obvious of the 
base s assets is the dry ski slope* which 
overlooks the loch and boasts a dragiitt, 
The Neptune Ski and Board Club runs 
lessons every week in skiing and snow¬ 
boarding * as welt as open sessions 
Membership of the club provides tree 
use of the dry slope and of equipment tor 
use on the slope, worldwide insurance * 
and cheap ski and board rental. 

The club also offers weekend trips lo 
Scottish ski centres 
The Naval Base 9 Sportsdrome has 
undergone much improvement Hi recent 
years, and caters from everyone from 
the nervous beginner to the keen athlete 
Fitness fanatics have a range of 
machinery available in a cardto-vascuiar 
suite, a new aerobics suite and a new 
weights room. 

They are proving so popular fhal per¬ 
sonnel are having to stagger their lunch- 
breaks la order to ensure they can make 
their regular sessions 
Spinnmg has provcda hi! - simitar to 
aerobits* but done on cycle machines to 
music in small groups. 

For those who seek gentler eserclae* 
the Not So Fit Club is more related and 
gentler on I he muscles. 

There is a 2S*metre pool - dug out and 


rebuilt less then four years ago - with 
activities from tree swims to aqua aero* 
bics. and children's swimming classes 
are run during school term times. 

Neptune Sailing Club is the Clyde 
branch ot the RN Salting Association, 
and has HMSTY Gawame, a Contessa 36, 
employed during the summer up the 
West Coast for adventurous mall training. 
She is available for use at other times of 
the year 

The club also has Scorcher ill (a 
Moody S31) Fiasco (a Sonata) and Mull 
[& Liberty 22), and a fleet of Bosun 
dinghies 

Aii-weather pitches cater tor the usual 
activities such as football, hockey and 
tennis, but the Scottish countryside 
adds another dimension 

A busy Adventurous Training section 
lends out equipment at nominal rates, so 
if you need a mountain bike, hiking gear 
or specialist clothing, you should find 
something that fils the bth. 


We can cater for virtually anything 
people want to do," said Pi and 
Recreation Officer Lt John Hawke 5 

‘Canoeing, windsurfing, rambling* 
sub-aqua, Alpine ice-climbing - you 
name It* we cover It, The reaction of peo¬ 
ple coming here is that Iff like an 
Aladdin's cave. 

‘Faslane is also an ideal base lor 
Monroe-baggers. 

'The key is that the Sportsdrome is tit¬ 
led out to a high spec - if $ getting more 
and more like a civilian leisure centre. 

That Is how it has got to be - treating 
our people more like clients. 

We have high family use - sub¬ 
mariners go away, so we care for their 
tsmities. There is a creche, so mums can 
come in and have a good workout and 
not worry about the children. 

For more details, contact the FT office 
on Faslane ex! 6206 or 3616. or the 
Adventurous Training section on art 
3300. 



For Your bargain Malta Holiday call us on 020 8989 2256 


HOUDAYSoJVV, 

Summe iL\AAJ 

For Booking and Brochure contact 

UNIMAR HOLIDAYS. RAY POWELL TRAVEL LTD. 

42, HfGH STREET WANSTEAD. If M 

LONDON El 12RJ “ ; ■ 

Fax:020 8530799) 


The Royal Navy is the strongest bond between Britain and 
Malta. The centuries-old warmth, friendliness and respect 
of the British and Maltese people for each other is 
recognized and admired the world over. 


In celebration of the year 2000, we offer unparalleled 
Malta holidays with very special benefits for members of 
the Royal Navy, their families and friends who book 
7 or 14-day Unimar Malta holidays before May 31“ 2000. ** 
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Get fell in 
for a feat 
of note 


A NAVAL officer has pul his 
name in (he record books in 
the gruelling sport of fell-run¬ 
ning. 

The Bob Graham Round is pos¬ 
sibly the greatest long-distance 


fell-running classic, and to be eligi¬ 
ble to become a member of the 
Bob Graham Club all you have to 
do is complete the 72-mile tour of 
42 lakeland peaks within 24 hours. 

This invokes a total of more 
than 27.000ft of ascent. 

The route has been 
completed by more 
than 500 people since 
Bob Graham’s first 
round in the 193(K. 
but only eight people 
have successfully 
completed a Winter 
Round. 

Lt Cdr Brian 
Mcakin (JMOTSI 
became the ninth to 
do so - and the only 
runner ever to have 
completed a Winter 
Round without hav- 


12 minutes to spare. 

His run had to he brought for¬ 
ward by a day because of clear 
skies and a full mmm 

Throughout the day tempera¬ 
tures never rose above freezing, 
and by night they dropped as low 
as minus IftC 

The route crosses roads at five 
points, and so is neatly split into 
sections. 

At each road crossing a team of 
supporters would feed the runners 
an^l new pacers would join in. 

Walkers were pre-positioned on 
the mountains to provide hot 
drinks and cut steps and lay fixed 
ropes up an iced gully on Scafcll. 

The enduring memory of the 
whole round was from Pillar, with 
the sun setting down Wastwatcr. 
the moon rising over Great Gable, 
and being able to see the whole of 
(he route laid out; from Skiddaw. 
around the Hclvclyn range to the 
Scafcll*. 

During his run. Brian aho raised 
more than £2.000 for the fight 
against Multiple Sclerosis. 



//, STORE... 

Gifts With a Nautical Flavour - Ideal for those with a Love of the Sea 



0 “Bakkus" Flask and Cigar Tubes 

Hand-made black napa’ hide carrying case holds two stainless steel tubes One is a ball-top spirit, 
the other tube takes up to a corona* sue cigar overall length T and is air and watertight. Embossed 
with the Royal Navy Crown. 

UK Price £32.99 Overseas Price £33.74 

(2) Mini Razor Kit 

The ideal travel and grooming accessory This neat Nickel plated compact set. complete with integral 
mirror is beautifully engraved with the Royal Navy Crown. 

UK Price £7.99 Overseas Price £8.74 

(§) Corkscrew 

Beanng the classic Royal Navy Crown, this Anchor Corkscrew is handmade from real English Pewter 
and comes presentation boxed. 

UK Price £14.95 Overseas Price £15.45 

0 Hip Flask 

Traditional stainless steel, tough 7oz spmt flask features a captive top. (means you can’t lose ft). 
Branded with the Royal Navy Crown 

UK Price £17.99 Overseas Price £18.74 

(5) Elegant Chopsticks Set 

Two pairs of teak chopsticks with silver plated handles complete with a pair of heavy silver plated 
rests and engraved with the Royal Navy Crown - presentation boxed 

UK Price £18.99 (2 pairs) Overseas Price C19.74 (2 pairs) 

(6) Monocular Telescope 

8x magnification weighing in at only 82 grams and branded with the Royal Navy Crown. Made from 
aluminium, with a focusabie eyepiece and easily pocket able Small nylon carrying case included 

UK Price £31.99 Overseas Price £32.74 

(7) Flat Top Stopper 

Silver plated natural cork wine stopper for elegantly resealing the odd bottle of wine which remains 
unfinished after first sitting 

UK Price £10.79 Overseas Price £11.54 

(8) Champagne Stopper 

Superb silver plated finish combined with engineenng efficiency. A few turns of the top expands the 
internal rubber collar which seals the bottle tight Will keep your champagne fresh and under pres¬ 
sure for days 

UK Price £10.79 Overseas Price £11.54 

All prices quoted include postage & packing 


To order any item on this page write to or telephone:- 
The Business Manager (JS03/00), Navy News, HMS Nelson, 
Portsmouth, P01 3HH 

Telephone: 02392 733558 or buy online at www.navynews.co.uk 

Chequet payable to Navy News to accompany orders. For orders outside the UK payment can be made by 
Cheque/Inter national Money Order in £ Sterling and drawn on UK bank or for payment by credit card/s witch. 
UK & Abroad, please use the coupon on page 4. 

Please allow 28 days for delivery. 

NOTE: ITEMS SHOWN NOT ACTUAL SIZE , 























